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SAN FRANCISCO SANFRANCISCO SAN RAFAEL COLMA PETALUMA REDWOOD CITY NOVATO BERKELEY ALAMEDA 
2950 Geary Blvd. 1450 Van Ness 28 Bellam Blvd. 5075 Junipero Serra Blvd. 201 S. McDowell Blvd. #A 2700 EI Camino Real 65 RowlandWay 1099 Ashby Ave. 2298 S, Shore Center 
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equal fo initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new 
accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. * See store for details. 
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to attend as often as you wish! 


Spring Pass holders will have the 
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Sit in the best available seats 
conducts Copland and Schumann, 
Beethoven's Symphony No 


@#e# ¢ 4 


Pee eeeeeeie, 
tHE OH 


+e ++ Ho o4 
+++ 444 


A +o? 


‘Pee eenia ss 

+t ee eee ee sees 
ee 
@eas 


See teee 4+ +i pea 


e+ 
+ 
@e. 





2 2 a a rs 
eee ee eeee 





PH HAH Lt oe 





Be ee eenans 
TRO H+ eee ee res 
Peer ceeer 


+ + 
++ 
*| ++ t+ ee esd * 
" e+ + rere @ - 
e ae? orn Pas - 
++ # 4 
+e eo eeee sd 
+a Peer eee veed 
* + : Peer ere eace 
sted Ch 44 64s 66a LJ < 
ad sn dade an a a a 
* 5 ae i die a cre 
nth, en ee eran —| 
a <a on 
estes. <8 on ae 
++ * +> +4 #4 
+++ a . ee 
teaver e 88 OO SS 
+e t+ tan 4 
aE Oe a SS 
e+ 4 + + 
Pe eeeoeeeneye 
+e eee 
++ #4 * =I 
eas cS @ 
eee Lf -. WO 
ie a= | oo 
© 
a) o= 
=O S 
YT WY) <C 
Om «<2 
Oo O 
= = Au Oo wn 
cD) 
O— a4 
= =o 3 
— = 5 
MNLla 
eo SS oO ® 
e... “a 6 = 
Me NOL 








sfsymphony.org/symphonypass 415-864-6000 


MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS « MUSIC DIRECTOR 


SAN FRANCISCO 
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And now, for the (very brief) fine print: 


* Passes are non-transferable. Ticket reservations can only be made by calling the Box Office beginning 10am the day before the concert date. Starting 


March 2016, black-out dates will be emailed and posted online the last Monday of each prior month. Concerts in Davies Symphony Hall only, does not 


include SoundBox. Credit card charged upon registration, and then on Apr 22 and May 23. 


Box Office Hours Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat noon-6pm, Sun 2 hours prior to concerts 


Walk Up Grove Street between Van Ness and Franklin 
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SPRING SALE ON NOW! 
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ready to ride than any shop in SF! 
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Road Bikes 





TUNE UP SPECIAL 


20% OFF PARTS! 


Mountain Bikes 
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LETTERS 


THAT MANWITH THEKLAN 


No good in a hood: I'm not even 50, 
but growing up in N.C., there were people 
who were openly Klan and thoroughly in the 
mainstream of their communities (“Con- 
firmed: SF’s Klansman is a Marina Man,” 
Chris Roberts, The Snitch, 3/2/16). Hell, the 
stepson of the N.C. Grand Wizard went to my 
high school fora spell. This was the late’80s, 
not ancient history. If you're Klan, you're dan- 
gerous and your “opinion” is inherently 
threatening. MikeUp 


POC for honest hatred: Not at all sur- 
prised. Par for the course. Not sure why ev- 
eryone is so riled up. appreciate his honesty. 
I'm glad he wasn't wearing the hood. This guy 
is more honest than the other millions of PC 
perfect people who say one thing then escape 
to live in all white neighborhoods with their 
all-white schools, their all-white friends, their 
all-white churches with their lilly-white god. 
Give me an honest POC hating-Klansman 
any day. At least I know who he is and where 
he’s coming from. I appreciate his honesty 
even in all its violence!! SK Williams 


Movin’ on out: I mean, if he’s a 51-year-old 
“Exalted Cyclops,” I think he can find his own 
place, amirite? Also: Being an active KKK 
member who drives to other cities to terror- 
ize POC isa few ticks worse than “shithead.” 
GoAntifa 











AMERICAN 
; CONSERVATORY 
~ a @ THEATER 


“If people really cared about the terrible impact Uber is having on workers, 
they wouldn't use It." 


415 510 KKK: From the incredible num- 
ber of hateful anti-Oakland comments on 
San Francisco media message boards when- 
ever a positive story on Oakland is written, 
there is way more than just one KKK member 
living in San Francisco. Justice 


ALL IN THE FAMILY 


Name's not bad either: One of the most 
upscale restaurants I’ve been to in along time 
(“Eat: Cadence,” Peter Lawrence Kane, 
3/3/216). The decor is elegant. The food is 
outstanding. The chef has gone well over 
his means to make his dishes perfectly. Can 
taste the love and the professionalism in 
each bite. The flavor is outstanding. And 
well- balanced. The staff is very profes- 
sional. Keep up the good work, Chef Joey 
Elenterio and staff! Paul Elenterio 


CAMP UBER, USA 


Capital in the Uber century: The war 
on wages that has been mounted by Uber 
should be very disturbing to every thinking 
citizen (“Uber Drivers’ Long Hauls,” Chris 
Roberts, 3/3/16). What is being seen is the 
formation of a massive monopoly gate- 
keeper corporation that is working against 
the interests of our society by undermining 
the ability of people to earn a meaningful 








wage. Do weas first world countries really 
want a sometimes-cheaper ride so badly 
that we are happy to see a serf peasant 
underclass created to provide it? Ste- 
phenincorinda 


Shelters, but for Uber drivers: 
“Striving for a triple-digit hour work- 
week.” Really sounds like our labor force 
in the so-called “sharing economy” is 


heading in the right direction. Sleeping in 
your car because you are so far from 
home also sounds like a healthy work- 
ing environment is being created. pa- 
viv 


THE PEOPLES’ TAXt 


Making our Marx: If people really 
cared about the terrible impact Uber 


Photo of the week from SFWEEKLY SLIDESHOW: 





: 
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‘ 








Senny Mau 


Charlie Puth @ The Regency Ballroom 


— SFNative 


is having on workers, they wouldn't 
use it (“Another Uber Driver Awarded 
Unemployment Benefits,” Chris Rob- 
erts, The Snitch, 3/4/16). I have never 
used Uber. But if you use it, you’re com- 
plicit in exploiting workers. SFNative 


CONSUMERIST CORPSE 


Even metalheads need discounts: I 
had a shit day last week and thinking 
about Corpsegrinder wandering 
around Target was oddly soothing 
(“We Talked to Cannibal Corpse 
About What It’s Like To Be One of 
The Oldest Death Metal Bands 
Around,” Eddie Jorgensen, All Shook 
Down, 3/3/16). w.blackstone 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: 415-777-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 


i “EXHILARATING ... IMPOSSIBLE TO RESIST!”............ 


ad | || Sates 


UNFORTUNATES 


“ONE OF THE BEST MUSICAL 


SF WEEKLY 


PRODUCTIONS I'VE EVER SEEN AT A.C.T!" 


THE UNFORTUNATES CREATED BY JON BEAVERS, KRISTOFFER DIAZ, 
CASEY LEE HURT, IAN MERRIGAN, AND RAMIZ MONSEF 
DIRECTED BY SHANA COOPER 








Together, Building 
a Better California 
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Ci SUCKA FREE CITY 


Remake Way For Tech Buses 


Pedestrian improvements had to be ripped up in Glen Park after Muni and tech buses couldn't make it through. 


By Beth Winegarner 


After 31 traffic-related deaths 
on San Francisco’s streets in 2014, 
Mayor Ed Lee set an ambitious goal of re- 
ducing traffic fatalities to zero by 2020. 

To do that, city transit planners are 
reducing the width of streets, widening 
sidewalks, and making other pedestri- 
an safety improvements, as they did 
at the intersection of Diamond and 
Bosworth streets — a major transit 
hub near the Glen Park BART station 
where three busy Muni lines as well 
as tech buses for Google, Yahoo, and 
Genentech load up daily — last year at 
a cost of $2.8 million. 

But thanks to city engineers’ mis- 
calculation, all that extra concrete had 
to be torn up and removed, because 
those new, safer streets were too nar- 
row for Muni and — wait for it — tech 
buses to navigate. 

“It’s very unfortunate,” says David 
Greenaway, project manager on the 
snafu for the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency, which doesn’t 
know how much extra the error will 
cost to fix — but “hopes” it won’t be 
more than $80,000. 

Turns out, when designing the 
intersection to accommodate the large 
vehicles that would be navigating its 
corner, SFMTA engineers used the 
wrong template. In fact, they didn’t 
plan for a bus at all. “They used a fire 
truck,” Greenaway said, “when they 
should have used a bus.” 

There’s a reason why: The safety 
improvements’ biggest roadblock has 


Blue Knows 
Black 


The head of San Francisco's 
police union would like to 
inform you that he knows 
black people. 


By Michael Barba 


In the wake of a series of ho- 


mophobic and racist text messages 
exchanged between San Francisco 
police officers — not to mention sev- 
eral racially charged police-involved 
shooting deaths — the head of San 
Francisco’s police union has been en- 
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been the Fire Department, which is 
concerned tiny streets in places like 
Glen Park will become impassable to 
emergency vehicles if the streets are 
narrowed further. 

The SFMTA discovered last fall that 
buses were either hitting the new me- 
dian or couldn’t make the turn from 
Diamond onto Bosworth. The agency 
acknowledged in November that the 
median and sidewalk would need to 
be ripped up and rebuilt, but it knew 
before then trouble was ahead: Some 
locals noticed as early as May 
2013 that the turn could be a 
problem, according to neigh- 
borhood newspaper Glen Park 
News. 

“Given these warnings, 

I don’t understand why the 

city would have ignored them 
and proceeded with a plan 

that didn’t make any sense,” 
said resident Simona Agnolucci, 
who’s lived on Diamond Street 
for seven years. ‘I find it very 
troubling. It seems like a very 
basic calculation that should have 
happened.” 

Supervisor Scott Wiener, whose 
district includes Glen Park, called the 
errors “incredibly unfortunate.” He’s 
adamant the SFMTA’s other work in 
the area, including the installation 
of traffic lights at two nearby inter- 
sections, won't be compromised 
or canceled as a result of the 
mistake. 

For now, the narrow turn 
has been fixed, and the city 
expects to put the finishing 
touches on one of the corners 


y 


gaged in a campaign to prove that ra- 
cial bias does not exist among city 
cops. 

In his latest effort to do just 
that, Martin Halloran would like 
you to know that he knows black 
people. He grew up with them. At 
one point, his mother even took in 
two African-American children. 

“T recall my brothers and I play- 
ing with these children as though 
they were part of our family,” Hal- 
loran wrote last week in a sworn 
statement. “Interacting with differ- 
ent ethnicities was the norm in my 
childhood.” 

This trip down memory lane was 
Halloran’s contribution to a panel 
formed by District Attorney George 
Gascon, S.F.’s former police chief, 
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by the end of March, Greenaway said. 
Angolucci says what should have 
been a simple task instead led toa 
months-long disruption of the in- 
tersection, without improving the 
situation. 
“There was never an apology. 
There was never a We screwed 
up’ or a recognition that this 
was wrong and a waste of 
taxpayer money, 
Agnolucci 


++ 


to suss out racism and other poten- 
tial bias in the police department. 
Instead of testifying before three 
judges on the Blue Ribbon Panel on 
Transparency, Accountability and 
Fairness in Law Enforcement, Hal- 
loran offered the statement to show 
the Police Officers Association is 
part of “the San Francisco commu- 
nity, despite the recent statement 
to the panel of a black officer who 
claimed otherwise. 

“They don’t live in the commu- 
nity and they don’t have a business 
in the community, so they don’t 
understand what is inherently 
going on and what has festered 
for generations, Sgt. Yulanda Wil- 
liams, a longtime cop and president 
of cops-of-color advocacy group 
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said. “When I’ve asked them to explain 
how it’s safer, they’ve completely failed 
to respond.” 
















Officers For Justice, told the panel 
in January. 

Williams also accused the POA 
of being “insensitive” to the needs 
of minority officers, disrespectful 
to Board of Supervisors President 
London Breed — who is black — 
and antagonistic to disenfranchised 
communities with its public service 
advertisements. 

“They just don’t get it,” Williams 
said. “They have shown that they 
have very much disregard for black 
officers in particular, and they have 
shown that they have disregard for 
minority communities.” 

While POA leaders have indeed 
fired off tersely written letters to 
black elected officials, Halloran last 
week said Williams’s impression 


Bad Tent 
Politics 


S.F. missed a chance to bring 
services to Tent City before 
it was scattered throughout 
town. 


The hundreds of homeless 
people who camped out underneath 
the US-101 overpass at 13th and Di- 
vision streets presented city leaders 
with a problem. It also presented an 
opportunity: The city had its home- 
less problem concentrated in one 
place. Why not concentrate services 
there as well? 

That would have been truly 
innovative, but turning Tent City 
into a miniature Navigation Center 
— the successful but limited mod- 
el a few blocks away on Mission 
Street — seems to have been lost 
among all the talk about how much 
campers were pooping in the street 
(lost as well was any effort to, say, 
install portapotties for the six 
weeks Camp Lee was in place). 

“They definitely should have 
had a plan for Division, with hous- 
ing and accommodation,” says Jen- 
nifer Friedenbach, director of the 
Coalition on Homelessness. 

Sam Dodge, the city’s homeless 
czar, disagrees. Campers asked for 
one thing: “[A]ccess to shelter that 
could accommodate their pets, 
possessions, and partners, and 
had access to hot showers and hot 
meals, so that’s what we did with 
Pier 80 for 180 people.” 

And yet in the end, the city still 
had to clear Tent City with force, 
an armed police escort standing 
guard as work crews loaded tents 
(and 12 tons of stuff) into trucks. 
And the tents are still here — just 
scattered around the city again, in 
some cases just a block or two away 
from their old home underneath 
the freeway. Chris Roberts 


is false. He’s also condemned the 
bigoted text messages — which, he 
noted, were sent while Gascén was 
police chief. 

In an another apparent attempt 
to redirect claims of racism toward 
Gascon, Halloran backed up an alle- 
gation made last week by POA con- 
sultant Gary Delagnes, the union’s 
former boss, saying Gascon “dispar- 
aged minorities” while drunk at a 
dinner in 2010. 

While that reflects badly on the 
District Attorney — whose dive 
into the police department has 
not won him any friends at station 
houses — it doesn’t help cops’ case, 
either: If Gascon did spew racism 
six years ago, he did so while still 
chief of police. 
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The Last Ride of the Jitney 


For 30 years, Jess Losa drove the last private bus in San Francisco, now out of operation in the day of Muni-alternative startups. 


By Max DeNike 


After 44 years of regular service, 
San Francisco’s last jitney has sat idly on 
a SoMa street corner for weeks. 

Every day since the Nixon Admin- 
istration, Jess Losa drove from the 
Caltrain station on Fourth Street to 
downtown in the blue No. 97 coach. 

It used to be a decrepit, 1970s GMC 
van, but more recently it was a 2002 
Ford you might mistake for an airport 
shuttle. Without fail, Losa bobbed and 
weaved through morning and evening 
commutes as San Francisco’s one and 
only jitney — a privately-operated 
one-man bus service. 

His route made a loop from the 
station north on Third Street to Mar- 
ket then back to the trains south on 
Fourth Street, a trip he was known 
to make in five sometimes-daunting 
minutes. Most recently, it cost $2.25 
each way, the same as a Muni trip. 

But in late January, Losa posted a 
sign near the train station on Fourth 
Street informing his customers they’d 
paid their last fare. The jitney is out of 
service. 

Dwindling ridership, combined with 
mounting penalties (for years’ worth 
of traffic citations he continues to 
fight) made the solo business too diffi- 
cult to maintain, Losa told SF Weekly. 
He’s also competing in a city saturated 
with transit options, from the new 
(app-hailed taxi alternatives like Uber 
and private shuttle startup Chariot) 
and old (taxis, cars, bikes, Muni). 

Losa operated his jitney with a 
no-nonsense attitude on the road and 
friendly demeanor to his passengers. 
He even remembers the exact day he 
started: Feb. 14, 1972. Back then, it 
cost 15 cents for a one-way ride, and 
despite stiff competition, it provided 
a good living for a native of the Philip- 
pines who had moved to the U.S. just 
three years prior. 

But by December 1985, Losa had 
become the sole player in an industry 
that once flourished in San Francisco. 

“T prepared myself in case they 
kicked me out,” he said of surviving all 
these years. “My favorite memories are 
just being left alone by the city for the 
last 30 years.” 


Born during the Pana- 
ma-Pacific International Expo to ferry 
around the glut of attendees and 
workers in town to see San Francisco’s 
recovery from the 1906 earthquake 
— at atime when there were private 
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streetcar lines competing with what 
would become Muni — jitneys quickly 
became a popular way to commute. 

Private automobiles were rare in 
those days, so these shared-ride ser- 
vices reached a varied demographic. In 
the 1910s, there were more than 1,400 
jitneys operating in the city, according to 
the San Francisco Municipal Transpor- 
tation Agency. By comparison, there are 
1,800 licensed taxis in the city today (and 
an unknown number of Ubers and Lyfts). 

As the decades passed, more and 
more options for getting around became 
available, including commuting solo 
by automobile and an expanded Muni. 
After BART entered service in the early 
1970s, jitney use sharply declined, in part 
because no new permits were being is- 
sued, but mostly because city regulations 
requiring jitneys to charge fares equal or 
greater to public transit removed patrons’ 
incentives. Why ride a jitney when the 
bus costs the same? 

The Police Department, which was 
originally the city agency in charge of 
jitneys, issued its last jitney permit in 
1972. That was the year Losa paid a few 
thousand dollars to the owner of permit 
No. 97 and entered the jitney game. 

The industry took a further hit in 
19778 after voters passed Proposition K, 
outlawing the sale of jitney permits. (The 
city also froze sales of taxicab medallions 
that year.) When a jitney operator retired 
or died, the city absorbed the permit and 
it was never reissued. 

By late 1985, Losa was a one-man 
industry. 


The jitneys of yesteryear were a 
regulator's nightmare. They might have 
had their doors removed to speed up board- 
ing and exiting, or employed milk crates for 
some of the seating. 

Riders could care less. There were 
other reasons besides speed, cost, and 
excitement to ditch Muni for a jitney: 
they served the needs of ethnic minori- 
ties from Latin America and Asia, where 
jitneys were a familiar sight. 

“Riders were attracted by the faster 
services with fewer stops, the greater 
likelihood of getting a seat during peak 
hours than on a Muni bus or tram, the 
ability to talk with friends in their ‘native’ 
tongue, and the fact that jitneys were 
crime-free, unlike Muni,” according to a 
University of California transportation 
study published in 1995. 

In a way, jitneys have returned in 
force during the tech boom. At a time 
when moneyed commuters find Muni 
too crowded and slow for their liking, 
private enterprise has reentered the 
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public transportation space. Both Uber 
and Lyft offer jitney-like carpooling op- 
tions — UberPool is essentially a jitney 
in a Prius — and the SFMTA pointed 
out that Chariot and the now-defunct 
Leap are modern-day jitneys, albeit 
much posher ones. 

For Losa, the beginning of the end 
came in February 2015, when ridership 
dropped by 75 percent. Things wors- 
ened after a Bay Area Bike Share stall 
appeared outside the Caltrain station 
where Losa dropped off and picked up 
riders. 

The SFMTA then moved the area 
where he was allowed to idle and wait 
for passengers, making the No. 97 less 
visible to potential customers and thus a 
less desirable option. 

This created a situation where Losa 
began cutting corners — double-park- 
ing, parking in bike lanes, and using 
white zones not meant for a jitney — 
and subsequently, he started racking up 
traffic citations. 

Losa does not dispute the fact that 
he was violating the rules, but he said 
it was a necessary choice. His business 
depended entirely on getting people 
to the station on time, and even a few 
minutes behind schedule could mean 
the difference between a person getting 
to the train they wanted versus the one 
leaving an hour later. 

The SFMTA says it tried to meet its 
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last jitney halfway, but rules are rules. 
“To be clear, permitted vehicles cannot 
park wherever they want,” said Paul 
Rose, an SFMTA spokesman. “They 
must continue to follow the same rules 
and laws to keep the transportation net- 
work moving as efficiently as possible 
for everyone.” 

But if tech buses can use Muni 
stops, why can't jitneys get a break — 
especially if there’s public demand? 
Losa presented the SFMTA with 300 
signatures from riders who did not want 
his approved parking zone moved away 
from the Caltrain station. The effort was 
futile. 

As Losa puts it, “I have the rights but 
they [the city] have the power.” 

He said he always paid his tickets on 
time, save for a series of violations he 
began to receive in August 2013. Losa 
says those citations were a mistake, 
originally issued to a vehicle with a 
license plate number nearly identical to 
his jitney. 

Nonetheless, penalties have jacked 
up his tab to around $10,000, and that’s 
money he just doesn’t have. 


Being a jitney driver is not a lu- 
crative business. Losa has always known 
this, and in 2001 he applied for a cabdriver 
medallion, issued by the city to people ona 
waiting list only after the death of a medal- 
lion-holder. His hope was that he could 


Jess Losa sits in the 
drivers seat of his 
jitney bus parked on 
7th and Berry Streets 
in San Francisco, Calif. 


Jessica Christian 


supplement his jitney income by driving a 
taxi. He knewit could take up to 20 years 
to obtain the medallion, but he was willing 
to wait. 

Last year, after finding out that he'd 
barely moved up the list in 14 years 
of waiting, he was told he could buy a 
medallion — for a mere $250,000. That 
kind of money is definitely out of reach 
for Losa. 

The 66-year-old — who's lived in 
the same apartment on Turk Street in 
the Tenderloin for 44 years, raising two 
children with his wife — is not ready to 
retire. He said he would even consider 
signing up with one of the modern-day 
jitney-style services. Being an indepen- 
dent contractor for Uber or Lyft, Losa 
said, has its appeal. 

But don’t count out the jitney just 
yet. In October, when he turns 67, Losa 
will receive a permit renewal application. 
“Let’s see what happens after that,” he 
said. 

For now, the blue No. 97 will re- 
main parked at Seventh and Berry 
streets. (Losa’s never been able to af- 
ford a garage.) But if he can figure out 
a way to resolve the ticket issue and 
raise funds to cover operating costs — 
and if those loyal riders will come back 
— San Francisco’s last jitney may yet 
rumble through town again. 


feedback@sfweekly.com 
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WHY CALIFORNIA LAWMAKERS AREN'T HONEST ABOUT E-CIGARETTES. 


The New Tobacco 


It is the age of the vape. On our 
streets and in (some) of our buildings, 
bros and girls of all ages are pulling on 
propylene-glycol-powered tubes, and in 
Washington, clouds of vapor are replacing 
the proverbial smoke-filled room. Last 
month, U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-San 
Diego), a 39-year-old ex-military man, 
vaped on the floor of the House during a 
debate over banning e-cigarettes on 
planes. 

He lost his rhetorical point, and 
e-cigs were added to the list of banned 
devices on flights. Shortly thereafter, 
the e-cig vote appeared: Signs boldly 
proclaiming “I Vape I Vote” appeared at 
Donald Trump rallies in Texas. A few 
weeks later, on Feb. 24, Hunter became 
the first House member to endorse 
Trump. 

Clouds of soon-to-be illicit vapor 
could very well fill any venue Trump vis- 
its in California between now and the 
June primary. Following the lead of law- 
makers in San Francisco — which clas- 
sified e-cigarettes as tobacco products 
in 2014, effectively banning them in 
many public places — state legislators 
approved a ban of nicotine vaporizers at 
work, school, and public places (all plac- 
es where, under the state Smoke Free 
Act, tobacco is already verboten). 


Gov. Jerry Brown is expected to 
sign the new restrictions, authored 
by state Sen. Mark Leno (D-San Fran- 
cisco) into law. When he does, it will 
lead to an odd situation: United States 
Marines under 21 stationed at Camp 
Pendleton will be forbidden from 


drinking alcohol or smoking cigarettes. 


And forget about a post-firing range 
vape. 

For most of us, tobacco has rightly 
been seen as a menace to public health 
all our lives. (Or, at least, cigarettes 
have been. Most commercial cigarettes 
don’t contain tobacco leaf, but rather 
shredded paper sprayed with tobacco 
oil and hundreds of chemicals — a 
product called “reconstituted tobacco,” 
according to reporting from PBS.) But 
is vaporized nicotine really as bad? 

Federal public health watchdogs at 
the Food and Drug 
Administration still 
aren't sure, noting 
that e-cigarettes 
have yet to be fully 
studied. (The FDA 
may soon regulate 
all e-cigarettes, but 
for now it deals only 
with e-cigarettes that 
deliver a therapeutic 
benefit, according 
to the agency.) Still, 
lawmakers are push- 





ing forward, touting recent findings by 
the California Department of Health 
that e-cigarette vapor contains 10 
known toxins as well as the fact that 
vapor flavors like bubblegum appeal 
to youth. 

This could also have an impact 
on California marijuana users. 
Leno’s bill includes a clause that 
reads, “This act does not affect any 
laws or regulations regarding med- 
ical cannabis.” In the past, Leno’s 
staffers have told SF Weekly this is 
proof-positive the e-cig bills won't 
touch cannabis. However, as Dale 
Gieringer, the executive director of 
the California chapter of the Nation- 
al Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws points out, there are 
no laws or regulations regarding the 
vaping of medical cannabis, 
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save for a few local ordinances. (And 
at least under San Francisco city 
law, smoking anything —including 
marijuana — is officially banned in 
public parks.) 

“It’s really hard to distinguish 
cannabis and nicotine e-cigs, so I 
expect that both will now be equal- 
ly ostracized in politically correct, 
eco-sensitive localities in Califor- 
nia, Gieringer says. 

He also points out another mo- 
tivation behind the rush to define 
e-cigarettes as tobacco: money. To- 
bacco taxes once generated as much 
as $650 million in annual state tax 
revenue. Now, the tax generates less 
than $350 million a year, a victim of 
anti-smoking laws’ success. Classify- 
ing e-cigarettes as tobacco products 
means they will be 
taxed like tobacco 
products, keeping 
this fund — which 
goes to preschool 
programs as well as 
health initiatives — 
alive. 

This is, on its 
face, irrational. An 
e-cigarette is not to- 
bacco oil mixed with 
chemicals sprayed 
onto paper, no more 
than a cartridge of 
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cannabis oil high in CBD is a ciga- 
rette. And yet all three are now tied 
with the same red tape. 

In August, a landmark report 
found e-cigarettes to be 95 percent 
less harmful than cigarettes — and 
also found no evidence that e-ciga- 
rettes lead children or nonsmokers to 
start puffing on Marlboro Reds after 
a few pulls on the vape. That would 
upend much of the reason behind 
the new push to regulate e-cigarettes 
— but that study was conducted by 
Public Health England, and despite 
ringing endorsements from public 
health officials and cancer research- 
ers urging smokers to start vaping, it 
does not appear to have much trac- 
tion among American lawmakers. 

“Unfortunately,” Gieringer adds, 
“our own nanny-state health officials 
are no more honest about e-cigs than 
they are about marijuana.” 

It’s unpopular and foolish to de- 
fend tobacco. But it’s also dishonest 
to say an e-cigarette is the exact same 
thing as a cigarette. And most unfor- 
tunately, it’s this kind of tax-minded 
rush to judgment that fuels Trump 
supporters’ mistrust of government. 

If you catch a whiff of bubblegum at 
a Trump victory party, you know who 
to blame. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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The devil exists, and we must fight against 
him — Pope Francis, October 2014. 


Every Thursday evening, a few 
dozen people file into Immaculate Con- 
ception Chapel, a small Catholic church 
on the steep slope of Folsom Street on 
Bernal Hill’s north face, carrying bottles 
of water, tubs of protein powder, small 
bottles of booze, watches, rosaries, and 
cell phones. 

They place these items on small 
tables and on the rails at the front of 
the church, below the altar and the 
figure of Christ nailed to the cross set 
deep into the chapel’s far wall. Then 
they find a spot in one of the 13 rows 
of pews, to sit or kneel as they pray 
in silence. For a long while, the only 
noise comes from the wheeze of the 
67-Bernal Heights bus as it chugs up 
the hill or the whir of the church’s 
HVAC system. 

The people stir a few minutes past 
7 p.m. when a tiny man wearing white 
robes — a long rectangle of cloth with 
Vegas-worthy golden sparkles hang- 
ing around his neck — appears from 
a door to the left of the altar. A few 
weeks shy of his 89th birthday, Father 
Guglielmo Lauriola walks slowly across 
the raised altar area to a waiting chair. 
Here he sits, facing away from his con- 
gregation in the style of the pre-Vati- 
can II Latin Mass, to read from lami- 
nated card prayers and songs devoted 
to the Virgin Mary. Aside from Jesus 
on the cross, she is the principal figure 
of veneration here at the 104-year-old 
church. 

When this is finished, in about half 
an hour, the two middle-aged Filipinas 
who serve as Lauriola’s lectors and 
attendants, towering over his five- 
foot-ish frame, help him into different 
robes. Then the Franciscan priest — 
the pastor of this church for over 40 
years — starts a second Mass, this one 
facing his parishioners. 

Everything follows the liturgy, the 
script that would be recognizable to 
the world’s 1.2 billion Catholics even 
if Lauriola were speaking in Klingon. 
He reads from the Bible. He delivers a 
short sermon, talking about the time 
he welcomed some Muslims in the 
neighborhood into the church. (Their 
god is not so different from his God, he 
says.) He gets up, the smell of incense 
thick in the room, to fling water from 
a small wand onto the personal items 
arrayed on the table, granting them 
all — water, booze, phones — a bless- 
ing. The parishioners line up to receive 
Communion, the small wafers of bread 
that Catholics believe becomes the 
physical body of Jesus Christ. 

Then come — for fidgety schoolchil- 
dren or for the rote Catholics eager to 
get on with their day and go home — 
the magic words. “The Mass is ended,” 
Lauriola says, his accent like a thick 
layer of lacquer over a well-worn pew. 
“Go in peace.” 

Nobody moves. This is when the 
show really starts. 

Two men step forward approach 
Lauriola, who has shuffled to the cen- 
ter of the altar area, in the same spot 
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where he offered Communion. They 
stay on the church’s main floor, two 
steps below, flanking him on either 
side. The people line up in the same 
way they did when receiving Commu- 
nion, but instead of a piece of conse- 
crated bread, this time they’re waiting 
their turn to hold Lauriola’s hands for 
about 20 to 30 seconds as he offers 
each of them a special prayer. As Lauri- 
ola murmurs his blessing, the two men 
hold their hands up behind the person 
receiving it, their palms held out and 

a few inches away from the person’s 
back, as if preparing for a trust fall at a 
work retreat. 

It’s a necessary move. After Laurio- 
la releases his grip, some of the people 
stagger away as if stricken, caught by 
the waiting hands. Some need to be 
helped to the altar, where they kneel to 
pray. Every once in awhile, the blessed 
person will fall to the floor as if they 
fainted. Sometimes they may remain 
there for as long as 10 or 15 minutes 
while the rest of the congregation 
files around them to receive their own 
blessings, with their own reactions. 

When this is all over, the two men 
come forward again. This time, they 
help Lauriola down the two steps from 
the raised altar area. The blessed pa- 
rishioners, by now back in their pews, 
rise again, forming a circle around the 
elf-sized priest as he approaches them. 
They hold their hands over him, as if 
receiving his energy. And they pray. 

This is not an ordinary Catholic 
Mass — it’s a healing Mass. The 
prayers here are for sick people, for de- 
liverance. Some of the prayers are to be 
rid of evil, of the influence of the devil 
in their lives — to be free of the hold 
Satan has on their bodies and souls. 

This is exactly the right place for 
that kind of prayer. This is the house of 
an exorcist. 


Lauriola is one of two Catholic 
exorcists — priests whose official duty it 
is to perform the Solemn Rite of Exor- 
cism, the formal casting-out of the devil 
or a demon from a Catholic’s body and 
soul — living and working in the Archdi- 
ocese of San Francisco, which includes 
Marin and San Mateo counties as well as 
the city. (The blessing that Lauriola gave, 
he explains to me later, is a minor exor- 
cism, one large step below the formal 
rite.) 

In the 21st century, even as Pope 
Francis embraces progressive ideas like 
climate change and urges world leaders 
to do something about income inequal- 
ity, the rite of exorcism is enjoying a 
renaissance in the Catholic Church. 

“T believe in exorcism,” says Angela 
Alioto, a former President of the Board 
of Supervisors and the daughter of 
Mayor Joe Alioto, who presided over 
the city in the late 1960s and early 
1970s. “I believe people are possessed. 
I believe what our Lord did in the Gos- 
pels. I absolutely believe in that.” 

“T think people were hiding [exor- 
cism] more before,” says Alioto, a fer- 
vent Catholic and practicing attorney 
in North Beach. “T think they were still 
doing it, they just kept it quiet. Now 








Natasha Dangond 


r 


Father Guglielmo Lauriola, after giving out : 
miniature exorcisms.. pk Gx 
| _ eee: | + 





Soon to be 89, L 
exorcisms since 


LETTERS NEWS 


—_— 


Chris Robert 


iola has been performing 
1950s. 





Natasha Dangond 
MARCH 10-16, 2016 11 


THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 


they’re not being as quiet as they used 
to be.” 

Following an official decree from 
Pope John Paul I in 2004, every dio- 
cese (the term for an area of hierarchal 
control, like a state or a county) in 
the church has appointed an official 
exorcist. It’s not clear how many exor- 
cists there are in America — not every 
diocese is public about it — but there 
are 185 dioceses in the country. And in 
California, every diocese but one has 
an official exorcist. 

Lauriola sees as many as eight peo- 
ple a month seeking healing for afflic- 
tions modern medicine cannot cure; a 
counterpart of his in San Jose, Father 
Gary Thomas, is just as busy. 

While some Catholic theologians 
disagree — and the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco does not provide official fig- 
ures, if it has any — a fair number of 
priests, religious scholars, and faithful 
agree: Exorcism is back. This seemingly 
medieval practice — which fell by the 
wayside as the Church attempted to 
modernize in the last 50 years, and 
which took a further hit in 1973, 
when a young German woman, An- 
neliese Michel, died after undergoing 
repeated exorcisms — is creeping into 
the Catholic mainstream once again. 
This assertion is repeated in headlines 
in the Telegraph, U.K. Guardian and 
other news publications that talk of an 
“exorcism boom.” 

“Almost all exorcists are unanimous 
in their belief that more people are 
becoming possessed today than in the 
recent past, writes journalist Matt 
Baglio in The Rite: The Making of a Mod- 
ern Exorcist, a tome inspired by (and 
centered on) Thomas’s training in exor- 
cism, undertaken in Rome in 2005. 

Skeptics would point out that such 
a statement is akin to umbrella sales- 
men agreeing that it’s about to rain. 
And there are many skeptics. Michael 
Cueno, a professor at the Catholic 
Church-affiliated Fordhan Univer- 
sity in New York City, attended 50 
exorcisms while researching his book 
American Exorcism: Expelling Demons in 
the Land of Plenty. And “never once did 
I walk away convinced that the person 
being exorcised was really demonized,” 
he said in an interview with Evangelical 
Today. 

And not every Catholic theolo- 
gian agrees with the anecdotes from 
exorcism practitioners. “There’s no 
empirical evidence to support that 
statement,” says Father Jim Bretzke, a 
former professor at the University of 
San Francisco who now teaches theol- 
ogy at Boston College. Interest in exor- 
cism “tends to ebb and flow whenever 
there’s something in the news cycle to 
provoke it — a book or a movie — but 
I cannot say that the demonic is on 
the rise.” 

But given the papal decree, it is 
true that there are more exorcists in 
the U.S. than before. (Thomas says he 
has a “confidential list” of at least 90 
American exorcists, and occasionally 
learns of others he did not know prac- 
ticed the rite.) And anecdotes suggest 
that there is growing number of people 


— possibly including the Catholics oc- 
cupying positions of power in Congress 
and in City Hall — for whom Satan is 
not a metaphor or a bogeyman. He’s 
real — and thanks to a populace less 
interested in the church and more oc- 
cupied with New Age philosophy, he’s 
busier than ever. 


“Satan” is a relatively new ar- 
rival to the world. While the name is a 
Hebrew word meaning “adversary,” Bibli- 
cal scholars note that the word and the 
concept are nearly absent from the Old 
Testament, the part of the Bible Chris- 
tians share in common with Jews. 

As for demons — the word comes 
from the Greek daimon — the ancient 
Greeks, upon whose scholarship the 
intellectual foundation for many of our 
institutions is based, believed daimons 
were akin to spiritual forces which 
could be beneficial. (During his trial, 
before his fellow Athenians put him to 
death, Socrates claimed his inspiration 
came from a daimon he supposedly 
praised as a “favor of the gods” and “a 
marvelous gift.”) 

But Satan and his minions are alive, 
well, and kicking evil in the New Testa- 
ment. One of Jesus’ first miracles was 
casting out an evil spirit from a man 
and into a herd of swine. In three of 
the four Gospels, the Biblical chapters 
that deal with the life and works of 
Christ, Jesus goes into the desert for 
4O days, where Satan offers a series 
of temptations, all of which Christ re- 
sists. (A final temptation, when Satan 
offers to take Jesus off of the cross in- 
stead of dying there to save the world, 
inspired a Martin Scorcese film). 

The concept caught hold with the 
early Christians, all of whom — unless 
they were Jewish converts — were 
former pagans, worshipping gods 
Socrates would have recognized from 
the Hellenic Pantheon or following a 
Celtic tradition. When winning con- 
verts from among their former fellow 
true believers, early Christian priests 
denounced the spirits worshipped or 
feared by pagans as “demons... hostile 
spirits contending against the One 
True God,” as Elaine Pagels writes in 
The Origin of Satan. 

Whether through Satan or a lesser 
demon, the Catholic Church holds 
that evil works on the individual in 
one of two ways. The devil will offer 
temptation, enticing a person to give 
into pleasures of the flesh rather than 
of the spirit. He will whisper in your 
ear some misdirection, seeking to drive 
you to loneliness, isolation or despair. 
(Not every temptation comes from the 
devil, it should be noted; people are 
plenty wont to give in to “corruption of 
the flesh” all by themselves.) 

That’s “ordinary” demonic activity. 
“Extraordinary” demonic activity is 
closer to what most Americans know 
from Hollywood horror movies. There’s 
“infestation,” when your house or 
something you own is cursed, causing 
you any number of ills. There’s “oppres- 
sion, when you discover scratches on 
your body, signs of a physical attack. 
There’s “obsession,” when your mind is 


‘2 


Father Garg seen here 
San Jose’ “ 


Pope John Paul II, seen here 
visiting San Francisco, ordered 
all bishops to appoint an official exorcist. 
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plagued with intrusive thoughts meant 
to drive you to suicide or despair. In 
the rarest of cases, he entirely takes 
you over — “possession, possibly as a 
result of a curse put on you by a friend 
or a family member, or from the par- 
ticipation of you, a family member, or 
even an ancestor of yours in a “satanic 
ritual.” (Among Catholic authorities, 
the “satanic panic” that gripped main- 
stream America in the early 1990s 
lives on.) 

Church doctrine teaches that the 
devil is a creation of God, who put Sa- 
tan on earth to tempt mankind — not 
to torture us, but to show us the differ- 
ence between good and evil. Whatever 
his reason for being in someone's life, 
driving the devil out could take a few 
minutes of prayer, or it could take 
decades. But it requires a priest, who 
reminds the devil, a being with “preter- 
natural” power limited by God’s rules, 
of his his lesser status in an attempt to 
weaken him long enough to release his 
hold on the mortal soul. 

For centuries, the devil held fast 
to the hearts and minds of European 
Christians. But for some reason, he 
seemed to reach new levels of power 
as Europe exited the Dark Ages and 
stepped towards the intellectual revo- 
lution of the Enlightenment. 

“During the 16th and 17th centu- 
ries,’ writes historian Brian P. Levack 
in The Devil Within: Possession and 
Exorcism in the European West, “the 
reading public in Europe was treated 
to a steady diet of stories describing 
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the extraordinary behaviour of people 
who were said to have been possessed 
by demons.” Demons caused people 

to speak fluently in languages they'd 
never heard before, to shriek and hiss 
and spit and blaspheme, to recoil at the 
sight of a priest. There were reports of 
possessions that engulfed entire fami- 
lies, entire convents, sometimes entire 
towns — a “phenomenon [which] 
approached... epidemic proportions,” 
Levack writes. 

(Even before the Protestant Refor- 
mation and the new brand of fervent, 
Satan-fearing Puritanism current mov- 
ie-goers may see in The Witch, the Sa- 
tanic script also followed gender roles: 
Most posssed people, and all witches, 
were women. And all priests — the 
only people with the ability to remedy 
a witch — were men.) 

But while the 17th century could be 
called the “golden age of the demoni- 
ac,” Levack argues that there are two 
periods of time that are in competition 
for that title: the early Christians and 
today. 


As many as 15 percent of the 
people on earth have had at least one ex- 
orcism in their lives. There are over 1.2 
billion Catholics. Every Catholic is bap- 
tized, and the rite of baptism — in which 
Catholics witnessing the ceremony must 
swear to “reject Satan and all of his 
works” — is a miniature exorcism, ac- 
cording to church doctrine. 

And the United States is as Catholic 
as ever: According to Gallup, while the 


number of Americans who say they are 
atheists has increased from 1 percent 
in the 1950s to 17 percent today, the 
percentage of Americans who say they 
are Catholic has remained relatively 
stable (23 percent today, 23 percent in 
1961). 

This is partially thanks to the influx 
of immigrants from heavily Catholic 
Latin America. “[A]ll Latin Americans 
have this sensibility,” said Father Ce- 
sare Truqui, a Mexican priest who is 
trained as an exorcist, in an interview 
with Catholic Online. “For them, the 
existence of the Devil is part of their 
faith.” (Pope Francis is from Argentina, 
the first Latin American pontiff.) 

But for the church, the spiritual 
home for exorcism is closer to home: 
It’s in Italy, where as many as 500,000 
people a year seek healing via an exor- 
cism for afflictions ranging from anx- 
iety and depression to uncontrollable 
urges. 

Church leaders see this as no ac- 
cident, as Europe is also the modern 
home of the occult. Research published 
in 2012 by Sabine Doering-Manteuf- 
fel, an ethnologist at the University 
of Augsburg in Germany, suggests 
adherence to New Age philosophies 
— including transcendental medita- 
tion, astral traveling, and Wicca — are 
indeed on the rise in Europe, and have 
created “strong counter-movements” 
to Enlightenment philosophies. 

Hard data is scant, but church lead- 
ers have embraced tidbits of informa- 
tion like this as new cause for purpose. 
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Pope Francis, center, regulary refers 
to the devil in sermons and speeches. 
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Priest assembled for the International 
Association of Exorcists’ annual meet- 
ing in 2014 stated that occult activity 
is on the rise, according to the Catholic 
News Agency. (Italy is also the home of 
the church’s most-famous exorcist, 90- 
year old Father Gabriele Amorth, who 
in an interview with a Catholic news 
agency last year called both yoga and 
Harry Potter “satanic.”) Ouija boards, 
tarot decks, the belief that crystals 
hold power, or going to the oak grove 
that serves as the Druidic circle in 
Golden Gate Park — the Church re- 
gards all of these as possible entry 
points for demonic activity. 


Despite never having encoun- 
tered a demon face-to-face for the first 
22 years of his time as a priest, Father 
Gary Thomas believes all this. Thomas, a 
soft-spoken and kind-eyed man in his 
early 60s, is America’s most famous exor- 
cist. He plies his trade about a half an 
hour south of Sand Hill Road, the fa- 
mous avenue of venture capitalists, in 
the heart of Silicon Valley, at Sacred 
Heart parish in Saratoga, where his pa- 
rishioners have included founders of 
Adobe and executives at Apple. 

On a recent warm Wednesday af- 
ternoon in February, Thomas greets a 
visitor from San Francisco at the door 
of his residence, a spacious two-story 
building he shares with one other 
priest. In a dining room right off of the 
house’s garden patio, Thomas discuss- 
es over sandwiches — turkey for his 
guest, tuna for him — about how he 


first encountered Satan and, in 2005, 
when his bishop asked him to become 
the local exorcist in order to fulfill the 
Vatican’s directive, how he became 
Silicon Valley’s go-to guy for casting 
out evil. 

Prior to heading to Rome for his 
formal training for the church’s offi- 
cial course for exorcists, Thomas had 
never seen a person he believed to 
be possessed — and had mentioned 
Satan from the pulpit no more than a 
couple times (He recalls two instances 
in the span of two years: once after the 
Columbine High School massacre, and 
another after the terrorist attacks on 
Sept. 11, 2001, two events he now says 
“were absolutely diabolical.”) 

In Rome, Thomas attended classes 
and traveled by bus to a monastery on 
the outskirts of town, where he was 
apprenticed to a friar named Father 
Carmine De Filippis. While Thomas 
watched, De Filippis would see “pa- 
tients,’ women and men of all ages and 
walks of life who professed to be pos- 
sessed. At first, he was not impressed. 

“I used to think, ‘Is this for real? Is 
this a placebo effect? Are they acting 
out because they think they’re sup- 
posed to?” he says. But one visitor to 
De Filippis in particular won him over. 
One day, the experienced exorcist told 
Thomas to come over on a Saturday 
for a “special case.” When Thomas 
arrived, three other priests were there 
to see a woman in her 30s, who was 
a “stocky” five-foot-four. Not huge, 
and not strong — but as De Filippis 


An exorcism is performed in Saint Francis Borgia at the 
1 of an Impenitent , by Goya. 
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prayed over her for three hours, she 
thrashed so much that “it took four of 
us to hold her down,” he says. “She was 
hissing and pissing and blaspheming 
and screaming. That was the first one | 
ever saw.” 

On his return to the States, Thomas 
began performing his own exorcisms. 
(He says he’s currently seeing eight 
troubled souls; since the publication 
of Baglio’s book in 2009, he now fields 
“at least” one call from someone new 
seeking treatment every day.) While in 
Italy priests operate solo, Thomas has 
a team of medical and mental health 
professionals: a medical doctor, a psy- 
chiatrist, and a clinical psychologist, 
all of whom are practicing Catholics, a 
rarity in the mental health field. “Most 
mental health professionals are athe- 
ists or agnostic,’ he says. “[Exorcism] 
isn’t even on their radar.” (He declined 
to identify all but one of the members 
of his team by name. The psychiatrist, 
a San Jose-area man with a Silicon Val- 
ley practice, did not consent to being 
interviewed and Thomas asked that SF 
Weekly not print his name, for fear of 
professional ostracism.) 

Anyone coming to Thomas alleging 
to be possessed is given a thorough 
questioning — about their mental 
health history, about a history of trau- 
ma or sexual abuse, drug habits, sexual 
partners — all things that a shrink at 
Kaiser Permanente might ask anyone. 

And only after all medical avenues 
are exhausted — after the doctors on 
his team conclude that the affliction 
in question does not have a medical, 
psychological, or psychiatric source 
— does he begin administering the 
solemn rite. 

“The exorcist is the ultimate skep- 
tic,” he says. “The more emphatic 
someone is that they’re possessed, the 
more I’m probably convinced that they 
don’t have anything.” 

Common sources of possession, 
Thomas says, include trauma like sexu- 
al abuse. (Eighty percent of the people 
who seek exorcism from him are abuse 
victims, he says.) Drug use, particular- 
ly cocaine and methamphetamine, can 
lead to the demonic. (Cannabis users 
can rest easy; “you really have to be 
addicted” to marijuana to see demons 
as a result of pot, Thomas says.) It can 
also include sexual promiscuity, as dev- 
ils can be transferred via intercourse. 
They can also travel via electronic 
currents, meaning the Internet and 
smartphones are possible sources of 
demonic activity. 

The rite itself is a long prayer, with 
reported exhortations to the devil that 
God is the boss. During the process, 
the exorcist will try and learn the name 
of the demon afflicting the subject; 
doing so is considered a major victory 
that weakens the baddie’s power. 

However, the rite itself isn’t al- 
ways recited. An “exorcism” could 
be as simple as a 20-minute prayer 
session, at the end of which nothing 
might happen. The subject might foam 
at the mouth or dry-heave — both 
“good things,” he says, as “that’s the 
devil being expelled.” And unlike the 
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dramatic denouements in the movies, 
where demons exit with a roar, a bang, 
and some projectile vomit, most mod- 
ern-day exorcisms require multiple 
sessions, sometimes over a period of 
years. Thomas has been seeing one 
man in Silicon Valley for almost a 
decade; his old mentor, De Filippis, 
reported exorcising one nun repeatedly 
over a period of 40 years. 

“Demons are always looking for 
people with broken relationships,” says 
Thomas, who says that “not once” has 
he been afraid while going toe-to-toe 
with the devil, though he notes he’s 
been attacked. While in Rome, he 
found himself beset by sexual urges 
of the kind he hadn't had since his 
30s — a surefire “demonic attack,” 
he says. At home in the States, after 
performing an exorcism on a Friday 
evening, he felt ill and out of sorts the 
following day, when he had to perform 
a few weddings. After receiving com- 
munion at one of the wedding Masses, 
he passed out. When he came to, he 
went to the hospital, where he suffered 
through “Montezuma’s revenge all 
night,” he says. He consulted his doc- 
tor, who agreed that it was unlikely he 
could have fallen so ill so quickly. Then 
he remembered: During the exorcism, 
he’d blown into the face of the person 
he was trying to exorcise. The person 
blew back. Except it wasn’t the person 
blowing. 

“It was a demonic attack,” he says. 


San Francisco is not necessarily 
proud of its status as a sort of hub for ex- 
orcism. While Thomas’s fame is nation- 
wide and Immaculate Conception’s 
Lauriola is open about practicing exor- 
cism, the Archdiocese of San Francisco 
declined to identify the other trained ex- 
orcist in the archdiocese, and at which 
church he is practicing. Mike Brown, a 
spokesman for Archbishop Salvatore 
Cordileone, also declined to comment on 
a rumor that Cordileone himself per- 
formed an exorcism at one of his own 
churches within the past two years. 
(Both Thomas and Lauriola also politely 
declined SF Weekly’s request to see an ex- 
orcism in action — my lapsed Catholic 
nonbelief being the main reason. “It’s 
very dangerous’ to have a nonbeliever in 
the room, Thomas says, noting it creates 
an opportunity for the devil and a risk to 
the exorcist.) 

While alive and well in the Church, 
modern medicine isn’t quite sure what 
to do about exorcism, whose subjects 
almost always seem to suffer from an 
affliction in the Diagnostical and Sta- 
tistical Manual of Mental Disorders (in 
which there’s also an entry for “treat- 
ment-resistant psychosis,” the medical 
diagnosis most in line with “demonic 
possession.”) 

The American Psychiatry Associa- 
tion “has no official position” on the 
rite, according to a spokeswoman, who 
declined to speak further. Represen- 
tatives from two respected California 
schools of professional psychology 
declined to speak on the record with SF 
Weekly, and no expert at either school 
would agree to an interview. Some 


clinicians have training in this area, 
“but believe speaking about publicly 
could jeopardize their reputation,” said 
one representative from an accredited 
institution, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. “The mix of religious belief 
with scientific training causes a con- 
flict for some.” 

And Angela Alioto is a rarity among 
prominent local Catholics willing to 
speak about their beliefs in exorcism. 

Through a spokesman, the most 
prominent Catholic in San Francisco 
city government, District 2 Supervisor 
Mark Farrell — who has publicly de- 
clared himself a “proud” and “practic- 
ing Catholic” — declined to comment 
for this story. 

Representatives for Nancy Pelosi — 
the Democratic Minority leader anda 
staunch Catholic who appears in Con- 
gress on Ash Wednesday with the black 
markings still on her forehead — did 
not respond to a request for comment. 

(Gov. Jerry Brown is nominally 
Catholic — as a young man, he studied 
to become a Catholic priest before 
dropping out of the seminary — but 
has recently angered the Church for 
signing legislation allowing doctor-as- 
sisted suicide.) 


Whether they believe in him or 
not, Americans are certainly fascinated 
with the devil and the occult. In Wiscon- 
sin, a pair of pre-teen girls were arrested 
in 2014 for the attempted murder of 
their friend, who they tried to sacrifice, 
they told police, to win favor from The 
Slender Man, a bogeyman created on the 
Internet in 2009. (One of the girls has 
been declared incompetent to stand trial 
following a diagnosis of schizophrenia, a 
common affliction suffered by exor- 
cism-seekers.) Satanic possession is the 
subject of an upcoming documentary 
produced by Zak Bagans, the muscular, 
bro-like host of the Travel Channel's 
Ghost Adventures. “The devil looks bad in 
this,” said Father Michael Maginot, the 
Catholic priest who participated in the 
documentary and served as exorcist, in 
an interview earlier this year with the 
National Catholic Register. “He loses a lot 
of mystique.” (Bagans, himself a Catho- 
lic, says that he came down with a “mys- 
terious illness” following filming, 
according to Register writer Patti Arm- 
strong.) 

Americans in general are becoming 
less rational in their views. Seven- 
ty-eight percent of Americans believe 
in angels, and 70 percent believe in 
the devil, according to Gallup polls 
conducted a decade ago, up from 56 
and 54 percent, respectively, in pre- 
vious decades. If the devil is real, why 
wouldn't he be active? 

This credulity also helps the church, 
which, despite a constant numer of 
Americans who say they are Catholic, 
has suffered through the twin crises 
of declining church attendance — 41 
percent of “Catholics” no longer adhere 
to the faith, a Pew poll released last 
shows — and the lingering effects of 
the Church’s sex abuse scandal. 

For the church, which first saw 
attendance begin to drop following 
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the “modernizing” reforms (allowing 
lay people greater roles in the church, 
saying Mass in English rather than 
Latin) instituted after the Second Vati- 
can Council in the 1960s, exorcism is a 
self-supporting feedback loop. 

The more people who exit the 
church and pursue New Age philoso- 
phies — what hard-core priests like 
Father Amorth would call the occult 
— means more demonic activity. That 
requires exorcists — and the best way 
for someone who has recovered from 
demonic activity, and to ensure Satan 
does not return, is to pray, attend 
Church, and receive Communion. 

In other words, to be a faithful and 
devout Catholic — which could mean 
that those Catholics who are left are 
becoming more extreme in their views. 

When Pope Francis talks about 
the devil working in the world, he is 
speaking literally. And when Amorth, 
the 90-year old “dean of the exorcists,” 
says that yoga and Harry Potter are sa- 
tanic, he is not speaking metaphorical- 
ly. When church leaders speak, people 
still listen. If the church says exorcism 
is real, for now, people will seek it out. 


Not every Thursday night healing 
Mass at Immaculate Conception goes 
smoothly. A few weeks ago, one of the 
Mass’s attendees, upon receiving Father 
Lauriola’s blessing, fell to the floor and 
went comatose. She was possessed — 
possibly. After a few minutes went by 
and she could not be revived, an ambu- 
lance had to be called. She was taken to 
UCSF Medical Center, where she awoke 
and started talking normally. She denied 
medical treatment, and walked away. 
(She still attends Mass from time to 
time.) 

“Some people come here for dif- 
ferent reasons, Lauriola says in an 
interview, his voice soft, a live-and-let- 
live smile on his round, friendly face. 
These days, Lauriola no longer drives, 
so if someone can’t visit him, he’ll hear 
them out or pray with them via Skype. 

“People’s faith is disappearing.” 

When asked where he sees the devil 
most at work in the world, he does not 
blame pop culture or pornography. 
Instead, he gives an answer most San 


Francisco progressive activists would 
agree with: money. “It creates so many 
divisions — it splits apart families,” he 
says, his smile fading. 

Believing in exorcism requires faith 
on multiple levels: belief in God and in 
the devil, belief that a priest can help 
you. For doubters, there’s ample exter- 
nal reinforcement in the power of sug- 
gestion, which is strongest when felt in 
a group setting like the church. 

The night before I met with Lauri- 
ola in his office, I attended my third 
healing Mass in a row. (I was raised 
Catholic but haven’t been to Mass with 
any regularity for 15 years.) During the 
prayer circle at the end of the ceremo- 
ny, Lauriola noticed me hovering at the 
outskirts. “Did you receive the bless- 
ing?” he asked. I tried to remind him 
of our meeting the next day, but he 
seemed not to notice. He beckoned me 
forward — and, urged on by the 20 or 
so people around me, I couldn’t refuse. 

I stepped forward, and reached for 
Lauriola’s hands, clasped in front of 
his head, which barely reached to my 
chest. Whether it was out of childhood 
habit or deference to the people watch- 
ing me, I closed my eyes as he gripped 
my hands in his. I was marveling on 
how strong they were — when some- 
thing happened. In my hands where 
his fingers gripped my palms, I felt a 
buzz, similar to a small electric shock. 
As he prayed, my mouth went dry, and 
I tasted something metallic, like old 
pennies. Before I could ascertain what 
was happening, it was over. “May Jesus 
watch over you and guard you,’ he said. 
“Amen.” 

I opened my eyes. He smiled at me 
for a second, then turned to talk to an- 
other parishioner. I walked away, light- 
headed, embarrassed, and thoroughly 
confused, with an enormous grin on 
my face. 

It could have been the furious bike 
ride up Folsom to get to Mass in time 
to see the blessings, it could have been 
the communal support. Whatever it 
was, | felt good. I was sure I felt good. 
For that moment, that was all that 
mattered. 


croberts@sfweekly.com 
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Sun 3/13 | Dance 


CLONING AROUND 


Moving like robots and dressed as bur- 
lesque-house ballerinas, Anna and the 
Annadroids create entertaining, chal- 
lenging, pop-punk dance theater. Led by 
Anna Sullivan, the local company ad- 
dresses issues of conformity, identity, 
and the objectification of women in a cos- 
metically minded society where the focus 
is on sex, flash, and trends. The group’s 
multimedia pieces combine choreogra- 
phy, aerial performance, video, and music 
into quirky fantasies performed by 
women with white clown makeup, lip- 
stick-enhanced mouths, and provocative 
costumes. They move mechanically to 
electro-pop as if part of a video game and 
become “living robots” who navigate pop- 
ular culture as clownish, clonish objects 
of desire. The company will continue to 
explore these themes in Faux(pas)bia, a 
new conceptual performance. It centers 
on a girl trying to survive in a world 
where everything is fake and where she 
doesn't fit in — a situation creating terri- 
ble fears in her. The music is by Sullivan 
and Alexi Alexaieff, the latter of whom 
also created the show’s surreal videos. 
Anna and the Annadroids per- 
form Faux(pas)bia at 8 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, March 11-12, and at 7 
p.m. Sunday, March 13, at Dance Mis- 
sion Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F. $20- 
$30; 800-838-3006 or annadroids.com. 
Anita Katz 


Sat 3/1| Theater 


SOUTHERN 
DISCOMFORT 


The local solo-theater world contains ter- 
rific talent, and Rebecca Fisher is one of 
its under-the-radar stars. A producer, di- 
rector, and actor, Fisher has presented 
work at the Marsh, the Exit Theatre, the 
Bay Area One Act Festival, and the San 
Francisco Fringe Festival. In 2013, she re- 





ceived a Best of Fringe honor for Memphis 
on My Mind, her multicharacter play 
about race, violence, hardship, and 
Southern culture. It was her previous 
one-woman performance, The Magnif- 
icence of the Disaster, however, that 
established Fisher as a significant pres- 
ence. In that show, Fisher, again playing 
multiple roles, revisits a personal tragedy: 
the murder of her mother, who was a 
Memphis arts patron, and death of her 
brother, from a drug overdose not long 
afterward. Magnificence also addresses is- 
sues of family dysfunction, race, history, 
and how Southerners process catastro- 
phe, with humor as part of the picture. 
The show had an extended run on the 
Marsh’s Berkeley stage in 2007, and 
Fisher will be reviving it, for one night 
only, in San Francisco. Look for her at the 
Exit this Saturday. 

Rebecca Fisher appears in The Mag- 
nificence of the Disaster at 8 p.m. Satur- 
day, March 12, at Exit Stage Left, 156 
Eddy St., S.F. $8; 415-673-3847 or the- 
exit.org. Anita Katz 


Tue 3/15 | Festivals 


PERSIAN FIRE 


Welcoming both the Persian New 
Year and the coming of spring, Norooz 
festivities, which happen on the last 
Tuesday of winter, contain no shortage 
of life-embracing revelry and spirited rit- 
uals. These include Chahr-Shanbeh 
Souri, a festival of fire rooted in ancient 
Zoroastrian times and held in Iran and 
parts of Afghanistan and India. People 
make bonfires in front of their homes 
and jump over them as the sun is setting, 
singing a traditional song. In the Bay 
Area, these and other Norooz customs 
can be experienced at the annual Persian 
Festival hosted by Berkeley’s Persian 
Center. Regular bonfire jumpers there 
include parents and their kids, couples 
jumping together, and frat boys trying to 
out-jump one another. Designed for both 
the Iranian-American community and 
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anyone else interested in attending, the 
outdoor celebration features Persian al- 
tars, music, dancing, food, crafts, cul- 
tural groups, and kids’ activities. 

The Persian Festival and 
Chahr-Shanbeh Souri are set for 6-10 
p.m. Tuesday, March 15, at the Persian 
Center, 2029 Durant Ave., Berkeley. 
Free; 510-848-0264 or persiancenter. 
org. Anita Katz 
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ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC SFWEEKLY.COM 


AAT > LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our completel listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. ‘Lost America’: A solo exhi- 
bition by artist Troy Paiva. Through March 26. 
Free. ‘Fairy Tale Animals’: A collection of serious 
and whimsical animal portraits from various 
childhood stories by artist Peter Samuels. 
Through March 26. free. 111 Minna, San Francisco, 
415-974-1719, 11iminnagallery.com. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by 
Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernac- 
ular 19th-century memorials and the influence 
of industrialized printmaking on images of 
memory and domesticity. Prints, paintings, 
glass etchings, and embroidery pieces combine 
cemetery grave imagery with monograms. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free. 510-849-8935. www.care-gtu.org. 1798 
Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 

City Hall. Jeremy Fish: 0 Glorious City: Jeremy 
Fish was named San Francisco City Hall's first 
artist-in-residence. The San Francisco Arts 
Commission has given Fish a mandate to create 
100 art pieces to be on display at City Hall. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 8 
a.m.-8 p.m. Continues through March 25. Free. 
sfartscommission.org. 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, 
San Francisco, 415-554-5184, sfgov.org. 


THURSDAY 


James Afomian and Anthony Atamanuik 





3/10 


Comedy 


IN THE RUNNING 


In February, after Senator Bernie Sanders 
and Donald Trump won the New Hamp- 
shire primaries, their doppelgangers ap- 
peared on CNN with Brooke Baldwin 
under a banner reading “Fake Trump vs. 
Fake Sanders.” The interview proved con- 
fusing for Baldwin since comedians An- 
thony Atamanuik and James Adomian 
don't easily drop character, but it was bril- 


liant. Atamanuik describes their live show Trump vs. Bernie: The Debate! as 
“comedic activism,” but the comedy veterans — whose credits include Broad 

City, Comedy Bang! Bang!, Adult Swim’s Children’s Hospital, and 30 Rock — knowit’s 
laughter that packs the house. Onstage, before Adomian/Sanders is lost in a jumble 


of statistics, he might let us know he enjoys kicking back at Lake Champlain with his 


wife, listening to a Grateful Dead records as they pass the most recent report from 


the Bureau of Labor Statistics; Atamanuik/Trump, overwhelmed by his own genius, 


might volunteer to purchase the Great Pacific Garbage Patch asa 51st state, or ad- 
mit to hunting stray blood-diamond diggers. Run like a real debate, with point, 
counterpoint, and a rigorously enforced time limit, this show goes further than any 


other show dares. 


Trump vs. Bernie: The Debate! starts at 8 p.m. at the Independent, 628 Di- 
visadero St., S.F. $20; 415-771-1421 or independentsf.com. Silke Tudor 


David Brower Center. Vanishing Ice: Alpine 
Landscapes in Art 1775-2012: A multimedia 
exhibit that explores the beauty and fragility 
of frozen landscapes through the lens of sci- 
ence, adventure, and aesthetics, opens with 
a curator lecture and a screening of Art from 
a Changing Arctic at 6:30 p.m. Through May 11. 
Free. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 510-809-0900, 
browercenter.org. 


FFDG. On Silent Haunches: Group painting show 
featuring Nicholas Bohac, Michelle Fleck, Emily 
Proud, and Jenny Sharaf. Wednesdays-Satur- 
days. 2277 Mission, San Francisco, 415-500- 
2166, ffdg.net. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show featur- 
ing Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, Smithe, and 
Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 


MINDS MATTER SF 


PRESENTS 





Transforming the lives of motivated high school students by 
broadening their dreams and preparing them for college success. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Saturday, March 12 + 
San Francisco City Hall » 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
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Dance 


Analogy/ Dora: Tramontane, a new piece 
created by MacArthur “genius grant” winner Bill T. 
Jones from his interviews with a 95-year-old nurse 
that survived World War II, is performed by the Bill 
T. Jones/Arnie Zane Company at 8 p.m. through 
March 13 at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission St., S.F. $30; 415-978-2787 or ybca.org. 


Film Fest 


San Francisco International Ocean Film 
Festival, including programs on sharks, Antarctica, 
surfing, and sustainable seafood, begins with four films 
that capture the beauty of underwater environments 
around the world at 4 p.m. at Cowell Theater, 2 Marina 
Blvd., S.F. $10-$16; 415-345-7575 or fortmason.org, 


Art 


Erasure, an exhibit by hyper-realist surrealist Ana 
Teresa Fernandez, features new work that represents 
human fragments of a political body opening at 6 
p.m. through April 16 at Gallery Wendi Norris, 161 
Jessie St., S.E Free; 415-346-7812 or 
gallerywendinorris.com. 


Comedy 


The Comedy Roast Battle SF! elimination 
matches pitting 12 comedians joke-for-joke are 
refereed by Paco Romane and judged by Kabir Singh, 
Butch Escobar, and Kaseem Bentley at 8 p.m. at 
Doc’s Lab, 124 Columbus Ave., S.F. $8-10; 415-649- 
6191 or docslabsf.com. 





FRIDAY 3/11 


Film 


RIPPED FROM THE 
HEADLINES 


For lovers of Bartabas’ Maz- 
eppa or Tod Browning’s Freaks, 
the synopsis for Bleak 
Street, by legendary Mexican 
film director Arturo Ripstein 
(Deep Crimson, Hell Without 
Limits) holds unequivocal ap- 
peal. Fraternal twins, both 
working as Mexican mini- 
luchadores — masked midget 
wrestlers who serve as mir- 
ror-images of their colossal 
luche libre counterparts — are 
accidentally murdered after a victory bout by two aging whores in a botched rob- 
bery. Throw in a cross-dressing husband, a beautiful and contemptuous teenage 
daughter, and an invalid grandmother who is forced to beg from a rolling con- 
traption, and you have the promise of something dark, unsettling, and memora- 
bly bizarre. Except that this story is true. Perhaps out of deference for the real 
people — wrestling stars and prostitutes alike — or from an internal prescrip- 
tion of restraint, Ripstein strives to capture the commonplace humanity, every- 
day unkindness, and mundane rituals of his characters in a linear narrative that 
is stripped of mystery, innuendo, or sensation. Filmed in high-contrast black- 
and-white, it’s remarkable that, given this colorful cast of characters, only Mex- 
ico City feels at all peculiar or surreal. 

Bleak Street opens at noon at various Landmark Theatres including Opera 
Plaza, 601 Van Ness Ave., S.E. $6-$10; 415-771-0183 or landmarktheatres. 
com. Silke Tudor 





Leisure Time Films 


{Lot 


SAN FRANCISCO BALLET 


HELG! TOMASSON. ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 


MAR 08 — 13 





Haute Song Cycle 


Winterreise, a Romantic song cycle of longing and 
loneliness by Franz Schubert, is elevated and explicated by 
this gorgeous multimedia collaboration between South 
African fine-art animator William Kentridge, German 
baritone Matthias Goerne, and pianist Markus Hinterhauser 
at 8 p.m. through March 13 at Taube Atrium Theater, 401 
Van Ness Ave., S.E $125; 415-621-6600 or sfopera.com. 


Performance Art 


The Body Cartographic, part of Guillermo Gomez- 
Pefia’s series “Twenty Ways of Dancing at 60,” finds the 
performance artist tackling old age and displacement in the 
premier of five short “spoken choreographies” at 7 p.m. at 
San Francisco Art Commission Gallery, 401 Van Ness Ave., 
S.F. Free; 415-554-6080 or sfartscommission.org. 


Theater 


Risk is This, a daring and vital festival dedicated to 
experimental theater, opens with Phillip Howze’s “all of what 
you love and none of what you hate,” about a girl contending 
with the emotional pace of modern connectivity, at 8 p.m. 
through March 12 at Cutting Ball Theater, 277 Taylor St., S.E 


$20; 415-525-1205 or cuttingball.com 


Art 


Faces & Vases, an inspired group exhibition that 
expands on the position of busts and vases in art history, 
opens at 7 p.m. and continues through April 17 at Royal 
Nonesuch Gallery, 4231 Telegraph Ave., Oakland. Free; 
415-652-1623 or royalnonesuchgallery.com. 


San Francisco Main Library. ‘| Am San Francisco: 
(Re)Collecting the Home of Native Black San 
Franciscans”: An exhibit concerned with the 
city's steady decline of African American res- 
idents, asks visual artists to interpret the real 
stories of locals. (Silke Tudor) Through March 
10. free. 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-557- 
4400, sfpl.org. 


COMEDY 


The 2016 International Comedy Showcase: 
starring Kabir ‘“Kabeezy” Singh. W/ Anthony 
De Guzman JR, Sammy Obeid, Mario Montes, 
and more. Sun., March 13, 7:30 p.m., $15. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, bestofsf- 
standup.com. The Variety Preview Room (The 
Hobart Building), 582 Market, San Francisco, 
415-781-3893, varietync.org/screening-room. 

Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: Because 
when it comes to doing laundry, laughter makes 
your clothes’ whites whiter and colors brighter. 
That's just science, duh. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audi- 
ences) a chance to unburden their minds at this 
regular night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round com- 
edy tournament featuring eight comedians all 
competing to be chosen as the champion. Unlike 
any other comedy show in the Bay Area, we give 
the power to the audience to choose who they 


BUY TICKETS TODAY! 
sfballet.org 
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SATURDAY 3/12 


Art 
Guardians of the Secret I|, 1989- 


1990, Robert Arneson’s ceramic 
interpretation of Jackson Pollack’s 
1943 painting, goes on display at 4 


p.m. through May 7 at Brian Gross 


Fine Art, 248 Utah St., S.E Free; 415- eee 
788-1050 or briangrossfineart.com. 


LOCALLY MADE / SMALL BATCH / PURE CANNABIS DIL 
HIGH POTENCY / 420 MG / STHAIN-SPECIFIC 
INDICA, SATIVA, MY Se! CBD (LIMITED) 


Mission Organics Feel Good Med 
San Francisco, CA San Francisco, CA 


415.585.6331 900.420.7104 
Purple Star MD anrary Oany 


415.550.1515 San Francisco. CA 
CookiesSF 415.429.7772 
San Francisco, CA Delivery Only 
415.834.5225 


Igzactly420 


Cine Event 


The Man Who Fell to Earth, a 
David Bowie tribute show, includes the 
40th anniversary screening of 1976 
sci-fi movie, Q&A by co-star Candy 
Clark, and live performances by 
Veronica Klaus, D’Arcy Drollinger’s 
Sexitude Dancers, and Conspiracy of 
Venus at 6 p.m. at Castro Theatre, 429 
Castro St., S.F $20-$47.50; 415-621- 
6120 or castrotheatre.com. 


Anothecarium 
San Francisco, CA 


415.500.2620 
Green Door 

San Francisco, CA 
415.541.9590 


Art 


Take This Hammer: Art + Media 
Activism from the Bay Area, an 
exhibition that reflects the Bay Area’s 
legacy as a center for art activism, 
opens at noon through Aug. 14 at 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission St., S.F. $10; 415-978-2787 or 
ybca.org. 


SFFOGE 
San Francisco, CA 


415.896.4271 





want to see continue. Comedians literally live 
and die by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian 
Will Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., $10, 
https://www.facebook.com/sfcomedymachine. 
The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., 
San Francisco. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 


SUNDAY 


Comically Curated: Comedians Jesse Hett, Spen- 
cer Latham, and Richard Toomer invite artists 
to submit their work to a panel of experts, i.e., 
them. Third Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., 
$10. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415- 
816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 


3/13 





San Francisco, CA 
415.252.7727 


San Francisco, CA 
415.834.5225 





Film 

Trains on Film, a three-day series put 
together by novelist Michael Ondaatje 
and film critic David Thomson, concludes 
with 1945’s Brief Encounter, based on 
Noél Coward’s play about unrequited 
commuter passion, and 2010's 
Unstoppable, based on the true story of a 
runaway train hauling toxic chemicals at 
3 p.m. at the Rafael Film Center, 1118 
Fourth St., San Rafael. $8.25-$11; 415- 
454-1222 or rafaelfilm.cafilm.org. 





861-3663, brainwash.com. 415-643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 


Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 
8 p.m. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

Comedy Oasis: Hosted by Juan Medina. Second 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $5. Oasis, 
298 11th St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Doc's Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to 
the North Beach space formerly occupied by 
landmark nightclub The Purple Onion — and this 
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MONDAY 3/14 


Talk 


LORD HIGH 
FUNNYMAN 


A regular at the Mon- 
day Night Philosophy series, 
George Hammond has lec- 
tured on everything from Py- 
thagoras’ discovery of the 
mathematical ratios underly- 
ing musical harmony to the 
philosophy of yoga detailed 
in the Bhagavad Gita. To- 
night, with “Thomas 
More’s Utopian Humor,” 
he celebrates the 500th anni- 
versary of the publication of Utopia. Hammond sets the stage: Killing time in 
Bruges, the young author, bourgeoning humanist, and British diplomat enter- 
tains close friends with tales of Utopia, a word coined by More which, translated 
from the Greek, means “no place.” Utopian societies disdain private property 
and gold — the latter is used for chamber pots — while tolerating euthanasia, 
divorce, slavery, and marriage among priests. (Lawyers, premarital sex, and 
travel without a passport are, of course, forbidden.) Ripe for modern interpreta- 
tion, Utopia has been regarded entirely as satire by Catholics — More, a lawyer, 
was canonized and beheaded for opposing Henry VIII's divorce — while being 
embraced by Communists. (More’s name was listed on the Obelisk of Revolu- 
tionary Thinkers in Moscow.) With an understanding of Renaissance humanism 
and humor, Hammond breathes warmth and laughter into the lines. 

“Thomas More’s Utopian Humor” starts at 6 p.m. at the Commonwealth 
Club of California, 555 Post St., S.F $20; 415-597-6700 or common- 
wealthclub.org. Silke Tudor 
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weekly open mic means that you, too, can share 
the same stage where Lenny Bruce once stood. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, 
San Francisco, 415-649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Gina Yashere: Wed., March 9, 8 p.m.; Thu., March 
10, 8 p.m.; Fri., March 11, 8 & 10 p.m.; Sat., March 
12, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $16.50. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, punch- 
linecomedyclub.com. 

Godfrey's Reality Check & Talent Extravaganza: 
A wacky talent showcase with host Meredith 
Godfrey. Second Saturday of every month, 8 
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p.m., free. The Hearth, 4701 Geary Blvd., San 
Francisco, 415-751-0200. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

H#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy pre- 
sented by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednes- 
days, 7 p.m., truehustleentertainment.com. 
Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, 
San Francisco, 415-861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, 
with all genders welcome (but misogyny most 
definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 11th 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Joking, Not Slurred: Every other Monday, 5 
p.m.-midnight, free. Oddjob, 1337 Mission, San 


Math Frolic 


Pi Day, 28th annual daylong 
celebration of the never-ending 
number, concludes with a Pi March to the Pi 
Shrine, with as many digits as there are 
people, and pie-eating at 1:30 p.m. at The 
Exploratorium, Pier 15, S.E. $19-$29; 415- 
528-4444 or exploratorium.edu. 


Singing Silliness 


Wheel of Karaoke, a game show pivoting 
on Lady Luck to pick your song between 
vaudeville acts, starts at 9 p.m. at Make Out 
Room, 3225 22nd St., S.E Free; 415-647- 
2888 or makeoutroom.com. 








Francisco, 415-555-1337, oddjobsf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510- 
834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by 
Griffin Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley. 
com. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 415- 
392-9290, melt-cafe.com. 

Michael Yo: Fri., March 11, 8 & 10:15 p.m.; Sat., 
March 12, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m., $23.50. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Milkin’ It!: Local and national comics hosted by 
Jules Posner. Second and Third Tuesday of every 
month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San 
Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, 
Jessica Sele, Richard Toomer, and Torio Van 
Grol. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-643-3373, www.lostweekend- 
video.com. 

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by Michael 
Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The Basement, 
222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, the- 
basementsf.com. 

Monday Happy Hour Comedy: Cara Tramontano 
hosts this free monthly stand-up showcase. 
Second Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free/ 
donation, mondayhappyhourcomedy.com. The 
Royale, 800 Post, San Francisco, 415-441-4099, 
theroyalesf.com. 

Mortified: Storytelling series where authors 
perform works from their own teenage journals, 
poems, schoolwork, and other embarrassing 
youth paraphernalia. Second Friday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., $15-$21, getmortified.com. 
DNA Lounge, 375 1ith St., San Francisco, 415- 
626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) 
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plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, night- 
lifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., 
San Francisco, 415-693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live 
audience. Fridays, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 


TUESDAY 


= 


bazaarcafe.com. 

Stand-up Comedy Showcase: Hosted by Danny 
Dechi. Featuring Top Bay Area Comedians Third 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 21, Free, 415-831-5620, danny@ 
dannydechi.com, www.DannyDechi.com. Bazaar 
Cafe, 5927 California, San Francisco, bazaar- 
cafe.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines fol- 


3/15 


™~, Music 


Jackie Gage, a soulful torch singer 





PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 
#PhotoBombSF: Hosts (and wannabe paparazzi) 

Red Scott and Imran G snap red carpet photos of 
audience members as they enter this comedy 
show, with public critiques of the results pro- 
viding added entertainment between stand-up 
routines. Third Wednesday of every month, 
8 p.m., $15-$20. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San 

Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tournament. 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 415-955-1916, kellsirish.com. 

Real Live Comedians: Second Wednesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10 advance, facebook.com/ 
RealLiveComedians. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by 
Medicine Bug and comedy by Affirmative Action 
Heroes, plus guests. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $5-$20, 
facebook.com/medicinebug. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

The Setup: A night of “comedy in the TL on the 
DL.” Second Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/TheSetupSF. The Base- 
ment, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, 
thebasementsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and spontaneous 
comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, end- 
gamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

So You Think You Can Lap Dance?: A half-dozen 
contestants try their hands (and hips) at per- 
forming improvised lap dances on volunteers, 
with the audience choosing which one wins a 
totally sweet $25 gift certificate to Ross Dress 
for Less. Second Friday of every month, 10:30 
p.m., $15-$20. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

The Something Something Shindig: Second Mon- 
day of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

Stand-Up Comedy Showcase: With Danny Dechi 
and guests. Third Wednesday of every month, 
7 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Bazaar Cafe, 
5927 California, San Francisco, 415-831-5620, 
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whose rich, warm tones roll over you like 
the Southern dusk, celebrates the release 
of Siren Songs at 8 p.m. at Yoshi's, 510 
Embarcadero Sq., Oakland. $18-23; 510- 
238-9200 or yoshis.com. 


lowed by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProduc- 
tions. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

Sup Girl?: Monthly comedy showcase brought to 
you by Kelly Anneken, Aviva Siegel, and Kate 
Willett. Third Wednesday of every month, 8 
p.m., free, facebook.com/supgirlcomedy. The 
Royale, 800 Post, San Francisco, 415-441-4099, 
theroyalesf.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Trump vs. Bernie: The Debate!: Starring James 
Adomian and Anthony Atamanuik Thu., March 
10, 8 & 10:30 p.m., $20. The Independent, 628 
Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-771-1420, thein- 
dependentsf.com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 
8 p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open mic 
hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415- 
142-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at 
this long-running weekly comedy catharsis. 
Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgames- 
improv.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San 
Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Yum & Yummer: A Comedy Showcase: With Ruby 
Gill and Nicole Love. Third Tuesday of every 
month, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/yummmer. 
Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, 
San Francisco, 415-861-3663, brainwash.com. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 


Carolina Lugo's & Carolé Acufia's Ballet Fla- 
menco: Brace yourself for sultry Spanish night 
when the floor burns with pulsating sounds of 
footwork, song, castanets, syncopated hand 
clapping and guitar for a riveting display of this 
true Spanish art form. A mother & daughter duo, 
Carolina's y Carole’s, high energy and passion 
defines a new dimension in Spanish dance tra- 
ditions Fridays, Saturdays, 8:15-10:30 p.m., $30, 
925-943-SHOW (7469), www.carolinalugo.com. 
Lesher Center for the Arts, 1601 Civic, Walnut 
Creek, lesherartscenter.org. 

Mision Flamenca: Monthly live flamenco music and 
dance performances. Second Saturday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., $15, facebook.com/mision. 
flamenca. Bissap Baobab, 3372 19th St., San 
Francisco, 415-826-9287, bissapbaobab.com. 
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LITERARY EVENTS 


Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry open 
mic with a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 p.m., 
free/donation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 2277 
International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, east- 
sideartsalliance.com. 

Left Coast Writers: Monthly readings by members 
of the LCW literary community. Second Monday 
of every month, 6 p.m., free, leftcoastwriters. 
com. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San 
Francisco, 415-835-1020, bookpassage.com. 

Lyrics & Dirges: Monthly reading series that 
features a mix of Bay Area writers from young to 
old. Third Wednesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free. Pegasus Books Downtown, 2349 Shattuck, 
Berkeley, 510-649-1320, pegasusbookstore.com. 

The Moth StorySLAM: Dan Kennedy presides 
over this monthly gathering of raconteurs at 
which 10 volunteers are randomly chosen to 
tell a five-minute tale. Second Monday of every 
month, 7 p.m., $8-$16, themoth.org. Rickshaw 
Stop, 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011, 
rickshawstop.com. 

The Shout: Monthly storytelling event. Second 
Monday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $5-$20, 
theshoutstorytelling.com. Perch, 440 Grand, 
Oakland, 510-922-1507, facebook.com/per- 
chcoffee. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Fort Mason, Bldg. 
C, San Francisco, 415-771-1076, friendssfpl.org. 

Voz Sin Tinta: Monthly bilingual poetry reading 
series curated by Jose Hector Cadena and Mar- 
guerite Munoz. Second Thursday of every month, 
6:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/vozsintinta. 
Alley Cat Books, 3036 24th St., San Francisco, 
415-824-1761, alleycatbookshop.com. 

Why There Are Words: Monthly meetup of literary 
minds hosted and curated by Peg Alford Pursell. 
Second Thursday of every month, 7 p.m., $10, 
whytherearewords.com. Studio 333, 333 Cale- 
donia, Sausalito, 415-331-8272, studio333.info. 

The WordParty: Open mic poetry with hosts 
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Jennifer Barone and Ingrid Keir, plus music by 
Nova Jazz. Third Tuesday of every month, 8 
p.m., donation, thewordparty.com. Viracocha, 
998 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-374-7048, 
viracochasf.com. 

Write Club: Writers spar in 7-minute bouts based 
on given themes. Hosted by Casey Childers and 
Steven Westdahl. Third Tuesday of every month, 
8 p.m., $5-$10, 647-2888, writeclubsf.com. 
Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
makeoutroom.com. 

Writers with Drinks: Spoken-word variety show 
that mixes genres — including poetry, stand-up 
comedy, sci-fi, romance, mystery, erotica, 
memoir, and more — to raise money for local 
nonprofits. Second Saturday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., $5-$20, writerswithdrinks.com. Elbo 
Room, 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552- 
7788, elbo.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS & 
EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection ex- 
plore the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, 
asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 
cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
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Soundscapes 


MUSICA 
UNIVERSALIS 


A few years ago, astronomers 
released an eerie recording 
of musical harmonies pro- 
duced by the sun. Stars, they 
explained, vibrate like musi- 
cal instruments, and their 
flickering light corresponds 
to tones — 
it is the true music of the 
spheres. We must credit Joc- 
elyn Bell who, in 1967, first 
detected a radio signal that 
occurred every 1.3 seconds, like a drumbeat. She had discovered the first pulsar. 
A second, on the other side of the galaxy, dashed international hopes of alien 
transmissions but inspired Gérard Grisey, the renowned French composer cred- 
ited with the development of spectral music, to write Le Noir de I’Etoile. This vast 
and otherworldly sonic experience, created by six percussionists situated 
throughout the room, is part of “Starscape” along with Marianthi Papalexan- 
dri-Alexandri’s Kein Thema. Unlike Grisey’s work, Kein Thema focuses on the mi- 
nuteness of sound — crinkling paper, a rolling marble, a finger rubbing across 
the surface of wood — to uncover something equally infinite. Presented by the 
San Francisco Contemporary Music Players, “Starscape” will alternate nights 
with “Oscuroscape,’ which includes two pieces about the nature of darkness by 
Pulitzer-winning composer David Lang. 

“Starscape” starts at 7:30 p.m. and runs through Mar. 18 at Z Space, 450 
Florida St., S.F. $15-$35; 415-626-0453 or zspace.org. Silke Tudor 





Cine Event 


Nosferatu, E.W. Murnau’s 1922 silent vampyre 
film, is given an original score by beloved 
Southwest quintet the Invincible Czars at 7 p.m. 
at Alamo Drafthouse, 2550 Mission St., S.E $15; 
415-549-5959 or drafthouse.com/sf. 


Reading 


“Subterfuge,” the 10th anniversary of 
InsideStoryTime MCd by fiction writer James 
Warner, features Janis Cooke Newman, Sean 
Beaudoin, Roshni Rustomji-Kerns, Luiza Flynn- 
Goodlett, and Teck Sway-Bien reading at 7 p.m. 
at El Amigo Bar, 3355 Mission St., S.F. $5; 415- 
824-1940 or insidestorytime.com. 
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cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Animal Attrac- 
tion: Exhibit about the wild courtship and mating 
strategies in the animal kingdom. Daily. Color of 
Life: The Academy's bright new summer show 
celebrates the chromatic diversity of nature 
with live animals, interactive displays, dioramas, 
videos, and more. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your 
senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
and more. Daily. Habitat Earth: The California 
Academy of Sciences’ newest planetarium show 
redefines the traditional concept of astronomi- 
cal presentation, turning the telescopes around 
and focusing on the greatest wonder of the 
universe — Earth itself — as it invites viewers 
to discover what it means to live in today’s con- 
nected world on the only planet known to sustain 
biodiversity and life. Daily. Penguin Feeding: 
Watch as the Academy's flightless friends are 
offered their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 
a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive 
into the Academy's live coral tank and offer 
live explanations of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 
a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up 
close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 
NightLife: Weekly afterhours party featuring 
dance music, drinks, scientific presentations, 
hands-on activities, and more for people who like 
to pair their intellectual curiosity with a cocktail. 
Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. $10-$12. calacademy. 
org/events/nightlife. Sharks and Rays: Learn 
about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. 55 Music Concourse, San 
Francisco, 415-379-8000, calacademy.org. 

Chinese Historical Society of America. The 
Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 
historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 
965 Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 

Conservatory of Flowers. Garden Railway: 1915 
Pan-Pacific: Garden Railway displays miniature 
replicas of World's Fair attractions. Through April 
10. $8. 100 John F. Kennedy Drive, San Francisco, 
415-666-7001, conservatoryofflowers.org. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum. Hardly Strictly 
Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet 
Warren Hellman, or see him perform at his 
signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and humanity 
that emanated from his being (and his banjo). 
The Contemporary Jewish Museum assembles 
rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special per- 
sonal possessions like a banjo signed by star 
performers and a jacket covered with rhine- 
stones and a Star of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Lamp of the Covenant: Dave 
Lane, often described as “‘an outsider artist,” 
has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 90-foot 
sheath of globes, light bulbs, old tools, and other 
objects that hang over the museum's central 
lobby. Like the eternal light that can be found 
in every synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp can 
be seen as a symbol of higher connection — both 
literally and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Exploratorium. Permanent Exhibits: The family 
science museum's gigantic new complex is 
split into six separate gallery sections that 
focus on human behavior, senses & perception, 
biology, the environment, and much more — all 
with the Exploratorium’s famously whimsical 
and interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pairings: Cultivating a Taste for 
Science Through Food: Clay Reynolds and Chef 
Loretta Keller of Seaglass Restaurant host this 
monthly meeting of the minds (and stomachs) 
for adults ages 18+. Second Thursday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m. Tactile Dome: One of the Ex- 
ploratorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black 
maze designed to heighten one’s awareness of 
the sense of touch — reopens at the new location 
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after a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
$12-$15 (in addition to regular museum admis- 
sion). Pier 15, San Francisco, 415-528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting 
Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 30 Years of 
Collecting Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth 
Cornu curates a selection of visual art that 
recalls scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent 
days of gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 

International Art Museum of America. Free 
Guided Museum Tour: Monthly tour of the 
|AMA’s diverse exhibits and highlighted artists. 
Second Sunday of every month, 1:30 p.m. free. 
1025 Market St., San Francisco, 415-376-6344, 
iamasf.org. 

Legion of Honor. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Por- 
celain from England and continental Europe. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. The Salon Doré: Recently 
restored, this installation recreates the ex- 
travagant French Neoclassical interior of the 
Hotel de la Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 415-750-3600, 
legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science Sun- 
days: Learn about oceans and the wildlife within 
during classroom presentations and docent-led 
tours of the MMC. Second and Fourth Sunday of 
every month, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker 
Road, Sausalito, marinemammalcenter.org. 

Museum of the African Diaspora. Alison Saar: 
“Bearing”: Saar utilizes manipulated materials 
such as glass and tar and found objects such as 
sugar sacks, mops, and raw cotton to merge the 
historical past with contemporary bodies. The 
historical attachments associated with such ma- 
terials provoke conversation about the burdens 
endured by African Americans stemming from 
the legacy of slavery and racial discrimination, 


both past and present. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 16. $5-$10. 685 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-358-7200, moadsf.org. 

Oakland Museum of California. Bees: Tiny Insect, 
Big Impact: With bee populations declining 
across the nation, this family friendly exhibit 
acts as both an introduction to these striped in- 
sects and a wake-up Call about their ecological 
importance. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through July 24. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238- 
2200, museumca.org. 

Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live 
presentations about the animals who live 
at the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
199 Museum, San Francisco, 415-554-9600, 
randallmuseum.org. 

Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In 
Science Workshop: Each week kids and 
parents can participate in artistic activities 
that illuminate some aspect of science. Sat- 
urdays, 10:30 a.m. $3-$5. Meet the Animals: 
Though the Randall's regular facilities in 
Corona Heights are temporarily closed, the 
animals who live at the museum will make 
weekly trips down to the Mission for free 
live presentations. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Drop-In Art Workshop: Get creative with arts 
and crafts projects for children and parents 
alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. $3-$5. 745 Treat, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Maritime National Histori- 
cal Park Visitor Center. A Walk Along the 
Waterfront: Historic memorabilia, nautical 
artifacts, slide presentations, and large- 
scale decorative installations recreate the 
sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 
shipping and fishing industries in this free 
daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 415-447-5000, 
nps.gov/safr. 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 
(SFMOMA). Picturing Modernity: Selections 
from the SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of 
photographs from SFMOMA's own collection 
that illustrate a wide range of photographic 
styles. Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415- 
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Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Lightswarm: 
This suspended window sculpture turns the 
YBCA’'s glass wall into a glowing parade of 
sound-sensing lights that changes with the 
movements of nearby people and things. 
Through Oct. 31. Free. Murmur Wall: Located 
by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, this Future 
Cities Lab installation lights up as it incor- 
porates local trending search engine results 
and social media postings. Onlookers can 
offer their own contributions, which feed 
into the data stream, light up the sculpture, 
and reflect the city’s volatile internet habits. 
Through May 31, 2017. Free. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 
revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 
678 Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue 
of songs and sketches that take a humorous 
look at the current food scene. Fridays, Sat- 
urdays, 8 p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical.com. 
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Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Hair: The American tribal-love rock musical: 
Bay Area Musicals! continues its inaugural 
season with the acclaimed tribal love-rock 
musical, “Hair”. This generation-defining 
musical tells the story of Vietnam-era youths 
awkwardly but exuberantly creating their own 
rite of passage through the confusion around 
them. Among them are Claude and Berger - 
a pair of friends battling against Claude's 
draft notice, and Sheila, who is in love with 
both of them, but her politically-active 
lifestyle leaves her little time to act on her 
feelings. Ultimately, Claude has to decide if 
the hippie life is for him or go to Vietnam. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 2 
p.m. Continues through March 12, $35-$60, 
415-340-2207, info@bamsf.org, www.bamsf. 
org/. Victoria Theatre, 2961 16th St., San 
Francisco, victoriatheatre.org. 

“Mighty Real’: A Fabulous Sylvester Musical: 
“Mighty Real” celebrates the life of the orig- 
inal 1970's disco queen Sylvester. Directed by 
Wayne and Kendrell Bowman with the book 
written by Wayne. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 13, $35-$100. Brava 
Theater Center, 2781 24th St., San Francisco, 
415-641-7657, brava.org. 
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Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, per- 
formance artists, and others take the stage 
at this regular staging of works in progress. 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 

Saturday Write Fever: S.F. Theater Pub’s Stuart 
Bousel and Megan Cohen host this “writing 
sprint” where hastily penned thematic 
monologues get performed before the ink 
even gets a chance to dry. Second Saturday 
of every month, 8:30 p.m., free. Exit Theatre, 
156 Eddy, San Francisco, 415-673-3847, 
theexit.org. 

Shotz: Amios cooks up a new set of thematically 
linked one-act, five-minute plays that share 
common criteria. Second Wednesday of 
every month, 8 p.m., $10, amios.wordpress. 
com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

The Unfortunates: The Unfortunates, a musical 
fever dream inspired by the old blues song 
“St. James Infirmary,” tells the story of a 
soldier who traverses a world of nightmares 
to rescue an armless courtesan from the 
plague. Through April 10, $45-$85. The Strand, 
1127 Market, San Francisco, 415-749-2228, 
act-sf.org. 
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“Keal” Gary Reese Ausbrooks 
Dec. 8, 1945 — Feb. 9, 2016 


Nalive of Alameda, C.A, 
keal died in his Carmichael, 
Sacramento Co. home of lung 
and heart failure al age of 70. 
Keal graduated from Alameda 
High School and was_ the 
oldest. of — three — children 
of Tlubert) and Rosa’ Lee 
Ausbrooks. Kealis survived 
by his sister, Anila Chaves, 
plus several first and second 
cousins mostly in the 
Sacramento and Bay Area. 
keal worked for Capwell’s 
and Emporium dept. stores, 
Standard Brands, and — for 


the last three decades Kelly- 


Moore Paints both in SF and 
recently in Citrus Teights. 

keal will be missed by his 
friends: Fran, Bill,Charles 
and Jeannie in Bay Area; Don 
and Rob in Sacramento; and 
Perey, Chuck, Curt and David 
that now live oul of stale. [Tis 
passions were: — gambling: 
bingo: baking deserts: growihg 
orchids: and painting in oils 
& acrylics, mostly modern 
paintings on canvas. Enjoyed 
reading sei-li © adventure 
novels and walehing sc-fi and 
horror movies and television 
programs. Keal asked thal 
there be no celebration of his 
life or funeral services. 
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San Francisco Choir Girt 


Embarking on her theatrical career, Courtney Love remains brash and uncensored. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


When Vanity Fair dispatched 
Kevin Sessums to profile Courtney 
Love in the 90s, longtime editor Gray- 
don Carter gave him some advice: “Say 
‘fuck’ a lot and act like that’s what you 
want to do to her.” 

It worked well enough for the jour- 
nalist to get close enough to his quarry 
for the resulting June 1995 cover 
story, and well enough for Love and 
Sessums to hold a copy of it on stage 
at the Curran Theatre during their 
conversation with playwright Todd 
Almond Monday evening. 

Love co-starred with Almond in 
his Kansas City Choir Boy during the 
play’s runs in New York, L.A., and in 
Cambridge, Mass. It’s an operatic, 
mostly dialogue-less chronicle of a 
composer whose great love vanishes 
into New York City. Years earlier, 
Almond had listened to Love’s band 
Hole as a goody-two-shoes teenager 
plotting his escape from Alliance, Neb., 
and cast her based on her resemblance 
to the goddess Athena. Their appear- 
ance, part of the Curran: Under Con- 
struction’s “Groundbreakers” series, 
showed how a rather unlikely pairing 
yielded an enduring artistic and per- 
sonal bond. Jointly or solo, the pair 
performed four musical numbers, fre- 
quently maintaining fierce eye contact. 

Almond is soft-spoken, a native 
of the western Nebraska town best 
known for Jim Reinders’ site-specific 
sculpture Carhenge. Love, who was 
born to hippies in San Francisco in 
1964 and spent much of her youth 
here, remains brash and uncensored. 
She also comes from a more privileged 
background than you might think: 
Her adoptive grandmother took her 
to Gump’s, and by her own admis- 
sion, Love had a small trust fund that 
allowed her to do “a lot of drugs and 
start a lot of imaginary bands” during 
her teenage years. (The whispers that 
she was an heiress to the Bausch & 
Lomb fortune were untrue, “a bullshit 
myth I started for myself.”) 

Her wild, vice-fueled days are long 
behind her, Love says. Monday was 
her 67th day of not smoking, making 
her a “viable houseguest” in spite of 
her penchant for watching reruns 
of Keeping Up With the Kardashians. 
(“Tm friendly with them. I live in L.A.! 
They're not going anywhere.”) But she’s 
lost none of the intensity that made 
Hole’s album Live Through This an icon 
of feminist grunge. Years of smoking 
have deepened her vocals, and when 
Sessums compared her voice to Mari- 
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Kevin Sessums interviews 2 
Courtney Love and Toddaid non 


anne Faithfull’s, he wasn’t wrong. That 
she wore pearls and a diamond brace- 
let, and later donned black-and-white 
reading glasses to brush up on some 
PJ Harvey lyrics only made Courtney 
Love that much more bewitching. 

There was plenty of amiable talk of 
where her budding theatrical career 
might go from here. In what direction 
does a 51-year-old punk chart her 
course? Sessums floated the possibility 
of her playing Blanche Dubois, with 
Lili Taylor as Stella, in A Streetcar 
Named Desire. (Or possibly Martha in 
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?) Either 
way, Love delighted in learning that 
she'd once freaked out Jessica Lange 
— who played Dubois in a TV movie 
— with her youthful antics. 

But it always came back to rock 
n’ roll, and not merely because Love 
confessed that, yes, diehard Hole fans 
sometimes appear at her theatrical 
performances on the chance she'll 
stage dive. While Almond cast her 
with the Greek goddess of war and 
wisdom in mind, Love’s take on their 
on-stage charisma comes straight from 
the rock canon: Fleetwood Mac’s 1982 
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Mirage tour. Stevie Nicks and Lindsey 
Buckingham’s mix of love and loathing 
for one another kept that band going 
through its most cocaine-addled pe- 
riod, and Love wanted to mirror that 
energy with Almond on stage. That’s 
not to say their interactions are always 
so high-voltage; off-stage, they’re 
confidantes who chat over coffee. And 
when Almond told a story about a per- 
formance in which a patron emptied 
her bladder in the front row, Love was 
practically squirming in her seat, forc- 
ing herself not to finish the anecdote 
for him. 

She brought up Nirvana only once, 
by way of her pre-Choir Boy theatrical 
C.V. —noting that she'd tried putting 
its music to “a non-jazz-hands musical, 
which is really hard” — but the only 
direct mention of Kurt Cobain came 
toward the end of the evening. He 
and Love had seen PJ Harvey in San 
Francisco once, at Slim’s. She declined 
to disclose anything about her current 
significant other except to playfully 
chastise Sessums for bringing up a 
short-lived “domestic partnered” sta- 
tus on Facebook. 





Christopher Victorio 


Sessums asked about Frances Bean, 
Love’s daughter with Cobain, whose 
relationship with her mother has often 
been reported as strained. Love had 
none of that, airily noting that her 
newly married daughter sometimes 
calls her Joan — presumably a ref- 
erence to Joan Crawford in Mommie 
Dearest — and sometimes calls her 
Mother, but “when she’s mad at me, 
she calls me Courtney.” Love also re- 
fused to entertain the notion that she 
might become a grandmother sooner 
or later, repeating the word “no” at 
least half a dozen times. 

She’s matured a great deal, but 
Courtney Love is not ready to grow 
old. At one point, Sessums observed 
that all the divas he’d ever interviewed 
shared one similarity: They acted out 
of fear to a surprising degree. Did Love 
have any idea why? 

“Don't let me lose the lights!” she 
said, overdramatically ventriloquizing 
some queen of the stage. “Don’t let me 
lose the lights!” 
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PORNO SCI-FI DREAMLAND 


Harry Potter 
and the Virtual 
Finger Blaster 


“Orbiting,” “signaling,” and 
“accenting” sound like the names of charms 
taught in Professor Flitwick’s class at Hog- 
warts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, but 
Emma Watson — the actress who brought 
the wizarding world’s most beloved feminist 
icon, Hermione Granger, to the silver screen 
— can tell you they are not. 

They are, in fact, masturbation tech- 
niques showcased on the sexual education 
platform, OMGYes, which the actress pub- 
licly endorsed during her recent interview 
with feminist leader Gloria Steinem. 

Researchers from Indiana University’s 
school of Public Health, in partnership 
with The Kinsey Institute, conducted 
in-depth interviews with more than 
1,000 women about how they pleasure 
themselves, and created a site that would 
present this information to any adult with 
Internet access and $29. 

The one-time fee gives users access 
to 50 videos of women talking about the 
techniques they use, as well as 11 
explicit and interactive “touch 
videos” that allow the user 
to virtually explore how 
to pleasure a variety of 
women’s bodies. Each of 
the touch videos is built 
around one individual 
womans sensitivities, 
and responds with re- 
al-time feedback like “Just 
around the clit like that,” 
and “T’m close, I’m close! Stop 
for a second.” 

The site is classified as educational, but 
I can't help but feel like [ve been waiting 
my entire life for this kind of technology. 
Playing with a virtual vagina that responds 
with encouragement and instruction is 
something out of porno sci-fi dreamland. 

Watson agrees, saying with a sugges- 
tive smile that the cost of the subscription 
is “worth it.” 

I blushed hard, imagining her playing 
with a virtual pussy on the same tablet she 
used during her interview with porn-hating 
Gloria Steinem last month in front of hun- 
dreds of feminists in the U.K. 

Though Steinem is a founder of mod- 
ern-day feminism, she is also known 
for being vehemently outspoken about 
pornography. In 2014, she told Jennifer 
Aniston that “pornography is to women 
what Fascist literature was to Jews.” So it’s 
understandable that Watson paused anx- 
iously before interrogating Steinem about 
the topic. 

Both women agreed that a world 
without porn “may be a long way off,” but 
Steinem hoped that “alternatives” are on 
the horizon. 


Watson noticeably perked up at this idea: 
“Yes! We should be creating lots of awesome, 


great, alternatives to pornography.” 
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Perhaps she was referring to the virtual 
finger blasting she’s been exploring? 

However, as much as Watson may 
feel she has some kind of permission to 
access OMGYes because of its health and 
research focus, I imagine she’s smart 
enough to realize that it too is just an- 
other genre of pornography — content 
intended to cause sexual excitement. 
Nothing more, nothing less. 

Though Watson was far too polite 
ever to contradict Steinem, she seemed 
excited about the intersections of sex- 
uality and feminism. 

I can relate. Much of my por- 
nographic career has been spent in the 
“feminist” genre, where women’s plea- 
sure is placed front and center. 

Steinem has called for her own idea 
of acceptable “erotica” which she says 
portrays sex that is “mutual and plea- 
surable and not about domination, pain, 
violence, and humiliation.” 

Now, of course violence is never 
acceptable in the bedroom, but domina- 
tion, pain, and humiliation? Those are 
pillars of my kinky, feminist, consensual 
sex life. 

In a world full of slut-shaming and 

the devaluation of women’s 
bodies and pleasure, being 
able to ask for exactly 
what I want and get it has 
been a revelation. 

Sometimes, I even get 

to do it on camera — al- 
though my “authentic” 
desires don’t always fit 
into the soft-focused, 
non-threatening aes- 
thetics associated with 
the “feminist” style. 
Now that Watson has 
begun her search for “lots of 
awesome, great alternatives” to 
traditional pornography, perhaps she'll 
stumble across some of my work. (I have 
a feeling she may especially resonate 
with “Forbidden Curses,” the Harry Pot- 
ter-themed role-playing scene I made in 
collaboration with feminist wizard nerds 
Ella Nova and Mia Li for GirlBulles.com.) 

The Feminist Porn Awards just cel- 
ebrated its 10th anniversary, and the 
Feminist Porn Book contains hundreds 
of pages of scholarly articles on the 
subject. It’s truly baffling that these 
two intelligent, worldly women seem to 
have remained ignorant to the genre as 
a whole. 

The portrayal of female pleasure on- 
screen has been done, and it’s been done 
well — but it has yet to save the world 
from misogyny. The portrayal of “au- 
thentic female pleasure” doesn’t matter 
so much in a world where poverty, rac- 
ism, and the criminalization of sex work 
are still alive and well. 

Soft-focused videos of female or- 
gasms probably won't save us from 
patriarchy, but condemning one of the 
few industries where women are the top 
earners most certainly won't, either. 


TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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A Haunting in Cawdor 


A Haunting in Cawdor 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the Roxie 
Theater. 
There’s potential for a fun horror movie 
Phil Wurtzel’s A Haunting in Cawdor, but 
the end result is as uninspired as its title. 
Vivian (Shelby Young) is a young convict 
who's sent to work-release program at the 
Barn Theatre in the small town of Caw- 
dor, where she and her fellow parolees are 
recruited by theater director Lawrence 
(Cary Elwes), who informs them that 
they'll be staging Shakespeare’s Mac- 
beth — with the strict stipulation not to 
mention the play’s name aloud, in accor- 
dance with theater tradition. But both 
Vivian and Lawrence have their own dark 
secrets, and when Vivian watches a tape 
of Lawrence's previous Lady Macbeth in- 
génue Jeanette (Alexandria DeBerry), all 
hell breaks loose — sort of. The picture 
never rises above its own limitations, and 
tends to stumble when it tries to be cre- 
ative cinematically, particularly an egre- 
gious hand-held orbiting camera shot 
that makes what should be a crucial scene 
all but unwatchable. Low-budget, re- 
gional horror films can have their 
charms, but A Haunting in Cawdor is de- 
void of dramatic tension, often feeling 
like the story was reverse-engineered 
from the location. In fact, director Wurt- 
zel also made a documentary about the 
real-life theatre called The Barn The- 
atre: Tomorrow’s Stars Today, which is al- 
most certainly more entertaining thanA 
Haunting in Cawdor. Sherilyn Connelly 


Mountains May Depart 
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Not rated. Opens Friday at the Roxie 
Theater. 

Zhangke Jia’s Mountains May Depart is 
one of those bighearted melodramas that 
mainland China does so well, with hints 
of The Place Beyond the Pines. The picture 
takes place in 1999, 2014, and 2025, and 
follows the changing fortunes of Tao (Tao 
Zhao) and the two men in her life. There’s 
the working-class Liangzi (Jing Dong Li- 
ang) and the well-to-do Zhang (Yi Zhang) 
— and eventually, her son with Zhang, 
the subtly named Dollar (Zijian Dong). 
The title doesn’t appear until 40 minutes 
in, after the first segment, which may 
well break The Last Movie’s record title de- 
lay, and the aspect ratio changes with 
each time period: the square Academy ra- 
tio of 1.33:1 for 1999, the basic wides- 
creen of 1.85:1 for 2014, and 2.35:1 
Cinemascope for the far-flung future of 
2025. (Consider: the once impossibly-fu- 
turistic-sounding year of 1999 is now be- 
ing evoked with old-timey movie 
techniques.) The 2025 segment focuses 
on the 19-year-old Dollar, who lives in 
Australia, doesn’t remember his mother, 
and only speaks English. Among Moun- 
tains May Depart’s themes is the danger 
of China’s slide into capitalism, although 
some of the subtleties will likely be lost 
on Westerners. On that note, while we're 
clearly meant to despair at the further 
encroachment of technology, those 
transparent computer tablets from 2025 
do look pretty boss. SC 


Bleak Street 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the Opera 
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Plaza Cinema. 
Arturo Ripstein’s Bleak Street lives up to 
its name, being a beautifully shot but ulti- 
mately unsatisfying exercise in miserab- 
lism. Dora (Nora Velazquez) and Adela 
(Patricia Reyes Spindola) are prostitutes 
who work the grimy back alleys of Mexico 
City. They’re aging out of the business — 
experience, it turns out, counts for very 
little in the street-level sex trade — but 
they have few other options. After hatch- 
ing a plan to drug and rob twin dwarf 
wrestlers Little Death (Juan Francisco 
Longoria) and Little AK (Guillermo 
Lopez), the scheme goes south when 
Dora and Adela accidentally kill the wres- 
tlers. Photographed in glorious black- 
and-white, the texture of the Bleak 
Street evokes the recent (and far supe- 
rior) A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night, 
while Ripstein having once been a 
protégé of Los Olvidados director Luis 
Bunuel may account for the somewhat 
timeless feel — give or take the occa- 
sional laptop or flat-screen television — 
and sympathy for its bottom-rung 
characters. A subplot in which Dora deals 
with her husband's exploring other gen- 
der options is handled far less exploit- 
atively than it might have been 
otherwise. Unfortunately, Bleak Street is 
also very talky, often telling when show- 
ing would have been sufficient, and lacks 
a third act. But sometimes that’s just how 
life is on streets that are so very bleak. SC 


Knight of Cups 
Rated R. Opens Friday. 
Things director Terence Malick likes: 


floating wide-angle lenses, the magic 
hour, people gazing at the sunset on the 
horizon, portentous voiceover narration 
in lieu of sync sound, a montage style in 
which sequential shots need not have any 
kind of thematic unity because they have 
nothing to with the aforementioned voi- 
ceover, sexy ladies in short see-through 
dresses, those sexy ladies twirling and 
frolicking because they represent capi- 
tal-L Life instead of being characters, al- 
pha-male protagonists who spend a lot of 
time gazing at said sexy ladies, and mysti- 
cism with a dash of third-act Christianity. 
Did we mention the sexy ladies in see- 
through clothing who exist for the gaze of 
the protagonist, and by extension the di- 
rector? All those things describe Malick’s 
previous film To the Wonder as well as his 
new Knight of Cups. Here, Christian Bale’s 
handsome Hollywood guy has a vague ex- 
istential crisis while looking at and/or 
romping with many sexy ladies, the 
showbiz milieu allowing for even more 
sexy ladies than ever. Granted, Imogen 
Poots’ goth makeup may be Malick’s 
greatest visual achievement Days of 
Heaven in 1978, and Los Angeles’ straight 
lines are almost refreshing after decades 
of nature porn. Otherwise, Knight of 
Cups is Malick at his most Malick-y, and 
it’s OK if that’s not your thing. SC 


CAAMEest 2016 
Opens Thursday at the Castro 
Theatre, the New People Cinema, 
the Asian Art Museum, the Alamo 
Drafthouse New Mission, and the 
Roxie. 
The Center for Asian American Media’s 
annual all-things-media extravaganza 
CAAMFest is turning 34! (Well done.) 
This year’s 11-day celebration of film, 
music, food, and digital media from the 
world’s most innovative Asian and 
Asian-American artists takes place in San 
Francisco and Oakland — although sadly 


missing from the venue list is China- 
town’s eternally troubled Great Star 
Theater, which had a good two-year 
CAAM run. Among the feature high- 
lights is Viet Nguyen’s horror-com- 
edy Crush the Skull, in which a band of 
robbers find themselves trapped ina 
deadly game of cat and mouse witha 
serial killer. Also unmissable is Tanuj 
Chopra’s hilarious Grass, in 

which Broad City-esque besties Jinky 
(Pia Shah) and Cam (Emily C. Chang) 
spend a stoned day in the park after 
helping themselves to a very large bag 
of weed. Panels of note include director 
Sanjay Patel discussing the making of 
his dazzling and deeply personal Pixar 
short Sanjay’s Super Team, which got 
co-robbed at the Oscars along 

with World of Tomorrow. Else- 

where, Master of None’s co-creator Alan 
Yang and cast member Alvin Yu will 
talk about the tribulations of bringing 
that show to Netflix, and their own ex- 
periences in the still-not-getting-it 
American entertainment industry. SC 


| 415.359.2612 





The New York Times O Critics Pick 
“Essential Viewing.” 


- Manohla Dargis, The New York Times 
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OFFICIAL 2016 BALLOT 
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New 
Restaurant: 


Pizza: 


Restaurant 
For Kids: 


Sandwich: 


Seafood: 


Steakhouse: 


Sushi: 


Tacos: 


Thai: 


Vegetarian 
Restaurant: 


Vegan 
Restaurant: 


Vietnamese 
Restaurant: 


Wings: 





Best People & Places 


Accountant: 


Advertising 
Agency: 


Apartment 
Building: 


Broker: 


Chef: 


Chiropractor: 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Communal 
Office Space: 


Cosmetic Surgeon: 


Drag Queen: 


DUI Lawyer: 


Established 
Bartender: 


Hotel: 


Injury Lawyer: 


Movie Theater: 


Neighborhood: 


New Home 
Builder: 


Orthodontist: 


People-Watching: 


Personal 
Trainer: 


Place To 
Take Visitors: 


Realtor: 


Tailor: 


Tech Company: 


Website: 


Winery: 





Alternative 
Exercise: 


Bike Path: 


Boot Camp: 


Bowling Alley: 


Crossfit Gym: 


Golf Course: 


Gym: 


Hike: 


Indoor 


Climbing Gym: 


Park: 


Pilates Studio: 


Pool Table: 


Sporting 
Goods Store: 


Team: 


Yoga Studio: 


Best Shopping & Services 





Adult Store: 


Antique Shop: 


Appliance Shop: 


Auto Repair: 


Bank: 


Best Sports & Rec 
Bicycle Shop: 


Bookstore: 


Camera Store: 


Car Wash: 


Carpet Cleaner: 


Carpet Store: 


Dentist: 


Doctor: 


Dry Cleaner: 


Eyewear Store: 


Fabric Store: 


Farmers Market: 


Floor Store: 


Furniture Store: 


Grocery 
Delivery Service: 


Hair Salon: 


Hardware Store: 


High End 
Liquor Shop: 


Hybrid Car: 


Jewelry Store: 


Liquor 
Delivery Service: 


Manicure 
& Pedicure: 


Marijuana 
Dispensary: 


Massage: 


Mattress Store: 


Medical Marijuana 
Evaluation Doctor: 


Medical Spa: 


Men's Wear 
Store: 


Oil Change: 


Pet Store: 


Pharmacy: 


Delivery Meal 
Service: 


Public 
Transportation 
Agency: 


Record Store: 


Ride Share 
Company: 


Self Storage: 


Shoe Store: 


Spa: 


Tattoo Shop: 


Tire Shop: 


Vacuum Store: 


Vintage Shop: 


Women's Apparel: 


Wine Store: 
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SUBS Te UMTS FILM LISTINGS 


ONGOING 


Requiem for the American Dream 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the Roxie 
Theater. 
There’s no leftist alive who isn’t a fan of 
Noam Chomsky — and for good reason 
— but Peter D. Hutchison, Kelly Nyks, 
and Jared P. Scott’s documentary Requiem 
for the American Dream comes across like 
more a greatest hits compilation than an 
album of new material. Ina series of 
close-up interviews intercut with archival 
footage and new graphics, Chomsky lays 
out his “10 Principles of Concentration of 
Wealth and Power,” which explain the 
methods the wealthy have used over years 
to make sure the distribution of that 
wealth stays so unequal. (One may be 
tempted to raise a lighter at “Manufacture 
Consent” as the phrase most closely asso- 
ciated with him — not counting the reso- 
nance that “colorless green ideas sleep 
furiously” has in linguistic circles, of 
course.) They’re all interesting and 
well-reasoned ideas, but nothing is partic- 
ularly revelatory in the days of a self-de- 
scribed democratic socialist running for 
president. Chomsky himself was never an 
especially dynamic speaker, particularly 
compared to his more personable progeny 
like Robert Reich, but here, he goes into 
full-on curmudgeon mode, particularly as 
he laments that kids these days are more 
likely to hang out in the shopping mall 
than the library. Requiem for the American 
Dream is valuable as a document of 
Chomsky while we still have him, but the 
people he’s inspired may be his true leg- 
acy. Sherilyn Connelly 


The Wave 
Rated R. Opens Friday at 
the Embarcadero Center Cinema. 
There’s something downright charming 
about the fact that Norway chose Roar 
Uthaug’s disaster film The Wave as its offi- 
cial submission to this year’s Academy 
Awards. Not only is it a genre the Acad- 
emy pretends doesn’t exist beyond the oc- 
casional technical award — such as 
Armageddon’s nomination for Best Sound 
Editing in’98 — but it doesn’t have an 
original idea in its admittedly pretty head, 
either. Kristian (Kristoffer Joner) isa 


Alfred Hitchcock’s FR [= [Ps [= C Cc A 


good geologist and terrible father study- 
ing seismic shifts in fjords; nobody listens 
to him when he realizes that a particular 
mountain is about to collapse, one of his 
fellow geologists even objecting to cutting 
tourist season short, as though he were 
the mayor of a New England summer re- 
sort town. Kristian is of course right, and 
when shit goes down he’s separated from 
his wife Idun (Ane Dahl Torp) and his son 
Sondre (Jonas Hoff Oftebro), who are 
trapped in the hotel where Idun works. 
The special effects and scenes of destruc- 
tion are top-notch, and the film even has a 
neat twist in Idun being more competent 
and heroic than her husband. But in the 
end, The Wave wants only to be big, dumb, 
Hollywood-style entertainment. On that 
level, it succeeds — even if a disaster 
movie cliché drinking game would lead to 
alcohol poisoning. (You have been 


warned.) SC 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


4-Star Theatre. Where To Invade Next: An expansive, 
rib-tickling, and subversive comedy in which 
Michael Moore, playing the role of “invader,” 
visits a host of nations to learn how the U.S. 
could improve its own prospects. The creator 
of Fahrenheit 9/11 and Bowling for Columbine 
is back with this hilarious and eye-opening call 
to arms. Turns out the solutions to America’s 
most entrenched problems already exist in the 
world—they're just waiting to be co-opted. Daily. 
2200 Clement, San Francisco, 415-666-3488, Intsf. 
com/4-star-theatre.html. 

Alamo Drafthouse. [he Witch: Areturn to form for the 
horror genre, serving up blood-curdling fright by 
building a dread-inducing ambiance that will leave 
fans of classic horror movies screaming—for more. 
Rather than easy scares, The Witch takes its time 
to paint a portrait of a colonial-era family being 
torn apart by evil forces and the disappearance 
of their son and the build up pays off: long after 
you're done squirming in your theater seat, The 
Witch will have you looking over your shoulder. 
Through March 10. The Hills Have Eyes: A family 
road trip takes a terrifying turn when the trav- 
elers become stranded in a barren atomic zone 
established by the U.S. government. However, the 
unlucky travelers discover to their horror that 
the wasteland is far from uninhabited, A band of 
bloodthirsty mutants prowls the area, and there 
is nothing they like better than fresh meat. Tue., 
March 15, 10:30 p.m. Nosferatu w/Live Soundtrack by 
Austin’s Invincible Czars: The Invincible Czars were 
part of a wave of acts that began creating new 
soundtracks for silent films at the original Alamo 
Drafthouse in the 00s. Unlike their peers, they 
keep adding movies, creating custom artwork/ 
wardrobe and taking the show on the road. Nos- 
feratu is FW Murnau’s unauthorized adaptation 
of Dracula and is regarded as the first important 
horror film. The Czars’ score incorporated Bela 
Bartok’s Six Romanian Dances and is performed 
by four players on flute, voice, bass clarinet, 
guitar, bass, violin, keyboard, synth, samples, 


Friday : March II -: 8pm 


Alfred Hitchcock’s only Best Film Oscar! 
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glockenspiel, percussion and toy trumpet. Wed., 
March 16, 7-9:30 p.m. $15. 2550 Mission St, San 
Francisco, 415-549-5959, https://drafthouse. 
com/sf/theater/new-mission. 

AMC Metreon 16. Deadpool: A cheeky-but-faithful 
adaptation of the Marvel Comics anti-hero, keep- 
ing the off-color meta humor that fans expect 
while delivering the action and laughs to a wider 
audience. Seriously, this movie's going to make 
Wade Wilson (Ryan Reynolds) the next household 
name when it comes to superheroes—presuming 
that household doesn't mind a smidge of bad 
words or a smattering of excessive violence by 
an masked lunatic mercenary. In Deadpool, Wade 
Wilson undergoes an experiment that leaves 
him with a warped appearance, wicked sense 
of humor and personal vendetta against the 
scientist who disfigured him. It’s going to take 
all three, along with the help of some X-Men, to 
exact his revenge... but it’ll be a fun ride getting 
there. Daily. London Has Fallen: After the death 
of the British prime minister, the world’s most 
powerful leaders gather in London to pay their 
respects. Without warning, terrorists unleash a 
devastating attack that leaves the city in chaos 
and ruins. Secret Service agent Mike Banning 
(Gerard Butler) springs into action to bring U.S. 
President Benjamin Asher (Aaron Eckhart) to 
safety. When Asher falls into the hands of the 
sinister organization, it's up to Banning to save 
his commander in chief from a horrible fate. 
Daily. 10 Cloverfield Lane: A young woman (Mary 
Elizabeth Winstead) is forced to cope with her new 
life after waking up from a nearly fatal accident 
in this thriller from director Dan Trachtenberg. 
After narrowly avoiding serious injuries in a car 
wreck, Michelle (Winstead) awakens in the care 
of a man who claims to have found her at the 
scene, and who brought her to his home after a 
catastrophic chemical attack devastated the sur- 
rounding area. Starting March 10. Daily. 101 Fourth 
St., San Francisco, 415-369-6207, amctheatres. 
com/movie-theatres/amc-metreon-16. 

Balboa Theatre. Dial M for Murder: Ex-tennis pro Tony 
Wendice (Ray Milland) wants to have his wealthy 
wife, Margot (Grace Kelly), murdered so he can get 
his hands on her inheritance. When he discovers 
her affair with Mark Halliday (Robert Cummings), 
he comes up with the perfect plan to kill her. He 
blackmails an old acquaintance into carrying 
out the murder, but the carefully-orchestrated 
set-up goes awry, and Margot stays alive. Now 
Wendice must frantically scheme to outwit the 
police and avoid having his plot detected. Thu., 
March 10, 7:30 p.m. Popcorn Palace: Every Saturday 
at 10 a.m. $10 gets ticket plus popcorn and drink! 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. 3630 Balboa, San Francisco, 
415-221-2184, balboamovies.com. 

Camera 12. Premiere of The Secret of 40 on 
Barco Escape: The first horror film on the Barco 
Escape projection system premiers at this 
year's CineQuest, played out on a super wide 
three-screen format that creates a next-gen 
immersive experience, something you can't get 
at a typical movie theater or at home. Shot on 
location in San Jose, The Secret of 40 is the story 
of Josh, devastated by the loss of his mother, 
who discovers an obscure ritual and performs 
it in an attempt to contact his mother beyond 
the grave. His pure intentions open unexpected 
doors and unleash powers beyond his control. Fri., 
March 11, 4:15-6:15 p.m. $8 - S11. 408-295-3378. 
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contact@cinequest.org. conquest.org. 201 S. 
Second St., San Jose, 408-998-3300, www. 
cameracinemas.com. 

Castro Theatre. Jhe Man Who Fell To Earth: A tribute to 
David Bowie. Co-star & Academy Award nominee 
Candy Clark will queried by the SF Chronicle's Tony 
Bravo on the making of the Sci Fi classic and more. 
This gala event also features legendary Bowie 
video clips, and tribute performances by some of 
SF's finest talent! Beep-beep. Capped by the 40th 
Anniversary screening of The Man Who Fell To Earth, 
and a meet and greet autograph signing with 
Candy Clark in the Castro mezzanine after the 
main event. Sat., March 12, 6:30 p.m. 429 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. The Room: Tommy Wiseau’s cinematic 
bomb is every bit as bad as it’s cracked up to be. 
You'll crack up as well at this riotous midnight 
screening with lots of Rocky Horror-style audience 
participation. Second Saturday of every month, 
11:59 p.m. Embrace of the Serpent: A mystic Ama- 
zonian shaman serves as a guide to ethnographic 
explorers in this Academy Award nominee for Best 
Foreign Language Film. Daily. 2261 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-267-4893, www.landmarktheatres. 
com/san-francisco/clay-theatre. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Brooklyn: A young 
Irish immigrant (Saoirse Ronan), navigating 
her way through 1950s Brooklyn, must choose 
between two countries when her new vivacity 
is disrupted by her past. Daily. Only Yesterday: 
A woman visits her family in the countryside, 
bringing back memories of her youth and won- 
dering if she has been true to the dreams of her 
childhood self. Through March 10. The Wave: When 
a mountain begins to collapse into a fjord, every 
soul in a Norwegian resort town has ten minutes 
to get to high ground before a massive tsunami 
hits. Through March 10. Knight of Cups: Terrence 
Malick’s seventh film follows a writer (Christian 
Bale) on an intensely personal odyssey as he 
undertakes a search for love and self. March 11-17. 
1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 415-26/7- 
4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
embarcadero-center-cinema. 

Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic 
film screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum 
by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. 
Saturdays. Free with museum admission. Pier 15, 
San Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 

The Knockout. Cyberpunk Cinema: Thrillhouse 
Records presents a classic sci-fi flick every 
month, preceded by an episode of Cowboy Bebop. 
Second Monday of every month, 6:30 p.m. Free. 
cyberpunkcinema.tumblr.com. 3223 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-550-6994, theknockoutsf.com. 

Opera Plaza Cinema. Bleak Street: A startlingly 
bizarre noir tale, based on a true crime story 
set in a world of prostitution, philanderers and 
luchador wrestling. March 11-17. Son of Saul: A 
Hungarian Jew, forced to work at a WWII prison 
camp, tries to secure a proper burial for the body 
of a boy he believes to be his son. Academy Award 
nominee. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 415- 
267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 

Presidio Theatre. Zootopia: From the largest ele- 
phant to the smallest shrew, the city of Zootopia is 
a mammal metropolis where various animals live 
and thrive. When Judy Hopps (Ginnifer Goodwin) 
becomes the first rabbit to join the police force, 
she quickly learns how tough it is to enforce the 
law. Determined to prove herself, Judy jumps 
at the opportunity to solve a mysterious case. 
Unfortunately, that means working with Nick 
Wilde (Jason Bateman), a wily fox who makes 
her job even harder. Daily. 2340 Chestnut, San 
Francisco, 415-776-2388, Intsf.com. 

Roxie Theater. Noam Chomsky: Requiem For The Amer- 
ican Dream: The definitive discourse with Chomsky 
on the defining characteristic of our time - the 
deliberate concentration of wealth and power 
in the hands of a select few. Through interviews 
filmed over four years, Chomsky unpacks the 
principles that have brought us to the crossroads 
of historically unprecedented inequality - tracing 
a half-century of policies designed to favor the 
most wealthy at the expense of the majority - 
while also looking back on his own life of activism 
and political participation. Through March 10. 
Mountains May Depart: Fenyang 1999. On the cusp 
of the capitalist explosion in China, Shen Tao has 
two suitors: Zhang, an aspiring entrepreneur, and 
his best friend Liangzi, who works in a coal mine. 
Shen Tao decides to marry Zhang — a man with 
a future. Leaping 15 years forward, the couple's 
son Dollar is paying a visit to his now-estranged 


mother. Everyone and everything seems to have 
grown more distant in time and space. And then 
we leap further ahead in time, to even greater 
distances. March 11-17. A Haunting in Cawdor. In this 
tense tale of psychological terror, Vivian Miller 
(Shelby Young) is a young twenties woman who's 
serving out her jail sentence at a work release 
program in the Midwest. Her 90 days of probation 
takes her to The Cawdor Barn Theatre, a dilap- 
idated summer stock theater run by Lawrence 
O'Neil (Cary Elwes). March 11-17. The Heroic Trio: 
In Hong Kong, babies are being kidnapped by 
the Invisible Woman (Michelle Yeoh) for the Evil 
Master (Yee Kwan Yan), who plans to raise them 
to become unbeatable warriors. The Invisible 
Woman's sister, Tung (Anita Mui), married to 
the police officer investigating the kidnappings, 
secretly fights crime as Wonder Woman. When 
the Invisible Woman reconnects with her sister 
and her childhood friend, Thief Catcher (Maggie 
Cheung), they convince her to team up with 
them to defeat the Evil Master. Wed., March 16, 
9 p.m. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 415-863-1087, 
roxie.com. 

Sundance Kabuki Cinemas. Jhe Revenant: While 
exploring the uncharted wilderness in 1823, 
legendary frontiersman Hugh Glass (Leonardo 
DiCaprio) sustains injuries from a brutal bear 
attack. When his hunting team leaves him for 
dead, Glass must utilize his survival skills to find 
a way back home to his beloved family. Grief- 
stricken and fueled by vengeance, Glass treks 
through the wintry terrain to track down John 
Fitzgerald (Tom Hardy), the former confidant who 
betrayed and abandoned him. Daily. Whiskey Tango 
Foxtrot: In 2002, cable news producer Kim Barker 
decides to shake up her routine by taking a daring 
new assignment in Kabul, Afghanistan. Dislodged 
from her comfortable American lifestyle, Barker 
finds herself in the middle of an out-of-control 
war zone. She finds some solace after meeting 
Tanya Vanderpoel, a fellow journalist who takes 
the shellshocked reporter under her wing. Amid 
the militants, warlords and nighttime partying, 
Barker finds the strength she needs to succeed as 
a correspondent. Daily. Hail, Caesar!: In the early 
1950s, Eddie Mannix is busy at work trying to solve 
all the problems of the actors and filmmakers at 
Capitol Pictures. His latest assignments involve a 
disgruntled director, a singing cowboy, a beautiful 
swimmer and a handsome dancer. As if all this 
wasn't enough, Mannix faces his biggest challenge 
when Baird Whitlock gets kidnapped while in 
costume for the swords-and-sandals epic “Hail, 
Caesar!" If the studio doesn’t pay $100,000, it's 
the end of the line for the movie star. Starting 
March 10. Daily. 1881 Post, San Francisco, 415- 
346-3243, sundancecinemas.com/kabuki.html. 

Temescal Arts Center. Shapeshifters Cinema: Free 
monthly film series featuring experimental im- 
age manipulators and ambient sound shamans. 
Second Sunday of every month, 8 p.m. Free. 
shapeshifterscinema.com. 511 48th St., Oakland, 
510-923-1074, temescalartscenter.org. 

Tenderloin Museum. 25-Cent Preview: “For the dark 
and avant-garde side, check out ‘25-Cent Pre- 
view,’ a Tenderloin-set story about the reality and 
rawness of power, sex and survival on the street.” 
-SF Chronicle Join us March 10th for a screening 
of 25-Cent Preview, directed by Cyrus Amini 
and staring Merlin Gaspers, and local Tenderloin 
resident Dorian Brockington. Shot in the Lower 
Polk area of the Tenderloin, the film premiered in 
2007 and won many festival awards. Thu., March 
10, 6:30-8:30 p.m. $10. 415-351-1912. kconry@ 
tenderloinmuseum.org. https://www.facebook. 
com/events/1270123026337175/. 398 Eddy, San 
Francisco, 415-830-4640, tenderloinmuseum.org. 

Vogue Theatre. Eddie the Eagle: Cut from the Olympic 
skiteam, British athlete Michael ‘Eddie’ Edwards 
travels to Germany to test his skills at ski jumping. 
Fate leads him to Bronson Peary, a former ski 
jumper who now works as a snowplow driver. 
Impressed by Edwards’ spirit and determination, 
Peary agrees to train the young underdog. De- 
spite an entire nation counting him out, Eddie's 
never-say-die attitude takes him all the way to 
a historic and improbable showing at the 1988 
Winter Olympics in Calgary, Alberta. Through 
March 10. 3290 Sacramento, San Francisco, 415- 
346-2288, voguesf.com. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. “The Sprawl”: 
A video installation covering the propaganda of 
misinformation on the internet. Through April 
3. $10. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 415-978-2787, 
ybca.org. 
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Agrarian Party 


The Perennial takes on climate change and irresponsible farming. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Since the 7.3 billion humans on 
this planet seem almost certain to blow 
well past the two-degree rise in tempera- 
ture we are told will lead to a world with- 
out polar bears, coral, or guacamole, a little 
cheer couldn't hurt. The latest restaurant 
to appear in Mid-Market is The Perennial 
— a socially conscious project from foodie 
power couple Karen Leibowitz and An- 
thony Myint (of Mission Chinese Food 
fame) along with head chef Chris Kiyuna 
— and its sunny emphasis on “progressive 
agrarian” cuisine sounds like just the right 
response to imminent environmental 
doom. Through aquaponics, agricultural 
practices that sequester carbon in the soil, 
and food waste composted on the farm, 
The Perennial wants to be a model for en- 
lightened food production and consump- 
tion, leading us away from dystopia by our 
taste buds rather than our noses. 
Unfortunately, it’s a very pricey 
model, and that’s where The Perennial 
started to lose me. I’m sorry to go Deb- 
bie Lawrence Downer, but here’s what 
we need in order to stop climate change: 
compulsory veganism, the cessation of 
all jet travel, the immediate closure of 
every coal mine, and probably a 25-year 
moratorium on human reproduction, 





- garlic, and mini 


co tequila, grapefruit cordial, bitters, 
$12), which was like a velvety punch 

in the kisser, with a slice of dehydrated 
grapefruit. The well-named Rust & Char 
(Sonoma County Distilling rye, charred 





- 


a 


~F. 


ae 





Pe. 


‘tee 


if 


Tender Grains” ($12) sounds like it 
might bore itself to sleep, it was one of 
the most flavorful, like risotto with a 
crunch. (But among those buttery trum- 
pet mushrooms was a fair amount of 


v 


x 


-* 


-< 






Perennial’s potential. 

For dessert, the buckwheat financier 
($11) was basically a log of parsnip ice 
cream rolled up in the bready part of 
a Fig Newton. I liked the subtle maple 


Krescent Carasso 






FAST DELIVERY 


“ask about our 
loyalty program 
— Goat Hill Rewards — 


SOMA 
Delivery ¢ Pick up 


POTRERO HILL 
Dine in ¢ Pick up 
300 Connecticut St 171 Stillman St 

415-641-1440 415-974-1303 


WEST PORTAL 
Counter Service ¢ Delivery ¢ Pick up 
170 West Portal Ave 
415-242-GOAT(4628) 





too. Even if homo sapiens vanished walnut honey, $12) was plenty inventive grit.) The potato confit with clam bagna__flavor of the candy caps with the faintly SAN ERANCISCO 
overnight, we've already set in motion but too sweet to be an aperitif (which cauda ($14) was an outright mystery. mushroom-y earthiness of the buck- 
enough self-reinforcing feedback loops explains its reappearance on the dessert Bagna cauda is a variation on fondue wheat, but buckwheat is already such World Famous 
that it will take centuries to get Green- list). The cocktails were better than the usually made with tons of garlic and a heavy grain — or pseudocereal, tech- Original 
land alone to stop melting. Incremen- wines, though: There are only four reds anchovies, but this potato-forward sha- nically — that the chill of the ice cream "Irish Coffee" 
tally more prudent consumer choices by the glass, and the two we tried were bu-shabu was as humdrum as chowder. only toughened it further. 
by the haute-bourgeoisie (as opposedto _—_as cold as if they'd That makes sense in The most impressive feature of The ash 

rom 9am 


massive, systemic changes) are not go- 


been refrigerated. I 


retrospect, but I'd 


Perennial is the interior, with beautiful 






ing to save us. But mostly, my gripe with —_ rode out dinner with pushed for it on the wood everywhere and a striking lattice Sat-Sun 

The Perennial is that the food didn’t a Chenin Blanc that The Perennial hope that that tater ceiling. And the team made a sound , From 8am 

taste that great. seethed with internal 59 Ninth St. would explode with decision to commission S.F artist Wen- _ 
Throughout, we met weird textures, turmoil. 415-500-7788 or umami, and it didn’t. | dy MacNaughton to draw postcards 

uninspired flavors, and unpalatable This is minor theperennialsf.com Walnuts added a explaining the restaurant’s philosophy, 

wines. That it mostly arrivedin tiny por- | compared to the food, Hours: Mon.-Sat., nice crunch, but the and her charming aesthetic nixes any 

tions probably won't surprise anyone, which was a parade 5:30-11 p.m., radishes contribut- semblance of preachiness. (Whew!) 

either. Our server made a point of not- of disappointments. Sun., closed. ed nothing. Worse Overall, though, it became clear that 

ing that “the portions maybe be smaller _—‘’m almost always were the celeriac the excitement of The Perennial’s ideol- 

than what you're used to ... but they’re skeptical of tableside gnocchi ($19), more ogy was fogging its windshield, making 


not gourmet,” and specifically talked 
us out of ordering enough food. (I get 
that “gourmet” has fallen out of favor 
as a buzzword, but if this isn’t gourmet 
dining, then the word has absolutely 
no meaning. We dropped $240 and left 
not-quite-satiated.) 

I didn’t grok the division of the 
cocktail menu into four categories: high- 
balls, lowballs, fun, and complicated. 
The first two are straightforward, but 
when I asked if “complicated” referred 
to complexity of flavor or difficulty or 
composition, I got no answer. I went 
with the Shaddock Rose (Tapatio blan- 
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theater, and the art- 

poured pumpkin seed 

bisque (with sunchokes, cardamom, and 
lemon oil, $12) lacked any heft. When 

I saw the cauliflower toast ($12), I was 
curious. Would The Perennial do some- 
thing innovative with this increasingly 
ubiquitous cruciferous vegetable? Would 
it mirror the luscious avocado toasts 

you find around town? Would some lit- 
tle-known local cheese tie it all together? 
No, not really: It was florets on bread 
with some greens — but also the rare 
item with generous portions. 


Although a dish called “Crisp and 


oily-gummy than 

pillowy, although 
brightened a bit by apples and preserved 
sudachi. 

Of the entrees, the lamb was me- 
diocre. Essentially one (small, fatty) 
chop with a slice of lamb sausage and a 
small asteroid field of Brussels sprouts 
and brassicas, it was $25 worth of 
non-excitement. Much better was the 
Stemple Creek beef ($25), which, how- 
ever oversalted, was cooked nicely and 
presented beautifully among slices of 
beet and curlicues of carrot. Along with 
the grains, it was the best glimpse of The 


it impossible to drive anywhere interest- 
ing. Given its physical size, its pedigree, 
its location, and its clearly stated ambi- 
tions, I had high hopes that this would 
be a statement restaurant, as ethereal 
and revolutionary as Chez Panisse, 

but virtually everything was as overly 
thought-out as it was underwhelming. 
Meanwhile, the Aliso Canyon gas leak 
near L.A. spewed enough methane into 
the atmosphere to cancel out The Pe- 
rennial’s good intentions ten thousand 
times over. We're still fucked. 


PKane@sfweekly.com 





Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 
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SAM SaLecised 


NEW YORK STYLE 


Quality and 


Value Since 1975 


OM VASA Te 
PIZZA “TIL 2AM 


FRI & SAT IN THE MISSION! 


Downtown Berkeley 


PARE Re ee 
(next to B of A) 
(510) 841-4035 


SF - The Mission 


509 Valencia St. 
(at 16th Street) 
(415) 255-1303 


NOW OFFERING VEGAN PIZZA IN BERKELEY! 














KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


== AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 















Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 


Won Ton 





Pancakes 





SAN FRANCISCO. 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
win ~WWW.kKingofchinesedumpling.com ini 








KING OF NOODLES 


— Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 









Silver Cloud 415.922.1977 | 1994 LOMBARD ST. SAN FRANCISCO 


Restaurant & Bar 


- 


Silvercloudsf.com | Om llam-2am 
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Saap Ver 
Brings the Thai 
Countryside 
to SoMa 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Replacing the unlamented Grand 
Pu Bah, Saap Ver is a sight. Just as the 
name — which translates to “overly deli- 
cious” — is a deliberate departure from 
the thousands of restaurants out there 
with names that use the word “Thai” in 
some form, the interior is plastered with 
vintage Thai movie posters, and the host 
stand is a kinetoscope or some kind of old- 
timey movie-viewing contraption. 

Chef Nutnawat Aukcarapasutanun 
wants another departure, away from 
Bangkok-centricity and toward the prov- 
inces. Although Saap Ver’s lunch menu 
skews closer than the dinner menu to 
the standard noodle plates that Ameri- 
cans think of as Thai food — almost cer- 
tainly by necessity — there are some re- 
gional dishes here. You'll find a roasted 
rice sausage salad and three spicy soups 
(including one with slow-cooked spare 
ribs) alongside street food like a pad cha 
scallop made with spicy rhizome herbs, 
young peppercorns, and kaffir. 

A dish of pad see ew beef ($12) was 
decent enough — slightly murky, in the 
words of a lunch acquaintance who’s 
cooked in Thailand — but the five spices 
pig leg was spot-on, a generous helping 
of fatty pork over rice with pickles, 
greens, and an egg not-quite-soft-boiled 
in the meat juices. When richness and 
acid balance each other out like that, 
you know this is going to be a draw for 
techies on this southern fringe of SoMa. 
And while it’s hardly the lunch-special 
steal you can find anywhere else in 
town, a $20 four-course chef's tasting 
menu (dinner only) makes this trip to 
the Thai countryside hard to resist. 

Saap Ver 
88 Division St., 
415-255-1818 or saapver.com 





Peter Lawerence Kane 


Central Station 
Deli's ‘The Don’ 
Isa Helluva 
Sandwich 


I’ve made my peace with the 
fact that $10 is now about as cheap as a 
decent (non-banh mi) sandwich is go- 
ing to be. It’s depressing to think of 10 
bucks as the floor for the quintessential 
lunch option, but there you have it. ’ve 
still yet to meet the $18 sandwich that 
wowed me, but $11? That I can work 
with. 

North Beach’s Central Station 
Deli, just down the block from the 
police outpost of the same name, 
is one of the four new restaurants 
that Pete Mrabe of Chubby Noodle 
plans to open in 2016. And while 
it’s pretty modest, it’s the food that 
counts. The cash-only spot sells six 
sandwiches, plus chips and drinks 
for a dollar each. That’s it. Of the six, 
four contain avocado or sourdough 
bread or something that flags itself as 
a creature of the Pacific Time Zone. 
No harm in that, but of the remain- 
ing two, one is a monster ($11 price 
point notwithstanding). “The Don” 
contains mortadella, soppressata, 
cotton ham, provolone, pepperoncini, 
olive oil, vinegar, oregano, lettuce, 
onion, and tomato. It’s easily as tall 
as my index finger, and so thick that 
you almost need to unhinge your 
jaw to eat it. You can’t be squeamish 
about nitrites with this, but that 
stratum of cured meats and that layer 
of vinegary vegetables separated by 
semi-hard provolone could not be 
more satisfying to the tooth. 

Central Station feels like New Jer- 
sey, and in this circumstance, that’s 
high praise. The burly, friendly dudes 
making your sandwich will try to 
glean whatever information they can 
from you in the time it takes to pre- 
pare it, and yes, the tables upstairs 
between the Mac workstation and the 
wholesale jugs of mayo are yy p36 
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Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 

23/77 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 
www.lanoterestaurant.com 


CASTRO 


Dapper Dog Premium Hotdogs 
417 Castro St, San Francisco 
(415) 553-6332 
dapperdog.sf@gmail.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 

3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 

3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 

(415) 346-4900 

lasansf.com 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


The New Spot 
632 20th St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-0556 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John’s Grill 

63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsegrill.com 
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The Original Tommy’s Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 

425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 

439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 
525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 

getaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 

3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 

kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 

401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 

233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate’s Kitchen 

471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


LAUREL HEIGHTS 


Cal Mart 

585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 

calmartnv.com 


Clay Oven Restaurant & Bar 
2417 First St, Livermore 
(925) 443-4100 
clayovenlivermore.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415) 757-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 

509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 

Eiji 

317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-3149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 

3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 

546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 

1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


DINING YOUT| 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 


clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Mama’s on Washington Square 
1701 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 362-6421 
mamas-sf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 

1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 

300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


Ganim’s 

1135 18th St, San Francisco 
(415) 282-9289 
ganims.net 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 

2/65 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Clay Oven Cuisine of India 
78 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-9194 
clayovensanmateo.com 


Sky Lounge 

76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 


SOMA 


Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 

171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 

goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Oasis Grill 

711-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 

oasisgrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
21st-amendment.com 


North India 

123 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 348-1234 
northindiasf.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 

3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


WEST PORTAL 


Clay Oven 

385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 731-2400 

clayovensf.com 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS&CULTURE EAT & DRINK MuSIC | MARCH 10-16,2016 | 35 


Fresh Eats from p36 


® ® ® available seating. 
rs NA GZ, f é For value like this, ’1l even over- 
| look the wan, refrigerated tomatoes. 


It’s still friggin’ March. — PLK 
E Ve ry N | 9d h t Tn Central Station Deli 
at the Marina’s Best Kept Secret 


728 Vallejo St. 
415-658-7310 


Pagan Idol 
«Great Food 


+ “Classic pizza AT&T Park 
is done right Is the Bar to : 
at Long Bridge 5. | eLarge Selection 
in Dogpatch” 


stimmne/ “. | Be Stranded seneiee 


<\ NG eLive Music! 


ona Desert -All Sports! 
Island With -Daily Specials! 





bolas ~\ ye This brief report is but a 198 5th Street at Howard 
goa) “1 preliminary verdict on Pagan Idol, which 415.625.0436 
Potrero Hill wae) SF Weekly’s exhausted staffers hit up on a www.thechieftain.com 
| eae Tuesday after yet another 16- HOURS 
our press day. (You know, for sugary 


tiki drinks at midnight, like sensible SS Sai ae Seren 


! , working schmucks.) Right now, the 
a 54 C ord street competition for Most Art-Directed Bar Seer CETERA oe Rie 
'S Yaz ert Ca 4 1 A 8 29 8 Q gg in San Francisco appears to be a dead ; 
i] | \ \ 


heat between Future Bars’ Pagan Idol 


. . d the Smuggler’s Cove-and-Novela 
lRetasigemislauvecmeoum «ee 
Buchanan @ Greenwich / Bar opens at 4pm / Dinner nightly 5pm-1am ENO Se Cera oot lovechild gin bar Whitechapel. 


, 3 Mon-Fri: 1lam-30m & 5-90m But this is the bar you'd want to 
Tel: (415) 921-7600 www.brazenheadsf.com ma Pagan Pp Pte ey as a al oe 


There are marshmallows pre-loaded 
on picks, as a garnish! There are port- 
SERVING THE w= hole screens playing video of schools 


, a4 FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA -— | of fish! There are two huts that you 
A San Francisco tradition ARM e ie ; can rent out ahead of time! And there 
since 1908 and a favorite | are drinks that would seem so unac- 
of celebrities, this historic ceptably fruity for this day and age 
& that you simply must try them. Take 
restaurant offers great | the Daywalker, a $15 concoction of 


Steaks and fresh seafood. three types of rum, orange juice, pine- 
apple juice, lemon, grenadine, fassion- 


ola syrup — the forgotten mixed-fruit 


John’s Grill was a setting yf relic whose true composition today’s 
in Dashiell Hammett’s . bartenders can only guess — bitters, CELEBRATE 

aes Tides : AL and absinthe. Another drink, the ST. PATRICK'S DAY 
The Maltese Falcon. 7 Fassionola Gold, costs $50, serves SATURDAY, MARCH 127H 

y four, and — as a raised middle finger JOIN US FOR CORNED BEEF AND 
to health departments everywhere | 

Enjoy live jazz nightly be that forbid ae use of ae on the Seanceae ant item 
in the upper level : walls — involves the use of fire. To THURSDAY, MARCH 17 


; LIVE MUSIC | DJ | FACE PAINTING | IRISH FARE 
paraphrase a remonstrance against = 


Cosmopolitans at another Future Bars 
establishment, don’t even think about 
ordering a Moscow Mule. 

The one obvious drawback is that 
is takes an interminably long time to 
get a drink here, even at midnight on 
Tuesday. Be prepared to think, “Well, 
she turned all three blenders off, so 
the previous order must be nearing 
completion by now’ and find yourself 
waiting a good while longer. And like 
the Good Lord (along with Easter Is- 


dining room, 


Zagat Rates hi’s Grill - #1 em 


, 2109 Polk 715Harrison St 1737 Haight land's moai, and maybe MTV's Mighty 
in Downtown San F rancisdb: STS CRAMER UMM = Beach House Tiki God) intended, Pa- 
a = The Castro  333Bush 3242 22nd St. gan Idol is closed on Sundays. — PLK : 
415-252-1515 415-421-0700 415-206-0555 \= 
F —8 2774 on veuacieClulle " Pagan Idol o 
Cc. 5) | i ay; peti ‘ on -! Oe ee oo 375 Bush St. 
63 Ellis Street between Powell & Stockton WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 415-985-6375 or paganidol.com |EAW EE EEUCRCON SP Eee 


MON-FRI 11AM-2AM | SAT-SUN 9AM-2AM 
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THE WATER OF LIFE 


Where to Drink 
Eau de Vie 


By Brad Japhe 


Although the regenerative effects 
of alcohol have been debated around the 
world for generations, the French have 
long made it clear where they stand. In 
their native tongue, spirits are known as 
“eau de vie,’ which translates as “water of 
life.” Stateside, the term is more specifi- 
cally associated with liquor distilled from 
fruit. Think brandy, calvados, applejack, 
and most notably cognac, the distin- 
guished barrel-aged eau de vie of southern 
France. This particular category, produced 
in similar fashion over four centuries, has 
had a profound impact on modern cocktail 
culture some 5,600 miles away, here in the 
Bay Area. 

To make eau de vie, a base of fer- 
mented fruit — wine, say — is run 
through a still multiple times in order to 
bring the juice up to a liquor-like proof. 
In Cognac, the only region legally per- 
mitted to bottle its eponymous spirit, 
the major producers (Remy Martin, 
Hennessy, Martell, Courvoisier) contract 
much of their distillation to small local 
farmers and vintners. This network of 
family-run operations takes wine from 
the local Ugni grape, distilling it three 
times before the resulting spirit is intro- 
duced to French oak. There it rests for 
a minimum of two years in the barrel 
before officially becoming cognac. 

The process is quite familiar to Hu- 
bert Germain-Robin. He grew up among 
cognac makers, until the family business 
was sold 35 years ago to Martell, one 
of the oldest cognac houses. Shortly 
thereafter, Germain-Robin emigrated 
to Northern California, bringing along 
with him an old copper still and a pen- 
chant for producing high-quality eau de 
vie. Production started in lower Men- 
docino County in 1982, and by the mid- 
90s, the Germain-Robin brand had 
established itself as one of the world’s 
premier producers of French-inspired 
eau de vie. (Just don’t call it a cognac.) 
The Select Barrel XO, priced at $120 a 
bottle, is made mainly from Pinot Noir 
grapes; a blend of brandies aged around 
nine to 20 years. 
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Inspired by the fame of their neigh- 
bors to the north, St. George Spirits 
of Alameda has attained equal acclaim 
for its Pear Brandy — a dry, aromatic, 
unaged spirit. Helping to launch the 
distillery in the early ’80s, the expres- 
sion remains every bit as popular today, 
purportedly carrying the equivalent of 
30 pounds of organic Bartlett pear in 
each $40 bottle. Recently joining it on 
the shelf is the California Reserve Apple 
Brandy. Unveiled last November, the 
limited-release aged eau de vie relies on 
locally sourced fruit, as well as wine and 
whiskey casks, to alchemize its oak and 
orchard-laden complexity. 

With its sweet and sensuous under- 
tones, eau de vie plays a prominent role 
in the ever-evolving landscape of con- 
temporary cocktails. Accordingly, San 
Francisco is in no short supply of brandy 
and cognac-friendly watering holes. At 
The Alembic, in the Haight, you can 
enjoy St. George Pear Brandy muddled 
with fresh sage, white vermouth, and 
Genever, in a unique tipple called the 
Heir Apparent. Above the bar is an im- 
pressive array of brandies — many from 
right here in the Bay — seated alongside 
obscure Old World offerings of cognac 
and armagnac. 

But when you're truly ready to up 
your eau de vie game, arrange a pilgrim- 
age to The Cognac Room, posthaste. 
Nestled above the two-year-old Gaspar 
Brasserie just east of Union Square, the 
swanky speakeasy houses San Francis- 
co’s most expansive collection of bran- 
dies and brandy-based cocktails. Ger- 
main-Robin acts as nothing more than 
a well spirit here, working its way into 
no less than three on-menu mainstays. 
The Stinger might be the most San Fran- 
ciscan of them all, fusing local eau de 
vie with Fernet Branca Menta, in a $12 
drink delivering grape must and minty 
herbaceousness in equal measure. If 
education is what you seek, The Cognac 
Room is where you'll earn your masters. 

Even if you're after nothing more 
than an easy night of sipping, complex, 
fruit-based spirits are around every cor- 
ner, at your favorite bar menu or on the 
shelf at your local liquor store. They’re 
now making cameo appearances in oth- 
er spirits. In 2012, Brenne whisky, as a 
prime example, became the world’s first 
single-malt whisky finished in used co- 
gnac barrels. A lengthy history inextrica- 
bly links San Francisco to a centuries-old 
tradition, imbuing life into otherwise 
ordinary water. 


The Cognac Room 


Aubrie Pick 
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SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 





TE’S KITCH EN 


HAPPY HOUR SPECIAL )) 


TueEs-SaT 5PM-9PM 


Ce ee) 


Choice of: 
Niman Ranch Burger 





or 
Mary’s Fried Chicken 
with a beer on draft 


The Sun’s of Beaches 
Every Fri 7pm-10pm 


471 Haight Street ¢ (415) 626-3984 


kates-kitchensf.com 





OPEN TILL1AM 
EVERY DAY! 





DINE-IN * TAKE OUT ¢ DELIVERY 


2109 Polk 715 HarrisonSt 1737 Haight 
|} 415-345-0600 415-896-0700 415-668-5577 


333 Bush = 3242 22nd St. 
415-421-0700 415-206-0555 





The Castro 
415-252-1515 


SUNSET UNION SQUARE 
2123 IRVING ST 420 GEARY ST 
415-753-3347 415-346-3121 
Ol OO Od OO | 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 


HAYSTACK 


————eteeeeeea & ITALIAN =—— 
RESTAURANT 


| “TRADITIONAL. 


JTALIAN FARE & PIZZA ~ ee | 
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NOW OFFERING OUR 


$28.95 PRIX FIXE 


DINNER NVEDINIGL 
AVAILABLE AFTER 5PM! 


North Beach 
Restaurant 


A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 


North Beach Restaurant has 
served the finest Cucina Toscana 
in the Bay Area. Famous for its 
home-cured prosciutto and the 
freshest caught wild fish in the 
Bay Area, the restaurant is a 
dining destination with great food, 
award-winning wine list, relaxed 
atmosphere and superb service. 


Serving continuously from 
11:30am- 11:45pm 
Private Banquet Rooms (up to 135) 
NEV elm ela dare 
1512 Stockton Street, San Francisco 


(415) 392-1700 
VAAN A ALe) Adal elstolelalcaxies [elec] almeclan 
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Verses from the Cubicle 





For years, Enon Gaines has split his time between tech work and making music. 


By Jessie Schiewe 
Twenty-eight-year-old Enon 


Gaines is sitting behind a white desk ina 
peach-colored cubicle at the San Rafael 
headquarters of software firm Safety- 
Chain. Eleven other cubicles dot the 
room, which Gaines refers to as “a mini 
cube farm,” and light reflecting off a man- 
made lake outside glimmers through the 
windows. 

It’s a Wednesday afternoon and, 
like millions of other people, Gaines is 
at work. This April marks his one-year 
anniversary as a project manager for 
the “food safety and quality operations” 
company, and his seventh year working 
in the tech industry as a whole. (Before 
SafetyChain, Gaines worked at a teacher 
accountability company in San Fran- 
cisco.) 

After the one-hour commute from 
his home in Vallejo, Gaines usually 
arrives at the office around 6 a.m. At 3 
p.m., he heads home, where he trans- 
forms from techie to musician. 

“T live a double life,” says Gaines, 
who raps and sings under the name 
PhenomENON. “Once I’m done with 
work, I spend the rest of the day writing 
songs, listening to beats, rehearsing, 
and playing the guitar.” 

Gaines has been writing and creating 
music on the side since he graduated 
from high school. Juggling the two 
alter egos can get tiring. If he could quit 
working altogether and focus on music 
full-time, he would. But, alas, being just 
a musician is “not enough to support 
my living,” he says. 

For most of last year, all of Gaines’ 
time after work and on weekends was 
spent writing, rehearsing, and record- 
ing his upcoming EP, Clairvoyant. 

“Anytime I’m not at work, I’m work- 
ing on music,” he says. 

And sometimes when he’s at work, 
too. Though he makes the bulk of his 
music at his Vallejo “bachelor pad,” he 
finds time when necessary to sneak in a 
few songwriting sessions in the cubicle. 

“When I hear something, I don’t 
want to lose that moment, so I try to 
make sure to shut everything off at that 
time to cater to it,” he says. “Because I 
don’t want to lose that idea. It could be 
the next big thing for me.” 

A little under a year ago, Gaines also 
formed a band called Unlikely Heroes. 
After entering and winning the Inspire 
Us competition hosted by The Los An- 
geles Times for his song “Gold Rings,” 
he was awarded the chance to play a 
live show at the University of Southern 
California. He was told that he could 
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bring a DJ or a band to back him up 
for the performance. Though he'd used 
a DJ for past shows, he’d never before 
performed with a band. 

“T’ve always been up for a challenge,” 
he says. “And I thought a DJ would be 
too easy.” 

He had a little over a month to put 
together a band and teach them the 
song. Through friends of friends and 
Facebook followers, he found five musi- 
cians — guitars, bass, drums, and keys 
— and they met and started rehearsing 
a few weeks before the event. It sounds 
too good to be true, but the perfor- 
mance at USC went off without a hitch. 

After that unlikely success, the tem- 
porary band decided to continue play- 
ing together. Over the course of 2015, 
the self-described “punk-rock/hip-hop” 
sextet played close to 30 live shows, 
culling their material from Gaines’ 
previous works and through sheer im- 
provisation. Gaines has since written 
five new songs for Unlikely Heroes, but 
maintains that it’s not as hard as one 
might think to arrange a rap song fora 
live, full-band rendition. 

Gaines grew up in Oakland and 
started rapping around the age of 18. 
His childhood friend Hot Tracks pro- 
duced his first mixtape, High Hopes, 
around 2011. At the time, he says, 

“we didn’t really know the formula for 
releasing things, so we were just throw- 
ing things out there.” One of the places 
they “threw” their mixtape out to was 
radio station KMEL, which hosts a dai- 


ly song competition called Home Turf 
aimed at promoting and highlighting 
local hip-hop and R&B. Two of Gaines’ 
singles — “Hustlin” and “All Right” 

— were selected as winners in the 
competition, resulting in radio play for 
both songs. 

Buoyed by these achievements, 
he went on to create his first album 
PhysiCool (a combination of the words 
“physics” and “cool”) in 2013. The 
13-track album, which Gaines made 
available to download for free through 
Bandcamp, serves as an introduction 
to the young rapper, whose inspira- 
tional, confessional style is reminis- 
cent of MCs like Kid Cudi and J. Cole. 

Both the album and upcoming EP 
(which drops on May 10) are mélanges 
of beats and melodies that shift and 
transform from upbeat, tinny dance 
tracks to dark, staccato electronic 
jams. (“I like to be worldly in my pro- 
ductions,” he says.) 

His lyrics, on the other hand, 
are less varied and more consistent. 
Gaines, whose low, gravelly voice 
sounds unnervingly similar to the sing- 
er Baby Bash, has a knack for covering 
the quotidian and banal, which he feels 
makes his music more relatable and ap- 
plicable for his listeners. 

“T really speak out about my dreams 
and beliefs and try to be as vulnerable 
as Ican in my music,” he says. “I can’t 
relate to a lot of Drake’s songs where 
he’s talking about being in the club, 
popping bottles, and throwing all this 





Alejandro Garcia 


money because I don’t have a lot of 
money to throw and I’m not popping 
any bottles and I don’t have a lot of 
hoes. I speak on a level of consciousness 
that I feel the greater population deals 
with, and I try to form it in a way that 
caters to the mainstream.” 

Gaines’ other goal when making 
music is to depict himself accurately to 
his listeners — to keep it real without 
exaggerating. When he first started 
writing raps, he penned a song about “a 
Lamborghini or Ferrari.” Looking back, 
he laughs at that early attempt, which 
“doesn’t make sense because I don’t 
have any of that,” he says. You won't 
find songs about him carrying a “nina” 
or shooting up the block, but he will 
write songs about gun violence, friends 
who have been killed by guns, and the 
importance of being aware of your sur- 
roundings and protecting yourself. 

He also keeps it clean. He doesn’t use 
the word “bitch” to refer to women, nor 
does he degrade them by turning them 
into sexual objects or stereotypical rap 
tropes. And though he does use the N- 
word in some songs, he does it seldom, 
and at the expense of using other swear 
words. (When he does live shows, he 
claims that out of the entire hour-long 
performance, there are usually only 20 
words that need censoring.) 

“I make music that my grandma 
could appreciate,” he says. “Overall, I try 
to keep things positive.” 


jschiewe@sfweekly.com 
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LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUE-SUN ‘til 2AM+...& MON with a Fillmore Show) 
“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 
4PM 'til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS /$4 DRAFTS /$2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


THURSDAY MAR 10 $10 ADV 


& 
(Featuring Members of Monophonics) 


FRIDAY MAR 11 $10 ADV 


SATURDAY MAR 12 $15 ADV 


w/ 


SUNDAY MAR 13 FREEE PARTY! 


Freestyle Hip-Hop 


MONDAY MAR 14 $5 ADV 


w/ 
TUESDAY MAR 15 FREE 


(Funk Jazz) 
WEDNESDAY MAR 16 $7 ADV 


Boom Boom Room Presents 


@ Jazz Fest 2016 
ALL OF OUR SHOWS THIS YEAR ARE 
@ ONE EYED JACKS AND 
MAISON 
April 21 - 29 
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‘TVE ACTUALLY NEVER HEARD OF ANYONE DOING THIS BEFORE’ 


By Jessie Schiewe 


So you form a band, hole up 
in a studio, and record your debut al- 
bum. It’s released to rave reviews and 
accolades from fans and critics alike. 
You play some shows, maybe even go 
on tour. Then you head back to the 
studio to start working on your next 
record. 

But rather than start from 
scratch, you decide to listen to 
that first record again for inspira- 
tion. “Damn, it’s good,” you think 
to yourself. “But I wonder what it 
would sound like if I took this out 
and added this in?” You start toying 
around with the stems of the song. 
You remix the separate recordings 
of each individual instrument, plac- 
ing the rhythm guitar here and the 
hi-hats there, and the bass in the 
background. 

Before you know it, you've cre- 
ated an entirely new song using 
bits and pieces from the old record. 


“What a brilliant, economical idea!” 
you think to yourself. “Perhaps I 
should make more songs like this? 
Or maybe even an entire EP?” 

This is what fans of the Brook- 
lyn-based quartet Howard will hear 
on the band’s upcoming EP, to be 
released on March 25. Called (appro- 
priately enough) Please Recycle, the 
concept album was crafted entirely 
from the stems of the band’s debut 
album, Religion. And the two sound 
nothing alike. 

Religion is a folksy indie-rock 
record replete with acoustic guitar 
strumming, tinkly keyboards, glitchy 
electronic melodies, and plaintive 
vocals. Singer/songwriter and band 
founder Howard Feibusch says he 
was largely inspired by Fleet Foxes 
and Other Lives while writing and 
recording the album, which he de- 
scribes as “folktronica.” 

But folktronica Please Recycle is 
not. Though only one single off the 
EP has been released (“Glass”), you 
can already tell this upcoming record 
is an entirely new beast. Where Re- 
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ligion sounds like Andrew Bird and 
The Decemberists, Please Recycle is 
more in line with experimental clas- 
sical artists like Steve Reich and Ter- 
ry Riley. Because it was made from 
pre-recorded building blocks and 
not from live recording sessions, the 
album has an inherently electronic 
sound. “Glass” is choppy and indus- 
trial; an aural layer cake of chords 
and notes that have been stitched 
together, sped up, and slowed down 
to create three-minutes of song. 

Using the music production soft- 
ware Ableton, Feisbusch and key- 
boardist and guitarist Alex Chakour 
created around 25 different song 
mock-ups, which they tweaked, edit- 
ed, and whittled down to five. 

“This project is way more heavily 
produced,” Feisbusch says, “and I’ve 
actually never heard of anyone doing 
this before.” 

Howard fans can rest assured: 
This EP is not an indicator that the 
band is moving in a new sonic direc- 
tion. Remember, it’s only a concept 
album, or, as Feisbusch calls it, “a 


Howard 





Pitch Perfect 


journey unto itself.” 

Fans, however, will be hearing a 
lot of the band’s electronic alter ego 
on their upcoming tour. But because 
Please Recycle is an entirely electron- 
ic album, translating it into a live 
performance, with all of its different 
tempos and transitions, will be no 
easy task. Though Feisbusch says the 
band practiced “a lot,” they’re still 
getting the hang of playing the new 
material. 

“It’s almost humorous how badly 
we fail at it,” he says. “We almost 
sound like 12-year-olds at times.” 

Is this comedic self-deprecation or a 
stark confession? There’s only one way 
to find out... 


jschiewe@sfweekly.com 


Howard plays with Bronze Radio 
Return, 9 p.m., Saturday, March 12, 
at The Chapel. $18; thechapelsf.com. 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Top Five Parties 
This Week 


By Chris Zaldua 


If ever there was living proof 
that some of the finest DJs in the world 
are the DJs you've never heard of, Mick 
Wills is it. 

The hardworking German artist has 
been lurking in the shadows since the 
early 90s. His career took off after an 
encounter with the legendary sleaze 
purveyor DJ Hell, who would later pub- 
lish Wills’ first releases on his own la- 
bel, International Deejay Gigolos. Like 
Hell — whose sets know no bounds of 
genre or style — Wills is a “DJ’s DJ,” a 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Disaffection at The Knockout, 9:30 
p.m.-2 a.m. Thursday, March 10. $3; 
theknockoutsf.com. 

Remember electroclash? During the 
early- to mid- aughts, “electroclash” was 
the given name for a raucous, sleazy, 
hypercolor mashup of electro (the real 
vintage stuff; think Mantronix, et al.), 
punk, and disco. It burned bright, but it 
burned quickly —- by 2006, the genre had 
been successfully subsumed into the 
mainstream, and it eventually gave way 
to what would become “EDM.” Despite 
its naysayers, electroclash was a blast. 
Disaffection, a new monthly, celebrates it 
and all its excesses. 


Public Works presents 25 Years of 
Mushroom Jazz with Mark Farina at 
Public Works, 10 p.m.-3 a.m. Friday, 
March 11. $18-$25; publicsf.com. 
Twenty-five years ago, a young DJ 

named Mark Farina made the move from 
Chicago to San Francisco. It proved a 
mutually beneficial relationship, as Farina 
made waves with an eclectic blend of 
downtempo, hip-hop, and funk with house 
music, which he dubbed “mushroom jazz” 
— a sound that became synonymous with 
San Francisco house music during much 
of the 90s. Here, he celebrates 25 years 
in the city (and a new mushroom jazz mix 
disc) with an all-night DJ set. 


Surface Tension 15 featuring CoH and 
rRoxymore at F8, 10 p.m.-4 a.m. Friday, 
March 11. $15-$20; feightsf.com. 
Experimental sound artist CoH isn't exactly 
a household name, but his influence 

looms large in underground electronic 
music. Since 1998, he has been reducing 
electronic music to its constituent parts 
(tones, rhythms, atmospheres) and 
exploring each independent of the other. 
His latest record (which he'll be performing 
live here as his San Francisco debut) plays 
with disco, IDM, and more. Also performing 
is rRoxymore, a rising German artist who 
makes playful, left-of-center techno music 
with a jazzy touch. 
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Wills is a die-hard 
music-obsessed freak 
whose entire life has 
been spent digging 
up dusty gems no- 
body else has heard 
of. 

Wills has been 
almost complete- 
ly ignored by the 
electronic music 
press, but that’s OK. 
Clearly, he has better 
things to do, like 
hunt for records: He 
mixes Chicago house, electro, acid, new 
beat, disco, EBM, industrial, techno, 
and more, tying them all together and 


silly way of saying | 


Mick Wills 


placing each within a larger continuum. 


In the end, isn’t that what DJing is 
really about? 


Weekend at Bernie's II featuring Robbie 
Hardkiss, Galen, David Harness, and 
more at Public Works, 2 p.m.-10 p.m. 
Sunday, Mar. 13. $10-$15; publicsf.com. 
End your weekend with an afternoon-to- 
evening dance party — with all proceeds 
going to a very important cause. As you 
may have guessed, Weekend at Bernie's 
is a fundraiser disguised as a dance 

party (or vice versa), with 100% of the 
party's profits donated to Bernie Sanders’ 
Campaign. Tunes come courtesy of San 
Francisco legend Robbie Hardkiss, Sunset 
Soundsystem vet Galen, East Bay house- 
head David Harness, and about a dozen 
others to boot. Party with a purpose! 


NOTABLE LOCAL RECORDS 


Love Is A Dog From Hell by tape_hiss; Love 
Notes 

The label on Love Is A Dog From Hell, the 
debut EP by tape_hiss (aka Aaron Seth 
Vaslow), reads “Conceived in Brooklyn.” 
That’s no surprise to anyone familiar with 
“outsider house,’ a perfunctory genre 
describing a recent crop of moody, murky 
techno and house producers, mostly 
centred in and around Brooklyn. Full of 
simple, elegiac melodies designed for 
introspection and contemplation, peak- 
time club bangers these are definitely not. 

That’s certainly no criticism: Often- 
times, the best records are those that don’t 
try too hard to announce themselves, 
records that are perfectly comfortable lurking, 
head-nodding towards the back of the room. 
Love Is A Dog From Hellis that kind of record, 
containing music to match. It begins with 
“The Panic in Needle Park,” its slowest (116 
bpm) and coziest tune, featuring soft, wistful 
melodies, an insistent bassline, and little else. 
(A remix, courtesy of Willie Burns, offers little 
the original doesn't, and feels wholly unnec- 
essary.) 

On the flip, the record switches moods, 
coming into its own in the process. “Traces 
to Nowhere’ is its standout, in which a 
breezy, brooding melody wafts about while 
a curiously insistent synth squelch keeps 
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Verena Blok 

We Are Monsters featuring Mick 
Wills at Monarch, 9:30 p.m.-3 
a.m. Saturday, Mar. 12. $10-$15; 
monarchsf.com. 


your attention fixed. Next, the title track 
features a similarly insistent staccato synth 
rhythm and murky, hazy percussion in the 
background. 

The record’s greatest strength — its gen- 
tle simplicity — is also its greatest weakness. 
You may find it direct, intoxicating and full 
of melancholy verve, or you may find it un- 
inspired and rehashed. Either way, it’s worth 
your time to find out. 


Agnys by Aria Rostami; Spring Theory 
What a week it is for simple, elegant elec- 
tronic music. Local artist Aria Rostami’s 
new LP on local label Spring Theory, Ag- 
nys, offers up six tracks of delicate, beau- 
tiful ambient techno, so precisely defined 
they’re practically see-through. Careful, 
composed, and crystalline, Agnys is one 
of the finest records I’ve heard this year. 

Agnys comes with a touching backstory: 
Rostami composed the album as an ode toa 
dear friend and musical collaborator, Steve 
Dickerson, who passed away in 2011. In fact, 
much of the album’s source material comes 
from a detuned piano Dickerson left behind 
that is now in Rostami's possession. A recur- 
ring motif, played on said-piano — slightly 
off-key, almost like a music box — serves as 
the album’s backbone, or its DNA, appearing 
in almost every track. 

More confusing is that the album’s 
A-side tracks, warm and active, are actually 
edits or re-interpretations of the cooler, 
calmer B-side tracks (themselves primarily 
composed from samples of the source pia- 
no). It’s as if the album comes with its own 
Gordian knot. 

But in truth, none of that matters. The 
music is more than capable of speaking for 
itself. Each track, in its own way, sounds 
like a lullaby — or a eulogy. The A-side cuts 
are more upbeat and could even work on 
the right dancefloor (“Seven-Segments,” for 
instance). In contrast, the B-side is simpler 
and more elemental in its composition and 
feels more contemplative and introspective 
as a result. 

Records like Agnys don’t come out every 
day. Don’t miss it. 


FRI, APR 1 
FIELD MUSIC 
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TIM BARRY 
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DERRICK BROWN 
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TUE, APR5 

CULLEN OMORI 
LIVING HOUR 

WED, APR6 

AURORA 

TOR MILLER 
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THE WILD FEATHERS 
THE SHELTERS 
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DIARRHEA PLANET 
MUSIC BAND 


SUN, APR 10 
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AN EXCLUSIVE PERFORMANCE BY 
BROOKLYN BRASSHOUSE PHENOMS 


TOO MANY ZOOZ 
MISSION DELIRIUM 


SAT, APR 2 


ALBUM RELEASE SHOW 
“THE STORY OF FRED SHORT” 


MARCO BENEVENTO 
MIKAELA DAVIS 


OR AT BOX OFFICE, MONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM - 6PM (10 PM ON SHOW NIGHTS) 
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CAAM FILM FESTIVAL SOCIAL CLUB 
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@ THURSDAY 3/10 
KARAOKE WITH KJ PAUL 


' FRIDAY 3/11 


SATURDAY 3/12 


PHAGE PRESENTS HAPPY HOUR 
* WEDNESDAY 3/16 


._RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM 
= aBOR FUTURE EVENTS 
APPY HOUR DRINK SPECIALS 
TUES THRU SAT 5-9 PM 


Bar # Restaurant | 
ALWAYS A GOOD TIME! 


THURSDAY HAPPY HOUR 5-8PM 


Aurelia “The Mixtress” 
Spinning 80’s, 90’s and a little bit of everything else 


FRIDAY 


Felix - Spinning Funk, soul, Disco, contemporary 


SATURDAY 1-6PM 


SOULFUL SATURDAYS 
Simply handmade with Alan Garland and Billy Jaz 


Kitchen open till 9PM 
SUNDAY 12-7PM 


Noon-2PM « All Vinyl House Set by Michael Payton 
2-6PM ¢ Mars Sunday House with Keith Kraft and 
James Houdini (Red Eye) 


NO COVER! KITCHEN OPEN TIL’ 6, OUTSIDE PATIO 
VOTED BEST HAPPY HOUR BY [itiivix iS) AWARD 
AT THE CORNER OF 7™ & BRANNAN STREETS 
MARSBARSE.COM | 415-621-6277 


MARS BAR IS AVAILABLE FOR BOOKING EVENTS AND PARTIES! 
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Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar@sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F..CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
415 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


THURSDAY 10 


ROCK 


EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282-3325. 
We Are Invisible, w/ Older Sun, DJ Adult Educa- 
tion, 9-11:30 p.m., $5, https://www.facebook. 
com/WAIWUWAI/. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 415-954-0777. Sweet Talk, Thu., 
March 10, 10 p.m.; Thu., March 24, 10 p.m.; Sun., 
March 27, 10 p.m.; Thu., March 31, 10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
415-441-2922. “Tubesteak Connection," w/ DJ 
Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“My So-Called Night,” ‘90s dance party with 
VJs Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 9 p.m.., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621- 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, MAR. 10 


Jack Garratt: W/ Kacy Hill, 8:30 p.m., $20. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco, 415-885-0750. 


FRIDAY, MAR. 11 


Anderson East: W/ Dylan LeBlanc, 9 p.m., $12- 
$15. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-771-1420. 

Steep Canyon Rangers: W/ Steep Ravine, 8 p.m., 
$25. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco, 415-885-0750. 

The String Cheese Incident: 8 p.m., $49.50. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-548-3010. 


SATURDAY, MAR. 12 


Andre Nickatina: W/ Murs, DJ Abilities, Mac 
Lethal, Who Cares, Bukue One, 8 p.m., $36- 
$40. The Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness 
Avenue, San Francisco, 415-673-5716. 

Stick Figure: W/ Fortunate Youth, Raging Fyah, 
9 p.m., $20. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-346-6000. 

The String Cheese Incident: 8 p.m., $49.50. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-548-3010. 

XXYYXX: W/ Jim-E Stack, 9 p.m., $20. The 
Independent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-771-1420. 
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4434. “Xcess Thursdays,” w/ resident DJs 
Krazy, Becky Knox, and Frisko Eddy, 9 p.m., free. 
Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. “Class of ‘84," w/ DJs Damon, Steve 
Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 
p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.), www.face- 
book.com/pages/Thursday-nights-at-Cat- 
Club/191272240888168. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-441- 
5678. "XO," 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/PartyX0. 

DNA Lounge: 375 llth St., San Francisco, 415- 
626-1409. ‘“8bitSF," second Thursday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $8-S11, 8bitsf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421- 
8700. “Trend Thursdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415-872- 
5160. BFF.fm, w/ Drew Smith. Rotating BFF. 
fm DJs spin a variety of tunes including indie 
rock, garage, electronic music, and more., 9 
p.m., Free, bff.fm. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“#Homo," 9 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
"1999," w/ DJ Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free, 
facebook.com/1999sf. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 415-978-9942. 
“Next Level Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
864-7386. “Bubble,” 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/LowerHaightbubble. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415- 
512-7493. “Groove Theory,” w/ DJ Natural & 
Landol, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
621-9294. “Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, 
Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and 


SUNDAY, MAR. 13 


Bruce Springsteen & The E Street Band: 8 
p.m., $57.75-$157.50. Oracle Arena, 7000 
Coliseum, Oakland, 510-569-2121. 

José Gonzalez with yMusic: 7:30 p.m., $45. 
Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, 
Oakland, 510-548-3010. 


MONDAY, MAR. 14 


Ben Rector: W/ Gavin James, 8 p.m., $25. 
The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-346-6000. 


WEDNESDAY, MAR. 16 


Disturbed: W/ Nonpoint, 8 p.m., $39.50. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 415- 
346-6000. 

Ltinasa: W/ special guest Tim O'Brien, 8 p.m., 
$26-$30. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, San Francisco, 415-885-0750. 

Natalia Laourcade: W/ Raw-G (Gina Madrid), 
8 p.m., $38-$85. The Regency Ballroom, 
1300 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 415- 
673-5716. 

Peter Frampton: W/ Julian Frampton, 7:30 p.m., 
$69.50-$125. Herbst Theatre, 401 Van Ness, 
San Francisco, 415-392-4400. 

Protoje: W/ King I-Vler of Jah Warrior, 9 p.m., 
$20. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-771-1420. 





Andre, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/peaches- 
ladydjcrew. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco, 
415-831-5620. Acoustic Open Mic with Josh 
Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415- 
615-0916. cRossRhodes, 8 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
751-1122. Emperor Norton Céilf Band, second 
Thursday of every month, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 
Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-398-0850. Free Live Jazz Music, 
Join us every Wednesday & Thursday evening 
for a free Jazz show by local Bay Area musi- 
cians. Shows start at 8pm. Enjoy great food, 
drinks & Jazz., Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8-11 

p.m. Continues through June 1, Free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, 
and Friends, second Thursday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415- 
931-3600. Steve Lucky & The Rhumba Bums, 
7:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-8667. Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco, 
866-920-5299. “Hotplate,” second Thursday 
of every month, 8 & 9:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885-8850. 
Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San 
Francisco, 415-646-0018. Flamenco Fusion 
World Music Cafe, 8 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-440-7414. Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “Dub Riot,” w/ Thee Vexed 
One & DJ Dartajax, second Thursday of every 
month, 6 p.m., free; “Festival ‘68,’ w/ Revival 
Sound System, second Thursday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free, wakethetownradio. 
blogspot.com. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Shane Dwight Band, 7:30 & 
9:30 p.m., $20. 
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Low-fi, Electronic 


XXYXX 


Marielle Tepper 


with Jim-E Stack, at 9p.m., Saturday, March 12, at The 
Independent. $20; theindependentsf.com. 


If you've never heard of “hookup music,” listen to xxyyxx and you'll know what 
it is. Marcel Everett (the dude behind the project) is an Orlando, Fl native who 
mixes and records all of his music in the comfort of his own bedroom. Despite 
the fact that the 20-year-old headlined Noise Pop in 2013, he still sells his cre- 
ations on the independent music site, Bandcamp, where customers can pay 
what they want (so long as it’s over the minimum asking price). He’s dropped 
three albums, the most recent being a self-titled record in 2012, which resulted 
in a slew of interviews with the then-16-year old . He’s had no press in Pitchfork, 
however — perhaps because Everett once said that the music site “fucking 
sucks” in a Noisey interview. (In that same interview, Everett also claimed he 
was “CEO of the Illuminati” and that Lady Gaga was “fucking retarded.”) Everett 
makes glitchy sample-based beat records, meaning lyrics aren't really a factor — 
which is probably a good thing, given that “fucking” seems to be one of his fa- 


vorite adjectives. Jessie Schiewe 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 


11 
415-673-8000. Juice Box and The Hump, 8 FRIDAY 
p.m.-2:30 a.m., $10, 415-673-8000, www. 
boomboomroom.com/event/juice-box-the- ROCK 


hump/. 


CABARET 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. Kitten on the Keys plays Happy 
Hour, Suzanne Ramsey aka Kitten on the Keys 
plays flapper faves to rock classics., 6-9 p.m., 
Free, kittykeys@aol.com. 


COUNTRY 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415- 
648-1047. Jinx Jones & Jessica Rose, second 
Thursday of every month, 8 p.m., free. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly 
country dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sun- 
days, 5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco, 
415-255-5971. LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., 
$6-$15 sliding scale, outsound.org. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
551-5157. Kimock, 9 p.m., $40. 

Johnny Foley’s Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 415-954-0777. Luv Bomb, 10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012. “Fine Time," w/ resident DJs Danny 
White, Rance, and Sweethearts, second Friday 
of every month, 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/ 
finetimesfny. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. ““Manimal,"” 9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621- 
4434. Boy Bar," 9 p.m., $5, guspresents.com. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. “Dark Shadows,” w/ resident DJs Daniel 
Skellington & Melting Girl, second Friday of 
every month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.), 
facebook.com/clubdarkshadows. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-441- 
5678. “F-T.S.: For the Story,” 10 p.m. 





CIGARETTES | 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 
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TEMPLESF.COM | 415-312-3668 | INFO@TEMPLESF.COM 
540 HOWARD STREET. SAN FRANCISCO | OPEN 1IOPM- 4AM | AGES 21+ 


Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
421-8700. “Flight Fridays,” 10 p.m., $20. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Francisco, 
415-863-9999. “Cubcake,"” second Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. “Yo Momma: M.0.M. Weekend 
Edition,” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza, second Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “Last Nite: A 2000s Indie 
Dance Party,"’ w/ DJs Jamie Jams & Emdee, 
second Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5-$10, 
lastniteOOs.com. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-825- 


0338. “OMGF,” 9:30 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
“Club Raven,” Every Friday with DJ Mark 
Andrus. Free before llpm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, 
415-431-1151, info@ravenbarsf.com, www. 
ravenbarsf.com/. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 415-978- 
9942. Future Factory,” 10 p.m., $10-$15. 
The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. Top 40 Dance Party, w/ DJs and 
MCs., Fridays, 9 p.m.; Thursdays, 9 p.m., Free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
864-7386. Pulse Generator,” w/ resident DJs 
Cherushii, Clairity, and Nightbiscuit, second 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


DJS FROM MARS 


SMASH-UP DERBY 


A PLUS D 
JIMI G 


JONBENET BUTTERBUNS 


SRE Ey, 
CIRQUE DU CLICHE 


AIRSUN & ENTYME 


GASLIGHT 
MAFIA 


JSINJI & JAZZY FOX 
M0J0 DEVILLE & SEVON CANERI 
MIKE PARYKAZA 


BUMP TWERK BOOM 
ROCKIT & RYAN ANDREW 
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DNA 375 ELEVENTH STREET @ MARRISON, SF - 216 wy 1 
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FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE GH | j i MO | 3 SAN FRANCISCO 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 


AN ORCHESTRATED 
PERFORMANCE OF 

BIG STAR'S LEGENDARY | 
THIRD ALBUM 


AND MORE ck hyd, beard 


FEATURING: 
JODY STEPHENS (BIG STAR) | 4 | | GAVIN JAMES 


Rap MIKE MILLS (R.E.M.) | © BRON DYNA om 
DAN WILSON vain | ae 


ANDRE NICKATINA JOHN VANDERSLICE 


with DJ Nima Fadevi, at 9 p.m., Friday, March 11, at The Catalyst, MITCH EASTER (LET’S ACTIVE) 


Santa Cruz. $23-$28; catalystclub.com. CHRIS STAMEY (THE dB’S) ©" 
IRA KAPLAN (YO LA TENGO) ~— 
Known for his old-school beats and quick flow, Andre Nickatina is one of the old- PAT SANSONE (WILCO) 


est rappers in the Bay Area scene. At 45, the Fillmore-born MC has dropped at DJANGO HASKINS (THE OLD CEREM ~ | y 
least 17 albums (as well as seven collaboration albums and three mixtapes) and SKYLAR GUDASZ J | 
has already gone through one name change. (When he started rapping in the BRETT HARRIS _ 


early 90s, he went by Dre Dog.) While his golden era is over, he’s still making RALPH CARNEY | TH F BROTH E a (0 My iW Eohy = 


music and his last full album, 2013's Andre Nickatina, featured collaborations AND SPECIAL GUESTS THE GOOD LUCK THRIFT STORE OUTFIT 


with some of the biggest names in West Coast underground hip-hop, such as 

100’s, Problem, Messy Marv, and Clyde Carson (as well as a throwback: Bone SUNDAY, APRIL 24 FRIDAY, MARCH 18 

Thugs’ Krayzie Bone). Despite his close association with the politically outspo- 

ken rapper Equipto, with whom he has released two albums, Nickatina is more of SATURDAY, MARCH 19 SATURDAY, APRIL 2 

a good times MC, with a predisposition for referencing drugs, partying, and the DOORS 8:30/ SHOW 9 « $40.00 DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $37.50 

cas ee BLUE BEAR SCHOOL OF MUSIC 10TH YaT 
ANNIVERSARY BENEFIT CONCERT 


—_ ALLEN STONE SS 





HIP-HOP ee ee ee ae MONDAY, APRIL 4 

Ache Coane seuinng: Sank anciecoees is THURSDAY, MARCH 24 DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $22.50 
ohn Colins: inna, San Francisco, 415-512- DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $27.50 

7493. “Heartbeat,” w/ resident DJ Strategy YU te LEAN 


ssenit Friday ee month, 10 p.m., $5 = . YONDER MOUNTAIN a 
(free before 11 p.m). | STRING BAND SATURDAY, APRIL 16 


Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco, 415-421-1916. POLECAT | DIOTO) OE) 5 (ODE Ya reele) 


BLACKBERRY SMOKE 


“E2F," w/ DJ Twin Spin, second Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m. FRIDAY, MARCH 25 
ACOUSTIC BIOS SETURL ON SA ee TUESDAY, APRIL 19 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415- WARREN HAYN ES DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.75 
615-0916. Ivor Collins, 8 p.m. ~ | iy |) THE ASH ES 2. S iNT FiXeg AS 


The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San Fran 


cisco, 415-437-0100. “Breakfast with Enzo,” " wv - , RY | BAND 


Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $7, www.enzogarcia.com. dadderipbininl Lil THURSDAY, APRIL 21 & 


FRIDAY, APRIL 22 
SATURDAY, MARCH 26 THU: 7p/8p, ERI 8p/9p * $25.00 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $27.00 


POLICA BOYCE AVENUE 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415- 
648-1047. Tom Lander, second Friday of every 


month, 7:30 p.m., free. CLARA-NOVA 
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- FRIDAY, APRIL 29 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Charles Unger Experi- FRIDAY, APRIL 1 TONY Pera yea Moore 
ence, 7:30 p.m., free. CLOTHING SUPERSTORE DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $26.00 
Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, os nitdainie denies atin ANDERS ohy fe) ds HOLY HOLY 
415-642-0474. Tin Cup Serenade, second Friday AL RUINS RY THE GOOD LUCK THRIFT STORE OUTFIT CELEBRATING DAVID BOWIE 
of every month, 9:30 p.m. 'BIWN. 19TH & 20TH) 
Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 415-616-6916. Black Market 4 ‘ B Z 4 : i j 2 g ticketmaster.com CHEAP PETC > LAGieTas., WP reps citi 


Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. www yoot< tctore rr Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
ods tet here a be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885-8850. 


Joyce Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco, 
415-386-3330. Orquesta Conquistador Quartet, 
second Friday of every month, 7 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. “Dance Fridays,” weekly salsa 
& bachata party, 7:30 p.m., facebook.com/ 


DanceSalsaOnFriday. 


1015.€om 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Chris Cain Band, Fri., March 11, 
7 p.m.; Sat., March 12, 7 p.m., $24; The Dana 
Fuchs Band, Fri., March 11, 10 p.m.; Sat., March 
12, 10 p.m., $35. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-8000. Jelly Bread, w/ Bodacious 
Ancients, 8 p.m.-2:30 a.m., $10, 415-673-8000. 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco, 415- 
701-1300. Friday Night Blues, weekly blues 
dance lessons and DJ party, 8 p.m., $11-$15, 
sundownblues.com/friday-night-blues.html. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 


UPCOMING SHOWS 
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HARP 


PURA PARTY! 


CT» 


PURACLUB.COM 


PURA SATURDAYS 


7666. Jinx Jones & The KingTones, second 
Friday of every month, 4 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco, 415-981-9177. 
Marshall Law Band, second Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 


BLUEGRASS 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. Crooked Jades 20th anniver- 
sary celebration. March 11, 7:30pm, Make-Out 
Room, The Crooked Jades, plus special guest 
opener, Deakin Hicks, 7:30-10:30 p.m., $10, 
415-647-2888, www.makeoutroom.com. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


FUNK 


Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. 
The Purple Ones: 10 Piece Tribute to Prince, w/ 
Baby & The Luvies, 9 p.m., $16-$20. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-885-4074. “Take a Trip: Old Music for 
Dance People,” w/ DJ John Diaz, 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/takeatripeveryfriday. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994. “Nightbeat,” w/ DJs Primo, 


PUBLICWORICS 


25TH ANNIVERSARY OF MUSHROOM JAZZ 


MARK FARINA , 


ALL NIGHT LONG 


— 
> 


SAT 3/12 


SPACE COWBOYS & LADY WAKS 


BURNING MAN PRESENTS 


NIGHT OF A THOUSAND GUILDS 


At BURNAL EQUINOX 
h. 


DEEP BLUE & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT — 


LEE BURRIDGE == 


——-* 


AS YOU LIKE IT PRESENTS 


ro B-) 4) dteler 4 


DVS1 ° JACQUES RENAULT 


DEVOTION 15 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 


DERRICK CARTER 


HONEY DIJON 


WEDNESDAY e 3/9 
SPEECHLESS: TECH IMPROV 


SUNDAY ¢ 3/13 
WEEKEND AT BERNIE’S II (DAY PARTY W/ DJS) 


TUESDAY ¢ 3/15 
THE LEAKEY FOUNDATION 


SUNDAY 3/20 
RAE STUDIOS: BOOMBOX SUNDAYS 


ly 


SATURDAY ¢ 3/26 ¢ MAIN ROOM 
NONSTOP BHANGRA #122 


SATURDAY ¢ 3/26 © LOFT 
ZERO F*CKS: HOUSE OF BASS 


TUESDAY ¢ 3/29 
NPR‘S THE MOTH: STORYSLAM 


FRIDAY © 4/8 ¢ LOFT 
b (0) Colom ate SE 


161 ERIE ST. SF, CA * MORE INFO @ PUBLICSF.COM 
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Lucky, and Dr. Scott, second Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $4, www.facebook.com/ 
groups/305700360195. 


SATURDAY 12 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. The Pleasure Routine, single 
release w/ Cash For Gold, Greg Ashley, 8:30 
p.m.-1 a.m., $10, 415-626-4455, pleasur- 
eroutine@gmail.com, www.bottomofthehill. 
com/20160312.html. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
551-5157. Bronze Radio Return, w/ Howard, 
9 p.m., $16-$18. 


DANCE 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco, 415- 
974-1719. “Back to the ‘90s," second Saturday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012. “2 Men Will Move You,” w/ DJs Primo & 
Jordan, second Saturday of every month, 9 
p.m., 2menwillmoveyou.tumbir.com. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. “Club Gossip,” w/ DJ Damon & guests, 
second Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $8 ($5 
before 9:30 p.m.), facebook.com/clubgossipsf. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco, 415- 
626-1409. “Bootie S.F.," 9 p.m., $10-$20, 
bootiesf.com. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Fran- 
cisco. “Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 before 
11 p.m., empireballroomsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415- 
646-0999. “Ibiza Day Club,” 2 p.m., ibiza- 
dayclub.com. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703- 
9751. “Bounce!,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco, 415-762-0151. 
“Salted,” w/ Miguel Migs, Julius Papp, guests, 
second Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $10 
before 11 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“Shoop!,”’ w/ DJs Tommy T & Bryan B, second 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861- 
2011. “Cockblock,” second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $10, cockblocksf.com. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
0880. “Pound Puppy,” w/ DJs Taco Tuesday 
& Kevin O'Connor, second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 415- 
863-6623. “Frolic: A Celebration of Costume 
& Dance,” furry party with resident DJ Neo- 
nBunny, second Saturday of every month, 8 
p.m., $8 ($4 in costume), neonbunny.com/ 
frolic. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. 80's and 90's Throwback Party, 
w/ DJs and MCs., 9 p.m., Free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


415-864-7386. “Hell’a Tight!,” w/ Lind- 
say Slowhands, second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/pages/ 
Hella-Tight/236137926444407. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278- 
9474. “Our House,” w/ resident DJs Jes-E 
& Bobby Orozco, second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/profile. 
php?id=100008425963525. 


HIP-HOP 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
920-0577. “Perfect Saturdays,” w/ DJs Beat 
Thoz & MoMix, 10 p.m. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415-512- 
7493. “Frothin,” w/ resident DJ Matt Cali, 
second Saturday of every month, 10 p.m.., free, 
www.johncolins.com/mattcali.html. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. “Straighten It Out,” w/ DJ 
Jerry Nice, second Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
558-8521. “Y2K1," w/ Marcellus, Segundito 
2K1, Sean G, second Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415- 
648-1047. Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith 
Axelrod, Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
415-586-3733. Grant Levin Quartet, second 
Saturday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $10-20. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz 
Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-440-7414. Nora Maki, 6 p.m.; The 
Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
991-1015. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20, puraclub.com. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
920-0577. Tango Brunch, 11 a.m., $10 for tango 
lesson (free dance after 1p.m.). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. Mision Flamenca, Monthly live 
flamenco music and dance performances., sec- 
ond Saturday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $15, 
facebook.com/mision.flamenca. “Paris-Dakar 
African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco, 415-392- 
6739. Caffe Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
552-7788. “Tormenta Tropical,” w/ resident 
DJs Oroll & Theory, second Saturday of ev- 
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Make-Out Room 
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~~ | _ OAKLAND 
mt 3 a 
a ae |) AVI re 
70S DUB REGGAE & BEYOND! 
w/ THEE VEXED ONE 
& DJ DARTAJAX 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE C r 


FESTIVAL ‘68 
“Making America Great Again!" 


May 12 







RESIDENT SELECTOR ADAM & GUESTS 
FRI MAR 11 7PM $10 


THE CROOKED JADES 


PLUS SPECIAL GUEST OPENER 


DEAKIN HICKS 


(BELLINGHAM, WA) 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


LAST NITE 
2000S INDIE DANCE PARTY 
POST PUNK, DANCE PUNK, FREAK FOLK, SYNTH 
POP, NU RAVE, CHILL-WAVE & GARAGE 


DJS JAMIE JAMS & EMDEE! 


SAT MAR 12 6:30PM 
$5 TO $20 SLIDING SCALE 


WRITERS WITH DRINKS! 
W/ CHARLIE JANE ANDERS 
DIANE COOK » PAGAN KENNEDY « JUDY BUDNITZ 
MEREDITH MARAN + TONGO EISEN-MARTIN 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER ; 


ELSUPERRITMO! | 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN MAR 13 7:30PM $8 


TITAN UPS 
THE BOARS 
JOHNNY LEITERA/TUFF SUNSHINE 
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PLATING NEW CHAMBRE ENSEMBLE AERANGEMENTS 
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on sale now! 
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HULK 


SHTURDAY, JUNE 1 
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DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WED MAR 16 7:30PM $10 


TTL EG 


BALKAN QUARTET 
(BUDAPEST, HUNGARY) 


LA PECHE 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 
FRIGO-INTERNATIONAL | 
DISCOTHEQUE 


CUMBIA, THAI FUNK, SAMBA, AFRO-BEAT, 
SALSA, RAI, ELECTRO-REGGAE, AFRO-FUNK, 
ASIAN-PSYCH, ROCKSTEADY, ITALO-DISCO, 
DEUTSCHE-WAVE & MORE! 
PAD 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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ery month, 10 p.m., $5-$10, facebook.com/ 
bersadiscos. 

Johnny Foley’s Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 415-954-0777. Fast & Venge- 
fully, 10 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger 
Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. BrazilVox, second Saturday of 
every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-550-8286. “Club Fuego,” 8 
p.m., facebook.com/pages/Club-Fuego- 
Space-550/216021538521870. 


REGGAE 


St. Mary's Pub: 3845 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-970-1939. ““Bangarang Crash," w/ resident 
DJs Shawn Atkinson, Madame Streggae, Sir 
Rudy Blackout, Special Lord B, and the Mighty 
Zeke, second Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/sfvintagereggaesociety. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Chris Cain Band, Fri., March 11, 
7 p.m.; Sat., March 12, 7 p.m., $24; The Dana 
Fuchs Band, Fri., March 11, 10 p.m.; Sat., March 
12, 10 p.m., $35. 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-8000. W-Beez, w/ Wil Blades, Will 
Bernard, Mike Clark, Hailey Niswanger & 
Christopher Boa's Liquid Lounge, 8 p.m.-1:30 
a.m., $15, 415-673-8000. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-771-5687. Willie G Live, Dinner, Show & 
Dance, Saturdays, 7-11 p.m. Continues through 
April 1, See Venue, 415-771-5687, WillieGLive@ 
willieg.com, lousfishshacksf.com/; Willie 
G, 8 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415- 
989-7666. Dave Workman, second Saturday 
of every month, 4 p.m. 


OPENS MARCH 17TH 


TWO WEEKS ONLY 


GREAT STAR THEATER @ 636 JACKSON STREET 
USE THE CODE SFWEEKLY & GET HALF PRICE TICKETS 


WWW.TWISTEDCABARET.COM 
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BLUEGRASS 
Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255- 
0333. Dustbowl Revival, w/ The Vivants, 9 
p.m., $16-$18. 
EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


SOUL 


The Social Study: 1795 Geary Blvd., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-292-7417. ‘‘Wax Poetics After Dark,” 
w/ DJ Freddy Anzures, second Saturday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free, waxpoetics.com. 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIT: rP 


PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM 


WEDNESDAY 3/9 SATURDAY y 12 


GINA YASHERE 


FROM SHOWTIME & LAST COMIC STANDING! 
THURSDAY 3/ 17 = SATURDAY 3/19 


=) EMILY HELLER 


FROM COMEDY CENTRAL AND CONAN! 
THURSDAY 3/24 - SATURDAY 3/26 


MS, PAT ae 


FROM WTF & THE JOE ROGAN EXPERIENCE! 


THURSDAY 3/10 


THE PUMP & DUMP SHOW 


SUNDAY 3/13 


INT'L COMEDY FEST 
STARRING KABIR SINGH + MORE! 


THURSDAY 3/17 


THURSDAY 3/31 - SUNDAY 4/3 


GODFREY 


FRIDAY 4/8 - SATURDAY 4/9 


PIFF TM TP aby yi Ceca) Vip COMEDY SPECAL NOW STREAMING OW NETFLIX 


THURSDAY 3/ 24 - SATURDAY 3/ 26 


Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco, 415-981-9177. 
Hot Pocket, second Saturday of every month, 
9:30 p.m. 


SUNDAY 13 


ROCK 


Amoeba Music: 1855 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-831-1200. Day Wave, A live set and signing 
of Headcase/Hard to Read., 2-6 p.m., Free, 
415-831-1200, https://www.facebook.com/ 
events/962904753800298/. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
551-5157. Kendra McKinley, 8-11 p.m., Free. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 


‘san! re AMCIS¢O ag aA T,, 


“The Best Comedy Céuh in The USA! "~pave coarrcie 


TUESDAY 3/15 


: “| LaDies LOVE THE PUNCH LINE 


WEDNESDAY 3/16 


JANINE BRITO 


TUESDAY 3/22 


MARGA GOMEZ 


WEDNESDAY 3/'23 


SANDY STEC 


FROM MORNINGS On STAR 101.3! 


THURSDAY 3/31 - SATURDAY 4/2 


CRISTELA ALONZO 


FOR QUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIT: 


COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


FRIDAY 3/11 = SATURDAY 3/12 


MICHAEL YO | azc, 


FROM WENDY WILLIAMS AND THE TALK! | oy 


FRIDAY 3/ 18 - SUNDAY 3/20 
STEVE-0 


- g} FROM JACKASS & DANCING WITH THE STARS! 


BRIAN POSEHN a] 


915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD) #18 & OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM 


We CERI 
|LIVe NATION | 


Limit $ tickets per person. All tickets are subject to 
applicable service 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 


citi 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


charges. 





San Francisco, 415-954-0777. Ivor Collins, 
Sun., March 13, 10 p.m.; Wed., March 23, 10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Big Top,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-441- 
5678. “Replay Sundays,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Kick It!: ‘80s at 8," w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552- 
7788. “Dub Mission,” Sunday night excursions 
into the echo-drenched outer realms of dub 
with resident DJ Sep and guests, 9 p.m., $6 
(free before 9:30 p.m.), dubmissionsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415- 
646-0999. “Sundaze,” 1 p.m., free before 3 
p.m; “The Rhythm Room,” second Sunday of 
every month, 8 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 
10 p.m., free, staminasundays.com. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994. “Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/sweaterfunk. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703- 
9751. “Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-563-4180. “Bounce,” 10 p.m., facebook. 
com/BounceSundays. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284- 
9774. Home Werd. Bound 1, w/ Dave Aju, Nick 


Si. ES 


FEATURING: PLINY THE ELDER...ALL DAY, EVERYDAY 
KITCHEN OPEN MON - SAT AT 4:00 PM 


ALCOHOLOCAUST PRESENTS: 


REPLICA 


SUPER UNISON 
RHIZONE 

10P °$5 

HARDCORE PUNK 


313 SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 

$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 

FINAL FREE BBQ SUNDAY 


COME DOWN AND GET ONE LAST BURGER! 
(THIS SUNDAY) 


a/l4 MOJITO MONDAYS 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY 

AN ASS-END HAPPY HOUR ¢ 11 PM TO 2 AM 
3/15 $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 
TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH A CAN OF TECATE 


3/16 WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 





BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%* MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM* 
~% WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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Williams, and more tba., 8 p.m.-3 a.m., $5, 
werdupsf@gmail.com, https://www.facebook. 
com/events/437886763082777/. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-8000. “Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 
p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
503-1670. “Select Sundays,” w/ DJs Landol & 
Natural, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


NOUN TEIN IS | 
101 6TH STREET 


a 


i THURS MAR 10 
ii = 


Fags | 


YOU'RE WELCOME 


DANCE SPIRIT 


BENJAMIN K 


ma 
GREEN GORILLA LOUNGE AND MONARCH PRESENT: 


ELLEN ALLIEN 


DJ M3 / ANTHONY MANSFIELD 


WE ARE MONSTERS PRESENTS: 


MICK WILLS 


SOLAR / MOZHGAN 


WERD. PRESENTS... 
HOME WERD. BOUND 
with DAVE AJU & NICK WILLIAMS 
3.15 RELEECE 3.19 DJ GARTH 


3.17 CHRISTIAN LOFFLER 3.20 DARQ E FREAKER 
3.18 ROMAN FLUGEL 3.24 KILL FRENZY 


FOR PRIVATE EVENTS CONTACT 
MANNY@MONARCHSF.COM 


AMAZING HOUR 
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 5:30 - 8:30 


LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS. 


MONARCHSF.COM 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco, 
415-831-5620. Ukuladies & Gentlemen, second 
Sunday of every month, 6 p.m., free, https:// 
www.facebook.com/ukuladiesngents. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
415-615-0916. Traditional Irish Session, 6 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 
p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-751-1122. Seisidn, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 415- 
649-6191. Electric Squeezebox Orchestra, 


Trr,* aafe) SHOWS NIGHTLY - ALL AGES. CLUB 
i : 


—“es 


Qerrett. 
PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 1995! 


THUR, MAR. 10TH - Americana Infused Blues 


SHANE DWIGHT BAND 


FRI & SAT, MAR. TITH & 12TH - 7PM 


GERISCAIN BAND 


FRI & SAT, MAR. 11TH & 12TH - 10P) 


SUN, MAR 13TH « Confident Blues Guitar 
AC MYLES BAND 


TUES & WEDS, MAR. 15TH & 16TH 


LEY EELIS 


TICKETS & RESERVATIONS: 
BOX OFFICE: 


FRIDAY, MAR. 18TH = Young Blues Prodigy 


7 


3/17 - LIONELL YOUNG 
3/18 - RAY GOREN 
3/19 - LAVAY SMITH 


BIS@U!TSAND 


ZA) I V-WS@) SH Pt = ©), ©) nin @i =e (I ho) VA WV nolo le) 


3/20 - ALVON 
3/22» THOMPSON + L. WOLF 
3/23 - PAT TRAVERS BAND 


6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz 
Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco, 415-625- 
8880. Emily's D+Evolution, 8 p.m., $35. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343. The Klipptones, second Sunday 
of every month, 2 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-8667. Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 


MEZZANINE 


S464 JESSIE STHEE 


FRI MARCH 11 -9 PM 
ANUHEA 


SUN MARCH 13 - 8 PIV 


ESPERANZA 
SPALDING 


‘9 om 


REN 


MON MARCH 14-8 PIV 
JUNIOR BOYS 


J.) ANUHEA 

2 MZ 

/. > ESPERANZA SPALDING 
).)° JUNIOR BOYS 

J.) > GOLDFISH (LIVE) NIGHT 1 
/.) > GOLDFISH (LIVE) NIGHT 2 
)2> WAVE RACER 

J..5 SHLOHMO 


WEZZANOMESE COM | 415.625.6880 | 214 
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THE WARFIELD 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
982 MARKET STREET 
WARRIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 104M - 4PM 


ON SALE NOW: 


B.A.P. 
APRIL 14 


THE POLISH AMBASSADOR 
DIRTWIRE 
DESERT DWELLERS 


SATURDAY, MARCH 19 


SLAYER 
TESTAMENT 
CARCASS 


MARCH 22 & 25 


UNDEROATH 
CASPIAN 


MARCH 28 


STEVE HACKETT 
MARCH 31 


THE REGENCY BALLROOM 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 


ON SALE FRIDAY: 


BUNNY WAILER 
APRIL 13 


OMI 
APRIL 29 


MEMPHIS MAY FIRE 


WE CAME AS ROMANS 
MISS MAY | 
FOR TODAY 


MAY Il 


BARONESS 
JUNE 2 


TOKYO POLICE CLUB 
WE WERE PROMISED JETPACKS 


| JUNE 13 


WHITE WIZARDS OF HIP HOP 
ANDRE NICKATINA 
MURS 
DJ ABILITIES * MAC LETHAL 
WHO CARES * BUKUE ONE 
SATURDAY, MARCH 12 


NATALIA LAFOURCADE 
RAW-G (GINA MADRID) 


MARCH 16 


ISSUES 
CROWN THE EMPIRE 
ONE OK ROCK « NIGHT VERSES 


FRIDAY, MARCH 18 


BETWEEN THE BURIED AND ME 
AUGUST BURNS RED 
GOOD TIGER 


MARCH 21 


CELEBRATING DAVID BOWIE 
WITH GARY OLDMAN + FRIENDS 
MARCH 22 


COCOROSIE 
MARCH 27 


DECIBEL MAGAZINE TOUR 2016 
ABBATH 
HIGH ON FIRE 
SKELETONWITCH 
TRIBULATION 


MARCH 29 


yi 


GOLDENVOKE 


SOoLDENVOICE.cCOM 


aXs 
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CUINNESS 9 


946 Broadway near Dolutibus! 
415.362.7763 www.hurngryisfi.com 


Ped ie PUth: 
fee PACA 
RISK CAR BOM 
SH EIGEBALL 
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f #hungryisf @ @hunegryisf ¥ 
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415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, Danny Castro, and Nick Fishman, 
7 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Brazil & Beyond," 7 p.m., free. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282- 
3325. Salsa Sundays, second and fourth 
Sunday of every month, 3 p.m., $8-$10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, 
San Francisco, 415-974-0905. The Flamenco 
Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS - Happy Hour M-F 12-7pm 
OPEN MON-SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


FRIDAY, 3/11 - 9PM - $8/$10 





SATURDAY, 3/12 - 9PM - $10 


Ce 


FRIDAY, 3/25 - 9PM - $8/$10 


eoeoerereee ee ee eee eee ee ee eee eeesee eee eeeee eee seers 


SATURDAY, 3/26 - 9PM - $8/$10 


eoeeeeeee ee eeoeee ee eee ee eeeeeee ee eeeeeseeeseeeeoe 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. AC Myles Band, 7 &9 p.m., $20. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552- 
6949. The Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/TheLuxomatics. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. Blues Power, 4 p.m.; The Door Slammers, 
second Sunday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-440-7414. Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 
8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931-7292. 
Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free, 


facebook.com/swigjam. 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly 
country dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sun- 


days, 5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


MONDAY 14 


ROCK 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 415-954-0777. Damir, 10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Opulence,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
551-5157. Majid Jordan, 9 p.m., $18. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
1409. “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs 
Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 
p.m., $3-$5, www.deathguild.com. 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. ‘‘M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays), 
w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., 
free, www.motownonmondays.com. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284- 
9774. Manic Mondays, w/ Vinroc, DKTRUKT, 
and Mei-Lwun, 6 p.m. continues through May 
23, Free before llpm. 

Oasis: 298 1lth St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442. 
“Beat It!: An ‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012. The Pick Bluegrass Jam, second Monday 
of every month, 6 p.m., free, www.thepicksf. 
com/jam.aspx; Steep Ravine, second Monday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Fiddler's Green: 1333 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-441-9758. Terry Savastano, 9:30 p.m., free/ 
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donation, www.terrysavastano.com. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 415- 
546-6300. Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 
8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco, 415- 
771-5030. “Acoustic Bistro,” 7 p.m., free, www. 
kcturnerpresents.com. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz 
Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet 
with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931- 
3600. Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-440-7414. City Jazz Instrumental 
Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343. SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ 
lessons by Evan Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/four 
weeks, www.dancesf.com. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
621-9294. “Skylarking,” w/ I&l Vibration, 10 
p.m., free, facebook.com/ivibesound. 


BLUES 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
920-0577. “Bad to the Bone,” blues night 
with Tom Mounsey & guests, Mondays, 7-10 
p.m., free. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415- 
673-5483. “Fried Chicken & Blues,” 6 p.m. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 

1666. The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY 15 


ROCK 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
551-5157. Travis Hayes, 8-11 p.m., Free. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
415-441-2922. “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Myles 
Cooper, drag performances, more, 10 p.m., 
$5, facebook.com/highfantasy. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Cock Shot," 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco, 415- 
626-1409. “Sequence,” 18+ dance party, 9 
p.m., $7-$10, sequence-sf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
421-8700. “Startup Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free 
with RSVP. 
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Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284- 
9774. Soundpieces,” 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 
soundpieces. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., 
free before 10 p.m., facebook.com/switch.sf. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931-7292. 
“BoomSwing Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 9 
p.m., free, mixcloud.com/DJTR. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-864-7386. “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free, www. 
facebook.com/shelter.sf. 


HIP-HOP 
Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 


DRINKS * FOOD * MUSIC 
OPEN MIC EVERY MONDAY FREE AT 8 


THURS 3/10 7PM S$i2 ADV / $15 DOOR 


PASTE PRESENTS 
DEVILIN METOUR 


ANDERSON EAST 
witH DYLAN LEBLANC 


FRI 3/l1 8PM $27 ADV / $32 DOOR 


FOREVERLAND 
AN ELECTRIFYING 14-PIECE 
MICHAELJACKSON TRIBUTE 


SAT 3/12 6PM $51 ADV / $56 DOOR 


AN INTIMATE SOLO/ACOUSTIC 
PERFORMANCE BY 


CITIZEN COPE 
THURS 3/17 7PM $15 ADV / $18 DOOR 


THE DUSTBOWL REVIVAL 
& 1 SISTERS 
FRI 3/18 8PM $27 ADV / $32 DOOR 


THE MOTHER HIPS 


SUN 3/20, MON 3/2I, TUES 3/22, 
THURS 3/24 7PM $40 ADV / $45 DOOR 
FRI 3/25 8PM $40 ADV / $45 DOOR 


JACKIE GREENE BAND 


THUR 3/31 7PM & FRI 4/1 8PM 
$20 ADV / $24 DOOR 


THE PIMPS OF JOYTIME 
witH GREYHOUNDS 
IL: AA 


N 


| 


FOR PRIVATE EVENTS EMA 
19 CORTE MADERA AVE 
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650 HOWARD STREET / 415.536.0300 / WWW.GOLDCLUBSF.COM 


#1 DESTINATION FOR CONVENTIONEERS & BUSINESS TRAVELERS IN SF 
RESTAURANT OPEN LATE 


Ei #60LDCLUBSF “ @GOLDCLUBSF w 
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BRING YOUR BEST BUDDY IN 10 COMPETE 


ARTS & CULTURE 








EAT & DRINK MUSIC 


“Phat Tuesday,” w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton 
Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-751-1122. Seisiun, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco, 
415-552-6066. Drizzoletto, third Tuesday of 
every month, 8:30 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz 
Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552- 
6949. Smith Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, 
and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415- 
931-3600. Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet 
Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco, 415- 
861-5048. “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ Stompy 
Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15, tuesdaynightjump.com. 

Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Francisco, 
415-525-3485. Hot Club Pacific, 7:30 p.m. 


Eyrnps ror 


Boozelane 


COCKTAILS 
PATIO 
SHUFFLE 
OPEN NOON «2 AM 
i DAYS A WEEK 
HAPPY HOUR 
M-t 12 NOON ® 7 PM 


BEER 
POOL 
BOARD 


UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


510 LARKIN at turk 
the tenderloin 


415 926 8118 


boozeland: 
emperornortons.com 


Se 





INTERNATIONAL 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
920-0577. ‘Noche Tropical,’ Tuesdays, 7-10 
p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
552-7788. “Porreta!,” all night forr6 party with 
DJs Carioca & Lucio K, third Tuesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $7, facebook.com/forroinsf. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“Underground Nomads,” w/ rotating resident 
DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 
9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.), under- 
groundnomads.com. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, 
San Francisco, 415-671-8081. “Echale 
Mas Salsa,” 8 p.m., free ($10 with salsa 
lessons), playasf.com. 

Pop’s Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 
415-872-5160. “Tropicana Tuesdays,” 
w/ rotating DJs The Whooligan, EI Kool 
Kyle, Mr. Lucky, J-Boogie, Ras Rican, 
and Stepwise, 9 p.m., facebook.com/ 
TropicanaNight. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
387-6455. “Bless Up,” w/ Jah Warrior 
Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5, jahwarrior- 
shelter.net. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Tinsley Ellis, Tue., March 15, 
7:30 & 9:30 p.m.; Wed., March 16, 7:30 & 
9:30 p.m., $24. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell 
St., San Francisco, 415-954-0777. The Stan 
Erhart Band, 10 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 
415-989-7666. G.G. Amos Duo, 4 p.m.; Lisa 
Kindred, third Tuesday of every month, 
9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-647-2888. “Slow Jams,” w/ DJ 
Primo & friends, 9:30 p.m., free, (415) 
647-2888. 


WEDNESDAY 16 


ROCK 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell 
St., San Francisco, 415-954-0777. Terry 
Savastano, Wed., March 16, 10 p.m.; Sun., 


March 20, 10 p.m.; Wed., March 30, 10 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415- 
255-0333. This Will Destroy You, w/ Vinyl 
Williams, 8 p.m., $17. 


DANCE 
Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
863-4027. “Pussy Party,” w/ Sasha, MS. 
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Jackson, and guests, 9 p.m., free, face- 
book.com/pssypartysf. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
703-8964. “Bondage-A-Go-Go," w/ DJ 
Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., 
$7-$10, facebook.com/bondageagogoSF. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco, 
415-339-8686. “EPR,” 18+ dance party, 
9 p.m., $10-$20, eprlife.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857- 
1192. “Housepitality,” 9 p.m., $5-$10, 
www.housepitalitysf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-421-8700. “Spotlight Wednesdays,” 
10 p.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
703-9751. “What?,” 7 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-647-2888. “Burn Down the 
Disco,” w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U, third 
Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-896- 
6374. Stitch - Happy Hour, Nu-disco and 
deep house happy hour with DJ Peter 
Noble (Tight Pants) featuring special 
fashion related events, Wednesdays, 6-8 
p.m., free, 415-896-6473, peterjnoble@ 
gmail.com, clubomgsf.com. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431- 
1151. “Wayback Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark 
Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278- 
9474. “EQ Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 
415-512-7493. “Mixtape Wednesdays,” 
10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415- 
989-7666. Zach Brough & Friends, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
970-0012. Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz 
Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-920-0577. “Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., 
$10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking 
Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San 
Francisco, 415-398-0850. Free Live Jazz 
Music, Join us every Wednesday & Thurs- 
day evening for a free Jazz show by local 
Bay Area musicians. Shows start at 8pm. 
Enjoy great food, drinks & Jazz., Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 8-11 p.m. Continues 
through June 1, Free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-552-6949. Patrick Wolff, 10 p.m., 
free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415- 
931-3600. The Cosmo Alleycats featuring 
Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz 
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Jam with Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 
Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 Califor- 
nia, San Francisco, 415-616-6916. Ricardo 


Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-826-9287. “Baobab!,” timba 
dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
621-4434. “Latin Lounge,” Wednesdays, 
5-10 p.m. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, 
San Francisco, 415-671-8081. “Bachata- 
licious,"” 7 p.m., $5-$10, playasf.com. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Tinsley Ellis, Tue., March 
15, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m.; Wed., March 16, 7:30 
& 9:30 p.m., $24. 


FUNK 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-551-5157. Sun Hop Fat, w/ Mama's 
Soup, Mad Alchemy liquid light show. 
(((folkYEAH!))), 9 p.m., $12-$15. 


KARAOKE 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-551-5157. Karaoke with KJ Paul, 9:30 
p.m., free. 


SOUL 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-673-8000. “Soul Train 
Revival,” w/ Ziek McCarter & The Funky 
Goods, third Wednesday of every month, 
9:30 p.m., $5. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-885-4074. “The 45 Slew,” w/ resident 
DJs Micah Aza & Al Lover, first and third 
Wednesday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


Bimbos 


365 Club® 


1025 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 474-0365 / WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


FRIMAR 11 & SAT MAR 12 * $22 © 214 UP 


MUSTACHE 


FRI 3/11: THE JEAN GENIES 
SAT 3/12: FLEETWOOD MASK 
FRIDAY APRIL 8 * $25 * 21 & UP 


THE ENGLISH 
BEAT 


THE BASTARD SUNS 
FRIDAY APRIL 15 * $20 * 21 & UP 


POP ROCKS 
WONDER BREAD 5 


FOOD SERVICE AVAILABLE AT ALL SHOWS * 2 DRINK MIN, 
GENERAL ADMISSION. LIMITED SEATING, TIX AVAILABLE AT THE CLUB 
M-F/LOAM-4PM. © TICKETS ON-LINE: WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


| BIMBO'S IS AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-474-0365 ExT. 15 


Q 


(5 


SARS LIVE UN STAGE TUbETHER 


AINK.CUM 


ELLA NUVA 


@SUPERELLANOVA 


CATHRNAY MAR 1 2016 


PIIRCHASE CHAN TPKE TIFKETS AT THE DOOR 


SAN FRANCISCO 


312 COLUMBUS NEAR BROADWAY 


@SF LDARLINGS 


- 415.433.4020 ~- WWV/.LITTLEDARLINGS 
SUITTLEDARLINGS 


SF.COM 
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Hollie Poscai 





Ethereal Soul 


JESSYLANZA 


with Junior Boys, 8 p.m., Monday, March 14, at Mezzanine. $18- 
$23; mezzaninesf.com. 


Canadian electronic pop group Junior Boys gave fellow Canadian Jessy Lanza 
one of her first big breaks when they offered her the chance to sing the backup 
vocals on the 2011 album, It’s All True. In exchange, the group gave Lanza — 
who dropped out of a master’s program in musicology at McGill University to 
pursue her solo career — synthesizer lessons. In addition to producing her own 
music, Lanza also sings, DJs, and writes lyrics. Her 2013 debut album, Pull My 
Hair Back (which will be followed by a sequel on May 13), is a wonderland of 
low-fi, chillwave dance melodies woven in with Lanza’s breathy, heartfelt vocals. 
Beat-wise, she’s akin to a mellower, quieter Blood Orange, and lyrically, she 
sounds like the non-English equivalent of FKA Twigs. In other words, she’s 
weird, dark, and edgy. JS 


Roots Reggae 


RAGING FYAH 


with Stick Figure and 
Fortunate Youth, 

9 p.m., Saturday, 
March 12, at The 
Fillmore. $20; 
thefillmore.com. 


This Kingston, Jamaica 
quintet formed in 2006 
after the members met 
while attending a musical 
college in the Caribbean. 
They released their debut 
album, Judgement Day, in 
2011 and are anticipating 
the release of their third 
album, Everlasting, on 
May 3. They’re known for 
traditional, true-to-the- 
form roots reggae, mean- 
ing that their music is 
mid-tempo and com- 
prised of narrative, anec- 
dotal, and 
William Richards  spiritually-inclined lyrics. 
“Reggae is the way of love, 
peace, and togetherness,” says member Kumar Bent. “When you add roots, 
ag , HY «KURTA BEALH - 415.43 4 you re adding the truth and some humanness.” Raging Fyah, whom Bent con- 
EX We’ rex \ siders “ambassadors of Jamaican music,’ has played festivals in far-out Siberia 


SUS TLERCLUBSI | | } (“It was their first time seeing a reggae band,” Bent says of the crowd), but has 
HN \ f ais ; yet to headline a tour in the U.S — until now. Their 38-date tour starts on 


) aoe 


: BS of ~ 
ee 


“HOSHER CLUB.” 





March 10 in San Diego, followed by more shows around the country, and ending 
with a final performance at the Cali Roots music festival on May 29. JS 
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DOUBTS 


by Dan Savage 


I’m your average straight 42-year-old white guy. 
Married for a little less than a year (second marriage for 
both). We have an active sex life and are both GGG. My 
wife wants to be forcibly fucked—held down and raped. 
Normally Id be all over this because I do love me some 
rough sex. My issue: She told me she was traumatically 
raped by aman she was dating prior to me. All I know is 
that it involved a hotel room and him not stopping when 
she said “no.” So for now, I play along, but I know I'm not 
taking things as far as shed like. I’m over here wondering 
if her previous trauma was a result of her encouraging 
forceful sex and regretting it later, and I worry the same 
thing could happen to me. Or is she trying to relive 

the experience? Should I fear her motivation and the 
potential consequences? Am I overthinking things? 
Tremulous Husband Is Needing Knowledge 

When it comes to rough sex—particularly when 
it involves role-playing forced-sex scenarios—over- 
thinking is preferable to underthinking. But before 
we think through your specific issues, THINK, a few 
points of clarification. 

A woman who’s into rough sex, even forced-sex/ 
rape-role-play scenarios, can still have been raped 
by a partner—and a rape can occur during what was 
supposed to be a consensual forced-sex/rape-role- 
play scene. If your wife withdrew her consent and 
her former partner continued, it was rape. 

Also, THINK, lots of women fantasize about 
“rape,” which I’m putting in quotes here because 
these fantasies typically involve a woman being 
“taken” by someone she’s attracted to, and lots and 
lots and lots of women are victims of rape. Obvi- 
ously there’s going to be overlap between these two 
groups. Your wife’s forced-sex fantasies could have 
nothing to do with her rape—it could be a coinci- 
dence—or your wife may be one of those people 
(not all of them women) who have eroticized a past 
sexual trauma (not always rape), and playing with a 
partner she trusts provides her with feelings of con- 
trol and catharsis, empowerment and pleasure. 

But what about you, THINK? 

You worry “the same thing could happen to me.” 
By that you don’t mean, “I could be raped!” You 
mean, “I could be falsely accused of rape.” That’s a 
pretty big and disrespectful leap. What you're saying 
is, “I think my wife is lying when she says this other 
man raped her—and I don’t want her to do the same 
to me.” I’m not sure what to do with that. I mean, 

I don't think your wife is lying, THINK, and I don't 
know or love your wife. You presumably know and 
love your wife, and yet you're worried she may be 
setting you up for a false rape accusation. That’s 
some dark shit—that’s some Gone Girl shit, that’s 
the plot of some horrible Kathleen Turner/Michael 
Douglas shit movie from the 1980s. 

If you're really concerned about protecting 
your own butt, THINK, then have a nice long con- 
versation with your wife about her fantasies over 
e-mail. I’ve given that advice to people negotiating 
edgy and/or forced-sex scenes with strangers or 
near-strangers. It feels odd to give that advice to 
someone negotiating a fantasy role-play scenario 
with his spouse. But here we are. 

Don’t tell your wife you wanna chat over e-mail 
because you're worried about needing an alibi. I 
would suggest that you believe your wife, first off, 
and that you have this conversation over e-mail— 
two anonymous accounts created just for this 
purpose—because it will allow you both to be more 
thoughtful and less inhibited (sometimes these 
things are hard to discuss face to face). Tell her you 
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don’t want to accidentally traumatize or trigger 
her, first and foremost, but you also don’t want to 
wind up traumatizing yourself. You would feel like 
a monster if you hurt her while attempting to fulfill 
her fantasies. 

Finally, THINK, this isn’t something your wife 
will wanna do just once. So take baby steps: Increase 
the intensity gradually, from scene to scene, check 
in afterward, google “sexual aftercare” and read the 
piece on Curve that pops up (it’s a lesbian website, 
but the lessons/advice/insight are generally applica- 
ble), and keep having long conversations—via e-mail 
or face to face—about what’s working for her and 
what isn't. 

Good luck. 

Thad given up on relationships after a failed marriage 
and another partner trying to kill me (no joke). Then, 
after five years single, abstinent, and lonely, I met 
aman who frustrated me, turned me on, and was 
understanding about my trust issues. I’m excited about 
a future with him—except for two things. First, he says 
he loves me but he’s not sure yet if he wants to spend the 
rest of his life with me—he’s not sure if I’m “The One.” 
He also has needs I’m not able to fulfill. It may not seem 
like a big deal to most people, but swallowing is out for 
me, as I was orally raped when I was a teenager. I’ve 
worked my way up to enjoying giving head, but come 

in my mouth makes me cry. And I can't give head after 
anal. He says these are the things that make him come 
the hardest. I've asked him if my inability to provide 
these things are a “deal breaker” for him and he says 

no, but when we get into bed, he talks about me doing 
them the entire time we're having sex. I’ve asked him to 
stop, and he says he will, but it doesn't stop. He will also 
have sex only in the positions he likes, and if I ask for 
something different, he'll just stop having sex with me, 
leaving me frustrated. If letting him go so he can find the 
right person to fulfill his needs makes him happier, then 
I feel it’s the right thing to do, as much as it would hurt. 


Failing At Intimacy/Love 


You need to let this guy go for your own happi- 
ness and sanity. 

I know you were alone for a long time—alone 
and lonely—and you know who else knows that? 
Your shitty boyfriend, FAIL, and he’s leveraging your 
desire to be with someone against your right to sex- 
ual autonomy and your need for emotional safety. 
You have an absolute right to set your own limits, 
to rules things in and out, and to slap “not open for 
discussion” labels on some things. Ruling two things 
out—swallowing and ATM—particularly for the 
reasons you Cite, is perfectly reasonable. If he can’t 
accept that, if he’s going to hammer away at those 
two things endlessly, that should be a “deal breaker” 
for you. 

You see his inability to determine if you're “the 
one’ as a separate issue, FAIL, but it’s of a piece. He’s 
refusing to make you the one—“the one” is an act of 
will, not an act of God—in hopes that you will sub- 
mit to his sexual demands. I have a hunch that swal- 
lowing and ATM aren't really the things that make 
him come the hardest. If it was anal and cunnilingus 
you couldn’t do, FAIL, then those would be his favor- 
ite things. Because the issue here isn’t whether he’s 
“sure” you're the one or the sex acts that make him 
come the hardest. This is about him controlling and 
degrading you. 

DTMEA. 

Please ignore KISSES and write as much as you want! I 
read your column because I like what you write! 
Dan Should Go On At Length 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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Want to break 
the rules? 
It's Now or Never! 


ETT Ra TITTRS 
Transexual 
with 7 1/2” 


BARBARA 
415.621.7406 
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e PRIVATE ROOM 
e PRIVATE SHOWER 
e TABLE SHOWER AVAIL. 


COPECO SOOO ESOS EEE HOES HOSE OEE HEHE OEE HO OSE OE ESE OE SES EOEOE OSES ESEEEOEEEOEEEOES 


DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT ¢ 325 KEARNY ST. SF 
(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


415-788-2299 


‘Oomething for 
veryone! 


CALL 415-536-8158 
OR VISIT. WWW.SFWEEKLY.COM 
TO PLACE AN AD 


hu) 
WEEKLY 





OAM-AIGRM 
266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF 





VIP Massage 
Uli Lote \MUlel-tyelel— 
a(-1am- 2 O7(-lolal Kelerelilola 





sXe [UI110| M Or allal=\\- M0] le | a\-\- ero al Co) (-1e a meriaty 


415-658-7886 


SERVICES EMPLOYMENT 





mm (415) 379-9888 


*Pain Relief & Relaxation 
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*Body Massage $39.99 
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Asian Massage " 
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Full Body Massage 
$50 per hour 


Free Shower 





$45/hr 
| ME Free Parking $30/halt = 
- 1347 Divisadero St. SF Meet Sarah e- ce 
-10am-10pm + Open 7 Days $10 OFF WITH THIS AD 41gfsust2222 + Open 7 days 
‘(Gee 415.359.9959 = . . Siac i 

(sear) All Credit Cards Accepted =_— 41 ) 4()9 3038 i Mission St (@ Norton) 
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SWEET & PETITE 
For a Great 
Massage, 
Call Ally 
at 650-630-3815 


TTEUUEEUUEELLEUCU ECC CUCU ECC CU EEL 
** FREE Partyline 24/7** 


*Free 1on1 8-9PM daily* 
415-691-3100, 925-953-1001 or 


WebPHONE on LiveMatch.com 
THIELE 


Bi - Black & Masculine 

First Timers Welcome 

Very discreet, friendly & clean. 
Well-endowed, with a Nice 
Round Butt! Incalls/Outcalls. 
Call Cedric (510) 776-5945 


Incall Daily: 
$40.00/Half Hour 
$ 60.00/Hour 
Hotel Calls Available 
(415) 756-9082 


EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

| like to have fun, relax, and 
enjoy myself. Maybe you would 
too? Available days & evenings. 
12 Noon-12 Midnight. Incall/ 
Outcall. Mature. CALL: 415- 
435-7526 





WANTS TO purchase minerals 
and other oil & gas interests. 
Send details to PO. Box 13557, 
Denver, CO 80201 





FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0369627-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Waxman’s, 900 North Point 
St., San Francisco, CA 94109, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

ATLSFO LLC, 900 North Point St., 
San Francisco, CA 94109 (CA) 
The business is conducted by: a 
limited liability company 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on 2-26-16 
| declare that all information 

in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 

is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Andrew Upton, General 
Manager 

ATLSFO LLC 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County Clerk 
on February 26, 2016 
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 

at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 

in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


forth in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other than 

a change in the residence 
address of a registered owner. 
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name 

in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, 

or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). 

3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31/16 
CNS-2855403# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT 

OF USE OF FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME 

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use of 
the fictitious business name: 
Brezza Emporio and Pizzeria, 
900 North Point St., San 
Francisco, CA 94109, County of 
San Francisco 

The fictitious business name 
referred to above was filed 

in the County Clerk's office 

in San Francisco County on 
2-26-16 under Current File No. 
0368607-00. 

ATLSFO LLC, 900 North Point St., 
San Francisco, CA 94109 (CA) 
This business was conducted by 
a limited liability company. 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 

is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Andrew Upton, General 
Manager 

This statement was filed 

with the County Clerk of San 
Francisco County on February 
26, 2016. 

3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31/16 
CNS-2855401# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0369346-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Vita Aperta Films, 1728 Ocean 
Avenue #320, San Francisco, CA 
94112, County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Gregory A. Morris, 1449 
Plymouth Avenue, San 
Francisco, CA 94112 

The business is conducted by: 
an individual 

The registrant commenced 

to transact business under 

the fictitious business name 

or names listed above on 
November 7, 2015 

| declare that all information 

in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 

is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 


S/ Gregory A. Morris 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County Clerk 
on February 11, 2016 
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 

at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 

in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other than 

a change in the residence 
address of a registered owner. 
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, 

or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). 

3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31/16 
CNS-2853802# 
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THE OCEAN Corp. 

10840 Rockley Road, Houston, 
Texas 77099. Train for a new 
career. *Underwater Welder. 
Commercial Diver. *NDT/ 

Weld Inspector. Job Placement 
Assistance. Financial Aid 

avail for those who qualify. 
1.800.321.0298 


SoundCloud, Inc. in San 
Francisco, CA seeks Dir., 
Business Dev. 20% nat'l & 
intnat'l travel expected. Mail 
resume to 111 5th Ave, Flr 
7, NY, NY 10003 quoting job 
#DBD016. 


Assistant Video Producer (San 
Francisco) sought by Wildlife 
conservation non-profit. 

Assist Sr. Video Producer to 
budget & coord small-med 

size production team for 

short documentaries, public 
service announcements (PSAs), 
media event highlights, & 
behind-the-scenes footage of 
video conservation campaigns 
for airing in China. Coord w/ 
outside contractors (e.g., 

video editors, special effects, 
sound designers, etc.) Coord 
production equipment rental & 
purchasing; coord video & still 
materials’ licensing & clearances 
w/governmental 

entities, filmmakers, 
broadcasters, & media outlets. 
Translate & subtitle English 
video campaign messages 

for Chinese media; Produce 
print materials for media 
campaigns in English & Chinese 
(Cantonese & Mandarin). Bach 
deg or foreign deg equiv in 
Communications, Journalism, 
Radio/Television or closely rel 
field & 1 yr of rel exp. Must have 
1 yr of exp in documentary 

or PSA filmmaking, incl: low 
budget video production, 
coordinating small -med sized 
production teams for remote 

& onsite documentaries, script 
writing, camera work, lighting 


& sound recording, & event 

AV planning and directing. 
Must have exp in: Adobe 
Premiere Pro, TV broadcast tech 
standards for commercials (via 
Extreme Reach), PowerPoint, 
Keynote, & Chinese gov't 
censorship standards. Must 

be fluent in written & oral 
Cantonese & Mandarin. Mail 
resume to WILD AID, INC., Attn: 
AVP-01, 744 Montgomery St, 
San Francisco, CA 94111. 


ACTIVISTS NEEDED!!! 
* Earn $25-$50/hr+++ 
- No Exp Nec! 

« No Sales/Phones!! 

- PT/FT/Anytime!! 
PAID DAILY!!! 
(650) 337-1113 


Software Engineering Team 
Lead. SF, CA. BS in CS or rltd + 
5 yrs exp in job offered or ritd. 
Sharethrough, Inc., 
jobapplication@sharethrough. 
com. 


Senior System Architect - 
Skycentrics Inc. (San Francisco, 
CA): Develop and maintain 

a MySQL clus- tered Linux 
cloud and provide a public REST 
API for companies to collect 
the data, provide analytics, 
and control User Interfaces 

for monitoring and control 

of the devices and their rules 
or policies. Independently 
analyze software design 

and architectural issues, and 
modify existing system designs 
and procedures, to solve 
emerging problems. Five or 
more years experience in one 
or more of interface design, 
computer graphics design, 
application architecture or 
database applications, with 
demonstrated expertise in 
usability testing, MySQL and 
Linux and REST API * Strong 
working knowledge of some 
or all of PHP, Java, JavaScript, 
HTML, CSS, iOS, Flash, SQL 
Server, MySQL, Eclipse, and 
Linux Must have a Bachelor's 
Degree in Computer science or 
related. Please email resumes to 
tristan@skycentrics.com 
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